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Leura Uniting Church  

23 November 2025 

Christ the King 

Rev Dr John Cox 

 

Order of Service 

Welcome to the service and Acknowledgement of Country 

 

Benedictus at the beginning of the service  

Psalm 46. God’s Defence of His City and People  

Leader 1 God (Elohim) is our refuge and strength,  

a very present help in trouble.  
2  therefore we will not fear, 
 
though the earth should change, 
 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
 

3 though its waters roar and foam, 
   though the mountains tremble with its tumult. (Selah) 

 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, (Elyon) 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

5 God is in the midst of the city;[b] it shall not be moved;      
  God will help it when the morning dawns. 
 

6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
   the utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 

7 The LORD (YHWH) of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our refuge.[c]Selah 
 

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD; 
   see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;  
  

 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;  
  he burns the shields with fire. 
 
Leader 10 ‘Be still and know that I am God! 
 I am exalted among the nations, 
 I am exalted in the earth. 
 
’ALL 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
       the God of Jacob is our refuge.[d]Selah  
 
 
Reflection. God is with us.  
 
This Psalm has many elements to it. I want to reflect on just a few.  
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1 Many hymns and songs have their origins.  

e.g. Be still and know that I am God  

be still for the presence of the Lord.  

Be still my soul  

A mighty fortress is our God written by martin Luther.  

The psalm reflects the turmoil of the of the natural order of creation and the turmoil of humans in 
their conflict. 

It is juxtaposed by the images of calm stillness and beauty to be found in the city of God 
Jerusalem has never had this in real life.   

It also indicates the cessation of human war and conflict by the breaking of bows and shattering 
of spears. Machine guns, drones, and intercontinental ballistic missiles  

In the midst of chaos fear turns to frantic activity. Or hiding  

2 Luther when he wrote a mighty fortress is our God was under attack for his theological dispute 
with the Roman Catholic Church. It was also a time when oppression occurred. His imagery 
contains the idea of might and strength to withstand the forces he faced. It expresses his 
confidence in God. 

However, commentators I have read suggest a more accurate understanding is not about a 
refuge is a safe place of security. Even when vulnerable Physically emotionally or even spiritually 
God is within us to be present to us.  

There are times in life when circumstances beyond your and my control of a physical, emotional, 
financial, spiritual and family level were almost overwhelming. The only thing I knew to do was 
what was the next best step to take. In the midst of the turmoil the psalmist encourages us to “be 
still and know that God is present.  

3 When the writer addresses himself to those under oppression. He calls upon three different 
streams of belief or emphasis about God that existed at that time. Elohim the God of strength, 
Elyon the royal God who takes care and protects and YHWH Sabaoth, the historic God of the 
exodus who is overall and will be overall. YHWH or I will be who I will be, or I am who I am, was, 
is and will be with us always.  

There are many ways in which God is named. It suggests that in the turmoil an active step to 
take is to be still, and to enter into and allow yourself /myself experience the still small voice of 
the sacred the divine God within.  

 
Hymn 123  Be Still my Soul  

1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
to guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 
all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
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Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey 
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee. 

3 Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart 
and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
then you shall better know his love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe your sorrow, calm your fears. 
Be still, my soul: for Jesus can restore 
the trust and hope that strengthened you before. 

4 Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgotten, love's pure joy restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

CCLI Song # 4645047 
Jane Laurie Borthwick | Kathrina Amalia von Schlegel | Nathan Copeland 

© Words: Public Domain; Music: 2005 Hymnicity 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 300742 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance  
  
We know that we have not lived as God hopes.  But however fragmented we become, God longs 
to hold us together in grace and peace. Let us come with our prayers of confession and need to 
the One who prepares the way for our words. 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
In these moments, Remembering God, 
we bring to you all the ways we have not lived as your people: 
     we stand by watching 
          while those in need struggle to survive; 
     we cast our lots with those 
          who worship power and success; 
     we offer insults rather than words of grace 
          to those who care for us; 
     we scoff at your words 
          which call us to a different lifestyle. 
 
 
Forgive us, God of Mercy, for not knowing what we do to you, to others, to 
ourselves.  Speak to us through Jesus Christ, our King and our Savior, who bears words 
filled with your tender mercy and gracious hope. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
This is the good news: God remembers!  Not our sins, not our foolish lives, not our rebellion. God 
remembers us - and redeems us! 
God prepares the way for us - the way to grace, to hope, to new life.  Joyfully, we offer our 
thanks to God. Amen 

Hymn Be still for the presence of the Lord 
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Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here 
come bow before him now with reverence and fear 
in him no sin is found we stand on holy ground 
be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned 
how awesome is the sight our radiant King of light 
be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace 
no work too hard for him, in faith receive from him 
be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 

CCLI Song # 120824 
David J. Evans 

 © 1986 Thankyou Music (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 

Quiet reflection  

 

Story for the young and young at heart. ”His name is John.”                                        
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm-2aEZKh4k 

 

Bible Reading.  Luke 1: 5 – 25 John Connor 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both 
of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and 
regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
getting on in years. 

