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Leura Uniting Church  
2 January 2022 
Christmas 2C 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 
 
Acknowledgment of country  
As we gather in this place, we give thanks for 
the Gundungurra and Darug People. 
We acknowledge the commitment their 
ancestors made, across the generations, to 
nurturing this Land.  
Today we pay our respect to the Elders past, present and emerging  
recognising the sacred footsteps 
that continue to lead us to the promise of Heaven. 
 
 
Call to Worship 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Sing out your praises and say, 
God has saved his people. 
See how the Saviour brings them from the end of the earth, 
the blind and lame among them, 
women with child 
and women in labour, a great company. 
Young men and old shall rejoice, 
then shall the girl show her joy in the dance. 
God turns their mourning into gladness, 
and gives them joy to outdo their sorrow. 
 
God of our hopes, Christ of our faith, Spirit in our hearts, we come to worship you with joy 
and gladness. Your goodness knows no limits of generation or gender, of condition. 

You are kind to all, and we worship you in all sincerity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Worship song  TiS 156 Morning has broken  
1. Morning has broken like the first morning;  

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.  
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,  
Praise for them springing fresh from the word.  
 

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven,  
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.  
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,  
sprung from completeness where his feet pass.  
 

3. Mine is the sunlight; mine is the morning  
Born of the one light Eden saw play.  
Praise with elation, praise every morning,  
God’s recreation of the new day.  

Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 
Words © Eleanor Farjeon 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 
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Litany of a New Day  
 
Leader : This is the day that the Lord has made. 

People : We will be glad and rejoice in it. 

L: This is the year that the Lord has begun. 

P: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

L:  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning. 

P: Great is your faithfulness. 

L: The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to those who seek him. 

P: Great is your faithfulness, O Lord. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Light of life, you came in flesh, 
born into human pain and joy, 
and gave us power to be your children. 
Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, 
so that all of creation may sing new songs of gladness 
and walk in the way of peace. Amen. 
 
Gracious God, you have chosen us  
before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before God in love. 
Such a privilege... 
Such a responsibility.... 
We do try, but being holy is not easy.  
Forgive us Lord, when we fail.  
 
You have adopted us  as your  children through Jesus Christ... 
Such a privilege... 
Such a responsibility.... 
We do try, but being recognizable as Christians through our words and deeds is not easy.  
Forgive us Lord, when we fail.  
 
You have marked us with the seal of the Holy Spirit 
which is the guarantee of our inheritance as God’s own people... 
Such a privilege... 
Such a wonderful privilege, 
We do try, but knowing that the burden of living up to such an inheritance is not easy.  
Forgive us Lord when we fail.  
 
 
Declaration of Pardon 
 
Hear again the good news: 
Because of the riches of God’s grace: 
in Jesus we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our shortcomings.  
Thanks be to God! 
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Scripture reading  
Psalm 147: 12- 20  John Cox  
John 1: 1-18       Kerry Jordan 
 
Reflection  
 
“Merry Christmas!  

The Christmas season is the shortest in the Christian calendar compared to Advent, Lent, 
Easter and Pentecost and even the newest season of Creation.  

Because we prepare for Christmas with a great deal of enthusiastic effort, the 12 days of the 
Christmas season are seemingly too short of encompassing the celebrating and then the 
moving on.  

I still have ham in my fridge and Christmas cake in an airtight container to last for another 
week or month, if not till next Christmas. I still need to process Christmas for quite some time 
yet.  

That’s why I like John’s gospel reading today, the second Sunday after Christmas.  

  

The Gospel of John recorded the birth of Jesus like a sci-fi scene. John began by saying, 
“ In the beginning”. He stated that in the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  

In 2022 we are far more sophisticated with our knowledge and understanding of our planet 
and the universe, galaxies and the Milky Way than John’s readers in the 1st century. Even 
the modern astrophysicists, like Brian Cox, wouldn’t make a definitive statement like that.  

So let’s not enter into a chronological interpretation of “the beginning”, for God was before 
time, in time and outside of our time concept.    

When John says, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us ”, he is talking 
about the birth of Jesus from his understanding of who Jesus is and what Jesus was on 
about.  

His use of the ‘Word’ with a capital W reminds us of the Word of God in the creation story 
where it is said “let there be ….”, and then the Word of a promise God gave to Abraham and 
Moses and Israel. And here it is in John’s gospel, where the Word refers to Jesus as the 
Incarnation of God’s Word, promise and God’s very nature, Love.  

  

People often ask us to provide our ID, a piece of paper to prove who we are. But what is 
more genuine and authentic to prove who we are to ourselves than our very being?  

