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Leura Uniting Church  
Christmas Day 2021 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 
 

Acknowledgement of country 
 

 
Grace Kumbi, Nauiyu Nambiyu ( Daly River , NT ) 

 
I bring you good news … you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a 
manger. (Luke 2: 12 & 14 )  
 
 
I acknowledge and pay respects to Gundungurra and Darug peoples, Elders and Country 
whose land we come together to live, share and worship. I also acknowledge that the people 
of this land maintain and share knowledge which will help us to celebrate the creation of God 
for generations. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle (Light) 

“ Badayala DjesuChristkuny bilin bunan dhiyal munatha’ŋur” The  light of Christ has come 
into the world.  

Maratja Dhamarrandji said  “Aboriginal people carry sacred stories that tell of the coming of 
light into the world”.  

Today we give thanks that Christ is born into our world to be the light.  God overcomes our 
darkness. Thank you God, for the gift of light!  

 
TIS 304 O, Come, All Ye Faithful"  (3’) 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

Come ye, o come Ye to Bethlehem;  

Come and behold him born the king of angels: 

O, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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Tue God of true God, Light of light eternal,  

lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb  

Son of the Father, begotten not created;   

O, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above,  

‘Glory to God, glory in the highest’:  Refrain  

O, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  

Jesus, to thee be glory given;  

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing: Refrain  

 

O, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
John Francis Wade, William Thomas Brooke 

Public Domain 
CCLI Licence #300742 

Making a Christmas Tree with children  

 

Christmas Greeting song ‘Christmas round this great big world’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcS7Ed4DBaY 

 

Call to Worship  

We gather in the name of the One called Emmanuel, God with us! 
We praise you Jesus, Son of God - yet born of Mary.  

Eternal Word - yet a child without speech. 
Clothed in glory - yet wrapped in swaddling bands.  

Lord of heaven and earth - yet laid in a manger. 
Beloved child of God we celebrate your birth this day.  

The Christ Child is born! Let us worship him, with humility to the child who shows forth the 
immeasurable riches of God! 
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TIS 268 Joy to the World! 

     1.Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

let earth receive its King: 

let every heart prepare him room 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

2. Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 

let us our songs employ, 

while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
CCLI Song # 2856405 

Isaac Watts 
 © 1982 The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI Licence # 300742 

 

Prayer of confession  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3eWAXBlm1Do 
 
Declaration of forgiveness  
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. -- John 3:16 
Hear then Christ's word of grace to us: Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

The sharing of the peace 

P: God has sent us the joy and peace we can know. He has sent us Jesus Christ. Let us 
share the love of Christ with each other. The peace of God be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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Scripture reading  
 
Isaiah 9: 2-7  Peter Whalan 
Luke 2: 1-14  Robyn Parson  
 
This is the gospel of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Christmas reflection “ In God’s way”  
 

 
Nativity by Daphne Davis, Wadjuk, Nyoongar, Perth WA 

 
 
I am especially conscious of the congregation this morning. There are familiar faces, and 
new faces, some of these might be family members, the children, grandchildren, siblings, 
friends of our members.  

Everyone has a unique experience of Christmas. But let me invite you to revisit the story that 
we all know well, a story familiar to us all and that we never get bored of hearing?  

There is a young couple,  

Joseph and Mary, expecting a child, travelled 157 km from Nazareth to Bethlehem to 
register. Unfortunately, there was no room available for them, so Mary gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son in a stable, wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, a feeder.  

Then there were shepherds in the fields, watching over their flocks in the long winter's night, 
visited by an angel who brought a message. "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  You will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger." They were terrified, wouldn't you, if you had such an experience? 

Suddenly a great company of celestial beings appeared and chorused:  "Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests".   

After this most unusual experience, the shepherds had no other thought than to go to 
Bethlehem to find out all about this strange happening.  

The shepherds hurried off and found Mary, Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger!  

They spread the word concerning the child.  

And Mary pondered about what was said about her child in her heart.  

 

Have I missed anything?  
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We also heard similar stories to this.  Pregnant women giving birth in the most unlikely 
places: on the side of the road, in a taxi or on the train on the way to the hospital. 

And there are more than 300,000 children born into a refugee life per year, for their parents 
have no place safe to put their children but in a tent of the refugee camp where they might 
have already been for years.  

But the story of a child born in a stable has become the most remembered and most magical 
birth story of all. As Bill Loader, my favourite Biblical commentator, put it "The Christmas 
story remains as a sacred site for many people to touch its sacredness  and let it touch 
them."  

 

Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds, the characters in the Christmas story, are none other than 
ordinary humble folks like you and me. The settings of the Christmas story: the Census, the 
journey, not an inn but the stable and fields on the outskirts of the town, are no different to 
the everyday environment of human life. Nevertheless, what made the Christmas story 
special was that it brought earth and heaven together to celebrate the joy of the good news 
about Jesus.  

People seek God in a temple, in the scriptures and eloquently written doctrines, but God 
chose to bring the news to the hearts of ordinary folk, waiting for hope, like the shepherds in 
the fields.  

And the Messiah was born, not in a beautiful palace, but in a stable, to give his life as a 
ransom for the sin of the world on the cross. This is the way of God.   

The first Christmas story becomes compelling when we express our vulnerability, being 
lonely, anxious, desperate for a sense of security and safety, because God came into 
human experience totally vulnerable, totally poor, and as a little child.  

 

The last two years have been challenging experiences for us with the pandemic and which 
still holds a cloud over our lives even today, and we are not out of the woods yet.  

But "the good news that will cause great joy for all the people" was welcomed in the first 
century and has been celebrated each year over and over again when people hear the 
Christmas story.  

 

May the Christmas story reveal the divine in your hearts and encourage you to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, the good news of peace in God’s way!  

Amen.  

 
 
TiS  313 Good Christians all rejoice  
 
1. Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

listen well to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today,  
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now!  
Christ is born today, Christ is born today.  

 
2.  Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

now you hear of endless bliss, Jesus Christ was born for this;  
he has opened heaven’s door and you are blest for evermore;  
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this.  
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3.    Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  
now you need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save,  
calls you one and calls you all,  to gain his everlasting hall;  
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save.  

John Mason Neale 
Public Domain 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 

Dedication of Christmas Bowl offering   Perce Marland 

 
Christmas litany  

P: Did you see in that stable? Did you see? 

C: A universe contained in a moment. Infinity bounded by time. 

P: Did you see in that manager? Did you see? 

C: An Immortal embodied in a mortal baby. Glory enfolded by human frailty. 

P: Did you see in those arms? Did you see? 

C: The Untouchable clasped in human hands. Divinity embraced by humanity. 

P: This is the mystery. This is the glory. This is Christmas. 

C: A baby born. A child given. Christ Jesus, God with us. 

 

Benediction  

On this marvellous day! 

This day of new beginnings! 

This day of wonders and signs! 

May God bless you and keep you. 

May God's holy face shine upon you. 

May you go in peace. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Postlude “Hallelujah”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mcE4hrmKtA 
 


