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Leura Uniting Church  
9 January 2022 

Epiphany/Baptism of Jesus 
Rev Myung Hwa Park 

 
Acknowledgment of country  
 
Acknowledgement of country  
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters where we meet, the 
Gundungurra and Darug  Peoples .  
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and 
to all descendants of this land who have cared for this place for long time. 
We commit ourselves again to working for reconciliation in this land. 
 
Call to Worship ( based on Psalm 29) 
 
With confidence, we come together to all sing God’s praises. 
The heavenly armies join with us as we sing: “Holy is the Lord!” 
 
God’s voice echoes through all creation - and we sing “Glory!” 
We rejoice in God’s holy glory, even though it is utterly beyond us. 
 
In response to God’s welcoming voice, today we come together— 
joining with the heavenly armies, as we all sing: “Praise the Lord!” 
Honour and praises are offered to our Holy God, who reigns forever! 
God’s sovereign reign brings strength and peace to all God’s people. Amen. 
 
Hymn of worship TiS 468 We are your people Spirit of grace  
 

1. We are your people:  Spirit of grace, you dare to make us to all our neighbours, 
Christ’s living voice, hands and face.  

2. Joined in community, treasured and fed, may we discover gifts in each other, willing 
to lead and be led.  

3. Rich in diversity, help us to live closer than neighbours, open to stranger, able to 
clash and forgive..  

4. Glad of tradition, help us to see in all life’s changing, where you are leading, where 
our best efforts should be.  

5. Give, as we venture justice and care ( peaceful, resisting, waiting or risking ) wisdom 
to know when and where.  

6. Christ, as we serve you indifferent ways, may all we’re doing show that your’re living, 
meeting your love with our praise.  

 
CCLI Song # 2574471 

Brian Arthur Wren 
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Opening Prayer 
Lord of Hope and Light, in the midst of Darkness you offered light to people who lived in fear. 
Today that light comes to us as we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. Open our hearts this 
day and remind us that you have marked us as people of hope and light. Prepare us to 
serve you by serving your world. AMEN. 
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Prayer of Confession  
Let us, as the baptised community of Christ, confess to God our sin. Let us pray. 
 
 
Creator of the universe, 
we stand amazed at your power and glory. 
We are eager to worship you and offer our praise, 
but we are often reluctant to answer 
when we hear you calling our name. 
We sing our songs of tribute in the sanctuary, 
but shy away from the river, 
lest we be baptized 
with the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Forgive us when we forget your promise 
to be with us always, O God. 
Renew us with the power of your ever-present love, 
and strengthen us to proclaim your justice 
throughout the world. Amen. 

Words of Assurance  
Hear the words of our creator, 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 
“I have called you by name. 
You are mine. Do not fear, 
for I have redeemed you.” 

 
Words of Assurance 
Now the One who created you, the God who shaped your life, says this: 
            “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
             I have called you by name, you are mine.” 
  
People of God, trust the plentiful love of this Saviour, and know for sure that you are forgiven 
and restored. Be at peace and live in hope 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Passing the Peace of Christ 
As you greet those around you, look at each person and offer these words from Isaiah: “You 
are precious in God’s sight.” 

 
Scripture reading  
 
Isaiah 43  
Luke 3: 15-22  
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TiS  636 God has spoken to his people 
 
God has spoken to his people, hallelujah!  
And his words are words of wisdom, hallelujah!  
1. Open your ears, O Christ people, open your ears and hear good news. Open your 

hearts, O royal priesthood, God has come to you, God has come to you. Refrain  
 
2. They who have ears to hear his message, they who have ears, now let them hear;  

         they who would learn they way of wisdom, let them hear God’s word,  
         Let them hear God’s word. Refrain  
 
3. Israel comes to greet the Saviour, Judah is glad to see his day; from east and west the 

peoples travel: he will show the way, he will show they way. Refrain.  
CCLI Song # 2792789 
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Reflection “ Shine the light of Jesus”  

  

Today we will reflect on the baptism of Jesus, the epiphany moment,   light shining on Jesus 
to reveal who Jesus is so that we who are following Jesus continue to live the life of 
epiphany, to shine the light of Jesus through our own lives.   

As I reflect on the text, I invite you to reflect along with me by answering a few questions as 
we consider together some interesting thoughts arising from this day of epiphany. You have 
a pen and paper on the pew near you, and I invite you to write your answer when I ask each 
question.  