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen 
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer 
incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying 
outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar 
of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the 
angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink 
wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many 
of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before 
him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18 Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will 
I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ 19 The angel 
replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and 
to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 
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21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. 23 When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. 
She said, 25 ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took 
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 

 

Reflection 1.   Peace. Be still. Do not be afraid.  

I didn’t expect a personal visit. Too old for surprises from God 

I did not expect a personal visit. You could have let me know you were coming.  You could have 
given me a heart attack raised my blood pressure I am not as young as I was when I first started 
praying this prayer. Zechariah could have said all these things or thought them. Maybe not.  

The Luke story tells us of the righteous, faithfulness and spiritual life Zechariah and his wife 
Elizebeth lived. Zechariah was a priest actively taking his role in the temple. Elizabeth was of the 
family of Aaron the first priest in Israel. These were genuine people living out their life of faith. 
BUT they were childless.  

In Jesus tie and many countries even now being childless carries a stigma. Even in Australia until 
more recent times being without children was frowned on. In my own lifetime there was this 
implicit and explicit expectations of get married and have children. Women could not work when 
they became pregnant. The thought that you might not have children for a variety of reasons was 
rarely acceptable without judgement.  

In NT times being childless was always the woman’s fault. To put it bluntly the understanding that 
the husband might be infertile, and shooting blanks, was not understood. Although Zechariah and 
Elizabeth were devout in their faithfulness, they and especially Elizabeth carried shame. Being 
faithful in our walk with God does not insure against personal relational and spiritual struggles 
and disappointments. 

I actually find the stories of the birth of John and Jesus somewhat humorous. We look back and 
because of our familiarity with the stories do not see the darker and or humorous side “of God’s 
blessing or favour. Mary, not married becomes pregnant??? Do not be afraid. Angels appear to 
the shepherds quietly tending sheep at night do not be afraid. If an angel especially one called 
Gabriel turns up at my bedside or at Junction 142 and tells Annie and I we are going to have 
baby and we will be blessed I will be very afraid and other things as well. That matter was 
explicitly addressed before we were married, I would say.  

Zechariah and Elizabeth were in Zechariahs words said I am old and my wife is getting on. As my 
doctor says well, when you are of a certain age these things…….occur. No matter what you are 
talking about.  

So, Zechariah and probably Elizabeth had been praying for years. And lo and behold and Angel 
Gabriel turns up a little late and says your prayers have been heard.  

Now my humour thinks. Who would want find favour with God? he sends an angel and scares 
me to death with his news. GOOD NEWS.  Don’t be afraid!!! You are old and will become a father 
your wife is old and will bear you a son call him John. No one in your family is John, no tradition, 
but no matter. You will have joy and gladness and dirty nappies and sick and the terrible twos and 
many will rejoice at his birth.  
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Just wait a minute says Zechariah “I am old and my wife is getting on Gabriel is not amused and 
Zechariah becomes mute. Those outside interpreted it as Zechariah had seen a vision.”   

The point of this for us. Most of us have been faithful Christians for many years. We have loved 
Jesus and serves God faithfully. Is it possible that we have prayed for something for others 
ourselves our church and nothing has changed?  

Are we open to being surprised by God coming to us in an unexpected manner? Are we mute 
because we doubt it will take place even when told otherwise? I understand if it comes from 
Gabriel.  

In times such as we live, with turmoil and uncertainty do we listen to the still small voice, as in 
Mary, or need a Gabriel.    

 

Bible Reading Luke 1: 57-79 NRSVA  Heather Lang  

The Birth of John the Baptist 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ 61 They said to her, 
‘None of your relatives has this name.’ 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what 
name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And 
all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he 
began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them 
and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty saviour[a] for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon[b] us, 
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79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace 

 

Reflection 2.  Old but confident of seeing God at work. 

A new awakening and discernment of God’s presence 

And so, the baby arrives. What shall we call him?  

We will call him JOHN JOHN. Actually, he wrote it. But he was awakened into praising God and 
spoke with wisdom and discernment. 

This piece has become one of the sung pieces in the Catholic Church, the Benedictus. A hymn of 
praise Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

The promise of salvation was about to come but not in the terms that they thought. Not physical 
release from the oppression of their Roman overlords but serve him. 

Serve without fear in holiness and righteousness. This is a way of living holiness reflecting God 
likeness and righteousness. Righteousness in Hebrew thought is not abstract but is shown by 
living with right action.  

 

Zechariah announced the mission of John. It was to announce the coming of the one who would 
follow who would take away the sin of the world  

It is to give light that shines in the darkness to guide our feet and that of others to guide our feet 
in the “way of peace”  

Jesus’ life was to bring peace. Sometimes shining light on the oppression was difficult and was 
met with opposition criticism. 

