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25 December Christmas  1 January Christmas 1 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Psalm 96 
Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Psalm 148 
Matthew 2:13-23 

Editors Peter & Robyn tel: 0497 674213 Email: currawong2785@gmail.com 
Bulletin Deadline Wednesday 8pm 

Corner  of Grose and Megalong Streets, Leura 
Located in Dharug and Gundungurra country 
We have a  zoom service every Sunday  as well as  
a face-to face service in the Church at 9.30 am 

  Christmas 25 Dec 2022  Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

Christmas Greetings: Don’t be Afraid. 

I have been aware of the presence of fear in the characters involved in the  
Advent readings. Before Jesus birth Zechariah a priest was told by an angel  
Gabriel, he and his wife Elizabeth, both old, would have a child.  He was afraid. 
Joseph an ordinary man, a carpenter who worked with wood in a dream was 
told by an angel don’t be afraid to wed Mary.  Mary, was a very young woman 
having no status and unmarried: and although being told she was favoured by 
God, and would bear a son, was afraid. Shepherds, low itinerant workers, doing 
the night shift in the cold winter night were looking after sheep. Suddenly the 
angel of the Lord appeared, and light shone around them, and they were afraid! 
Surprise! Then came the choir of heavenly hosts. 

The announcement of the birth of one who would change the course history 
was not met with joy but fear. In each case the angel said, “do not be afraid.”  

The breaking good news of Jesus birth was initially very disturbing to those who 
heard it first. The shepherds later saw Jesus and rejoiced. They declare the 
good news.  Mary reflected quietly. Declaration and Reflection about the good 
news of Jesus.  

How does this news break into our world now? How much does fear prevent us 
from fully declaring the good news about Jesus, Immanuel, God is with us? 

Jesus was aware of the pervasive presence and power of fear in his disciples. 
Jesus last words to his disciples, in Matthew’s gospel was “go, or as you go, 
make disciples……… And (remember) I am with you always…….. 

          John Cox 

Sunday 
Morning Worship  (&  Zoom) 9.30am  Open Table  
Taize Services 3rd Sun 5pm  Tuesday & Sunday lunch 
Contact Carolyn 0413  993 368  Thursday breakfast 
Twilight Services Junction 142 Katoomba 
2nd and 4th Sunday at 5pm Contact John Cox  0408 993007 
Monday 
Playtime 10am – 12 noon during school term.  
Contact Denise 0427 784877 
Book Club- 3rd Monday 3pm Contact Delma 0407 140 
837 
Retreats  - dates  2023 to be advised in January  Contact 
Carolyn 0413  993 368 
Mt Solitary Pilgrimages Contact: revmel@bigpond.com 

Zoom service: https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/92687697749?
pwd=L0FBbjVWYmlTbEtPSi9uaUpnazM3QT09 

Website: https://leura.unitingchurch.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LeuraUnitingChurch 
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January 

Tuesday 31—Junction 142 Meeting  at 7pm 
Upcoming events… 

For our thoughts and prayers 

Anne Lawrence, Bill Thomas, George ,  
Gabrielle, Margaret Groenewegen. All those 
who are sick, in pain, grieving, lonely.  

 

Advent  

Christmas Services 

Advent  

Changed dates for church closure —We have been in touch 
with our Cleaners, Rosie & Danish regarding the annual  
January Strip & Polish for the Hall Floor. They have given us the 
dates - Tuesday, 10th, Wednesday, 11th & Thursday 12th 
January, 2023.  Please note that for these days the Church is 
not able to be accessed while the polish dries. Kerry Jordan 

Christmas Services 

We have received the following note from Margaret &  
Michiel Groenewegen: “Thank you for the lovely card with your good wishes on my 
recovery. Will you also thank those in the Leura congregation who have sent  
messages either written or via Kate and Trevor.  
Christmas blessings to all and love from Margaret and Michiel” 

After many years of faithful service, last Sunday, Delma & Perce quietly hung up 
their ‘Stewards’ Hats’. We will miss your friendly faces and welcome from the 
Steward table, Delma and Perce. You have rarely missed a ‘third Sunday of the 
month’ on the Steward roster since you volunteered for the 
job so long ago.  We appreciate all you have done and thank 
you so much.  
“Well done, good and faithful servants!”  

For those who wish to contribute via Bank Transfer, the 
details are: Leura Uniting Church – General Account  
BSB 634 634 A/c No. 100031809  
Reference – Offering 

Christmas Message 

Rev Simon Hansford, the Moderator of the 
Uniting Church NSW/ACT, has recorded a 
short video Christmas message, visit: 
https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/christmas
-2022/ 

 

Christmas lunch—Junction 142 held a wonderful   
Christmas lunch  on 3 December, thanks to  our generous 
sponsors, donors and volunteers. About 75 people ate a 
delicious lunch. We are especially grateful to the many  
volunteers from our Church who provide soups for our 

 Open Table lunches. If you would like to donate or  
 volunteer, please contact John Cox on 0408 993007. 

Our last bulletin for 2022—This will 

be our last bulletin until 5 February 

2023. Wishing all a Merry Christmas 

and a blessed 2023. 

 

Donate your used stamps—The Stamp Committee collects 
and sells stamps to support the work of the  Uniting Church. 
You can help by removing them from letters or cards you  
receive and leaving them in the box inside the front door of 
the Church. 

 Christmas Bowl Appeal—During Advent, we have learnt how 
your gift to Christmas Bowl supports local partners  helping fami-
lies fleeing Ukraine, Syrian refugees, drought-stricken families in 
Zimbabwe, and Sri Lankan refugees in India. It’s not too late to  
donate! Call 1800 025 101 or visit actforpeace.org.au/
christmasbowl or use the Christmas Bowl envelopes provided in 
the Church. If using direct deposit please add “A521490” in the 
reference section so your donation is identified as coming from 
LeuraUC. 