  

Q1. Do you like your name? (Y / N )  

Many expecting couples prepare a name for their unborn babies.  

My late husband and I were no exception for our first child, Sinead.  

We went through many names and eventually decided on a name that sounded both Irish 
and Korean. 'Sinead', an Irish name for Jane or Jennifer, sounds like "Sinae", a Korean word 
for stream.  

Unfortunately, our little girl, Sinead, had to put up with endless questions, asking for the 
spelling of her name or how to pronounce her name. I don't mind having to explain how to 
pronounce my name Myung Hwa, for mine is a pretty unusual name for the English-
speaking world. But poor Sinead had to live with the unique Irish name because her 
Irish/Korean parents wanted to mark their respective heritages in her name.  

Whether we like it or not, we all have a name given to us by our parents or perhaps 
someone else important to our lives. Names carry something of an identity as well as 
evidence of relationship.  
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Q2. What is your nickname? What does your partner call you?  

When I first came to Australia, I saw people calling everyone by their first name, including 
older people. It was a confronting experience for me especially calling an older person by 
their first name as I would never address seniors by their given name in Korea. Then one 
day, a much older person than me, who was also a minister close to his retirement age, told 
me, "Myung Hwa, you should call me by my first name instead of my surname with a title. So 
I replied, "But you are reverend, and also you are quite senior to me, how can I call you by 
your first name?"  

Then he said, "If you don't call me my first name, I have to call you Reverend Park, not 
Myung Hwa for you are also a minister!” So we agreed to drop the title and started calling 
each other by our first names. And once I began to call his first name, the much older person, 
I sailed swiftly along this freely offered path in making friends with many older people.   

  

But people do use titles as a term of endearment. In Pakistan, parents call their children 
'mera betta' or 'meri betti', my son or daughter. Also in Arnhem Land, people use relational 
titles. My Yapa, my sister in Milingimbi, whom I wouldn’t call her first name often mentioned 
"Waku", referring to her son in our conversations. And I would have no way of knowing 
which one she was talking about because she would use the name 'Waku' for all her sons. 
Calling children, 'my son' or 'my daughter' can add the extra level of affection in 
this relationship, especially significant perhaps in the "me culture" of our individualised 
society.   

  

Q3. How do you address God?   What name does God call you?  

In Isaiah 43,  we read, "Do not fear, for I have summoned you by name; you are mine".   The 
Prophet Isaiah delivered the message of God to Israel. The name Israel was given to Jacob 
by God when Jacob fought with God, and the title belonged to God. So when God call you 
by your name  it has a unique meaning  with a deep spiritual significance. 

God, the Saviour of Israel, promises Israel the ultimate protection: “I will be with you, I will 
make sure that you won't get harmed when you pass through the waters, when you pass 
through the rivers when you walk through the fire, I will be with you, I will make sure that you 
won't get harmed.”  

  

Q4. When and where were you baptised? How often do you recall your baptism?  

On Easter Sunday in 1979, I joined a group of people kneeling in front of the church 
receiving baptism. I don 't remember what the minister said, but I do remember that it took a 
while as the minister had a long prayer before I felt cold water dripping on my forehead. That 
very moment  I knew that a power beyond me had seized me. I didn't have a theological 
understanding of baptism as in baptism we die with Christ and being born into a new life with 
Jesus and all that stuff. Although I did not hear any voice from heaven saying “ you are my 
daughter, who I love, with you I am well pleased” but my baptism gave me an epiphany 
moment, an invisible sign of God's grace. From that moment, the Spirit has been providing 
me with a voice, helping me to know  what to do, where to go and how to live, just like a 
Jiminy cricket on Pinocchio's shoulder.     
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Q5. Q 5. How many neighbours can you call by their first name? 

In his book, “Life of the Beloved”, the well-known writer, Henri Nouwen, said, "Being the 
Beloved expresses the core truth of our existence."  

I do not have to reiterate the importance of acceptance and inclusiveness.  

I learned from my studies in ecology that everything in this cosmos is interconnected, and 
nothing can escape from this cosmos.  

However, so often we live as if we can do everything without others and our culture is 
pushing us toward further isolation.  

Someone I met once said, "We have enough friends, so we are reluctant to invest our 
energies into making a new friend".  