Jesus never sided with the oppressor but with the oppressed the outcast the marginalised and 
the poor Jesus mission was a mission to show the love of God to all.  

The Colossians passage which we have not read says that all things. the word all is repeated 
over and again  

Colossians 1:11-20 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you 

be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from 

the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The Supremacy of Christ 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before 
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all things, and in[e] him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was 

pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross.  We can have confidence not to call out JOHN but to name 

JESUS as the way to live   

As followers of Jesus let us be bold in declaring Jesus intention, is for us ALL to live as 

peacemakers and peace announcers. Preparing the way for Jesus to be known in our time.  

 

 

Benedictus from The Armed Man: Mass for Peace by Sir Karl Jenkins 

 

Hymn 52 

1 Let us sing to the God of salvation, 
let us sing to the Lord our rock! 
Let us come to his house with thanksgiving, 
let us come before the Lord and sing! 

Refrain: 
Praise our Maker, 
praise our Saviour, 
praise the Lord our everlasting King. 
Every throne must bow before him, 
God is Lord of everything! 

2 In his hands are the earth's deep places 
and the strength of the hills is his; 
all the sea is the Lord's, for he made it, 
by his hands the dry land was formed. [Refrain] 

3 Let us worship the Lord our Maker, 
let us kneel to the Lord our God; 
for we all are the sheep of his pasture, 
he will guide us by his powerful hand. [Refrain] 

4 Let today be the time when you hear him! 
May our hearts not be hard or cold, 
lest we stray from the Lord in rebellion, 
as his people did in time of old. [Refrain] 

CCLI Song 28287 

Richard Thomas Bewes 1934- 

Words: 1973 Richard Bewes -; Music: Norman Warren 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 

Offering  
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Prayers of the People.  John Barr  

Gracious, loving God, the world is in turmoil. Violence continues to crush the lives so many in the 
Middle East. Endless warfare tears households apart in Ukraine. Unspeakable acts of genocide 
target innocent communities in Sudan. Tensions in Venezuela create great fear among the people.  
 
On this day when we confess Christ as King, may there be peace and may there be justice. May 
families, tribes, localities, states, nations and regional groupings live in harmony and with respect 
for one another. We pray particularly for the leaders of G20 nations who are meeting in South 
Africa. 
 
Lord in your mercy: 
Hear our payer. 
 
For so long we have neglected the environment or have dismissed it as a fringe issue. Yet fierce 
typhoons have just pounded the Philippines, landslides in Indonesia have killed many villagers, 
cyclones are already menacing the Top End of Australia, unprecedented storms batter parts of 
Queensland, algal blooms pollute the shores of South Australia, heatwaves and bushfires threaten 
the south-east of this country. 
 
On this day when we celebrate the reign of Christ, may we commit ourselves to sustainable living 
and may governments around the world address the climate crisis as a priority especially as COP 
30 has just met in Brazil.  
 
Lord in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Here in Australia debates concerning cost of living dominate our airwaves. The reality of a 
healthcare system under pressure, unaffordable housing and a growing underclass is troubling. 
Anxiety and stress affect so many people, especially young families. A sense of not belonging is 
being imposed on those who do not fit the stereotypes, on people with mental health issues, on 
migrants who are adjusting to a new home and on First Nations people who are overlooked, 
dismissed and let down. 
 
On this day when we declare Jesus as sovereign Lord, may mercy, grace and compassion rule our 
hearts. May mercy, grace and compassion guide all those who bear responsibility for the welfare 
and wellbeing of others.  
 
Lord in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for people with special needs, those who are sick, those who are grieving, and those who 
are heart-broken and lonely. We pray for people facing the horror of abuse, for those enduring the 
distress of trauma and for those who are simply struggling from one day to the next.  
 
On this day when we acknowledge Christ is the head of the church, the one through whom the 
fullness of God is pleased to dwell, we pray there will be hope where there is a loss of hope, there 
will be peace where there is no peace, there will be joy in the hearts and lives of those who have 
no joy and there will be love in all that we are and in all that we do. 
 
Lord in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer 
 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn 473 Community of Christ   

1 Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race 
and every song. 

2 Community of Christ, 
look past the Church's door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour's feet. 

3 Community of Christ, 
through whom the word must sound - 
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish 
into joy. 

4 When menace melts away, 
so shall God's will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one 
for evermore. 

CCLI Song # 1121602 
Meyer Lyon | Shirley Erena Murray 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 

Benediction 

May the God who dances in creation, 
Who embraces us with human love. 
Who shakes our lives like thunder,  
bless and drive us out with power  
to fill the world with justice  
and with peace. Terry Falla 1994. 
Amen 

 

Tea Coffee Cake and Chat  

 

Benedictus boy soprano while having TCC&C 