 

Today, as we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus, the epiphany moment, we learn the 
importance of the connectedness and loving relationship between God and Jesus. 
Furthermore through our baptism through Christ, God calls each one of us by name to 
reveal the light of Christ to the world.  

 

So I like to encourage you and me to connect with our neighbours, hearing their stories and 
sharing our stories, especially the story of the Jesus we know.   

And pray that one day our neighbours will hear God call them by name and see the light 
shining into their lives!  

Amen.  

 
TiS 421 Where the Spirit is there's freedom  

 
Where the Spirit is there’s freedom.  Where the Spirit is, there is life ! 
 

1. Not by the world can our freedom be nourished, not by our things, only by Practice, my 
children, to live by the Spirit, drop all your masks, take freedom’s clothing! Refrain  
 
 

2. Heaven on earth, here we live, free to love and to share, carried by joy Praise, my 
children, to live by the Spirit daring to day to taste God’s future. Refrain 

 
3. Wounds will b e healed, eyes will. E opened, imaging God, reflecting Jesus, Praise, my 

children, to live by the Spirit, heaven is here, time made eternal. Refrain  
Per Gunnar Harling 

Words and music by permission the World Council of Churches, Geneva  
CCLI Licence # 300742 

 
 
Prayer for offering  
God of new beginnings, as we move into this new year, stir in us the feelings of expectation! 

Kindle our hearts and minds to see possibilities for our world and for your kingdom. Help us 
to believe that the world we have can be better: more loving, more just, more compassionate, 
and looking much more like the world you’ve imagined for us. Lord, help us to give 
generously this day to empower that to happen. In the name of Christ, Saviour and 
Redeemer, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
Announcements  
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Prayer for others and ourselves    Stephen White  
 

At the dawn of time your Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep and brought form and 
life to your creation:-  

overshadow your world today and give to us a new sense of wonder and 
responsibility for this planet and all its creatures.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

In the days of the great flood you saved Noah from the waters of death and made a 
covenant with Noah and his descendants:-  

look with compassion today on all in danger from natural disaster and from those 
catastrophes that we inflict ourselves. We think of the changing climate around our 
world and the disastrous effects this has on all people. We see floods, fires, 
earthquakes, drought, and are aware of the threat of rising sea levels on island 
people. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 
In ancient times you brought your chosen people from slavery to freedom through the waters 
of the Red Sea:-  

liberate your people today who are held in the bondage of cruelty, oppression or 
injustice, so they may live in dignity, freedom and hope. We think of those living in 
Afghanistan, Haiti, China, North Korea and many countries in Africa. 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
In the waters of the River Jordan, your Son Jesus Christ was baptised with those he came to 
save-:  

bring your people today to seek the salvation that you offer so we may turn away 
from all that holds us in the power of evil.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Through the waters of baptism you seal us as your own and make us one with all who bear 
your name:-  

empower us with your spirit to faithfully serve you and proclaim your good news of 
justice, peace, redemption and love.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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At Jesus' baptism, you named him your beloved Son and anointed him with power for 
ministry:-  

bring healing today to those who are sick, hope to those in despair and comfort to the 
lost and lonely ones of our community. Today the world is in turmoil as the COVID 
pandemic rages in all countries, including here in Australia. There is so much 
uncertainty and fear, give us hope and peace. 

We remember those known to us who are on our minds at this time. 

[silence] 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Everliving God,  
by the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us to new and everlasting life:  

may we so pattern our lives on your Son, that we, also, may be found pleasing in 
your eyes and take our place with your beloved daughters and sons of every time 
and nation.  

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Amen 

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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TiS 675 Shine Jesus shine 
 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining;  
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us-  
Shine on me, shine on me.  

 
Shine Jesus , shine fill this land with the Father’s glory;  
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
Send forth your word, Lord and let there be light.  
 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness so our faces display your likeness,  
Ever changing from glory to glory;  
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story  
Shine on me, shine on me.  
 
Shine Jesus , shine fill this land with the Father’s glory;  
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.  
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
Send forth your word, Lord and let there be light.  
 

CCLI Song # 30426 
Graham Kendrick 

 © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by CopyCare Pacific Pty. Ltd.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
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Benediction 
People of hope and peace, go into the world. Bring God's healing love to all whom you meet. 
Help with ministries, which promote justice and compassion. In Jesus' Name, go in peace. 
AMEN. 