The birth of Jesus in the gospel of John is depicted metaphysically from John’s perspective 
of who Jesus was and is and will be in his relationship with God. Jesus fulfilled God’s 
promise of salvation, the one-ness between Jesus and God in the concept of Word for John. 
So Jesus is none other than the exact ID of God, the incarnated one of God if we could 
visualise God in a physical form.  

  

Unlike Luke’s Christmas story, John’s account of Christ’s birth transcends time and space 
and focuses on the meaning of Christmas. He declares that the coming of Jesus is the light 
coming into the darkness. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

  

And we, too, experience that light is stronger than darkness, love stronger than hate and life 
stronger than death in our faith journey.   
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The Christmas story in John’s gospel tells the great mystery of the incarnated God in Jesus 
and reveals the secret of becoming children of God as we accept Jesus as our Lord.  

Furthermore, you and I became members of the same household because of Christmas, 
and you and I are woven into the divine story of God’s Love.  

On the first Sunday in 2022,  I suggest that we make Christmas every day of the year.  

  

  

Let me finish my reflection by sharing the poem written by Howard Thurman, an African-
American theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. 
 

“The work of Christmas.”  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

  

 Happy New Year, and bless you all to live the Christmas life every day of 2022!  

 

 
TiS 241 So God loved the people of the world  
 

1. So God loved the people of the world  
he gave his only Son, 
who was born by the Spirit from heaven  
and came and lived as one of us.  
 

2. His blood for our sins was shed;  
his love is without end! 
He has given us the fullness of life,  
to live in heaven with him.  

 
3. And so we give glory to Christ,  

for he alone is Lord.  
Every colour and race is his own,  

     the Saviour of the universe.  
D’ Arcy Wood 

© Australian Hymn Book Co. 
 

Offering  
Jesus came to bring light into that darkness, and into our darkness.  
As we bring our tithes and offering to you this day, transform them into light for the hungry, 
for the hopeless, for the forgotten and the oppressed.  
We will share his light in us! In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
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Prayer for others   Kate Prowse  
 
As the Word who became flesh, Lord, you understand the reality of living in this world and, 
as a new year dawns, we gently yet fervently pray for our home and its people. 
At this time we turn our thoughts to those in our community who have worked across the 
Christmas period.  In the true sense of love and service, we pray for those who will see the 
results of excess and loss of control and have to deal with the consequences. 
We pray for doctors, nurses and all medical staff who care for those who are sick and for 
those who will end up in emergency situations across the holiday period.  As they work in an 
overstretched health systems across the globe, we pray your blessing upon them and the 
work they do.  For every person administering thousands upon thousands of COVID tests, 
day after day, we pray your strength will uphold them.  As mixed messaging confuses many, 
may health workers have clear minds and focus to do their job with continued integrity and 
sense of calm. 
We pray for our emergency service men and women – the Police, Fire Brigade and 
Ambulance service who will continue to respond to situations that arise across the holiday 
period.  For those who put their lives at risk for others, and who see the unimaginable and 
devastating, day in day out, we pray for a capacity to not be overwhelmed and to feel your 
loving hand and hear you word whispered gently within their hearts, that they may be a 
continuation of light in the darkest of places. 
We pray for people working in retail and hospitality.  In this time of continued uncertainty, as 
fear causes changes of plans and cancellations,  grant them patience and a sense of 
purpose, as they serve holiday makers and travellers alike. 
We pray for our World Leaders.  Critical issues of finance, trade and security remain firmly 
on the global radar, while systems to deal with the ongoing pandemic shift and change daily.  
We pray that our leaders will watch with open eyes and hearts, and respond with wisdom 
and justice.  Justice for those who countries who lag behind with the most basic of needs, 
including vaccines at this time.  Those for whom there is no celebration of the goodness of 
life. 
For PNG, the Solomon Islands, countries of South East Asia and African nations,  – Lord let 
us not, for one moment, allow the plight of those suffering hunger, slavery, disease or 
displacement, leave our minds as we continue to navigate our own problems and anxieties. 
We pray for people living in the region in which The Word became Flesh – for Israel and 
Palestine where the threat of danger, death and loss is constant.  For people in Libya, Egypt,  
and Afghanistan.....amidst our own celebrations of ringing in a New Year, let us call to mind 
those people whose lives continue to be shattered and disrupted by war and civil unrest, 
amidst the ever-present and ongoing pandemic. 
We pray today for people for whom the preparations leading up to this New Year only bring 
heartbreak and sadness.  We pray for the families who face the year without loved ones; 
children and parents alike.  We pray in particular for the families in Devonport Tasmania, 
who lost children in the end of year school celebrations. Bind their wounds and heal the 
brokenhearted. 
For people in our own community who are also feeling the loss of loved ones, through death, 
divorce, estrangement, perhaps due to distance or for a multitude of other reasons.  WE 
name them softly in our hearts............ 
We pray today for school and university students who look towards a new year of possibility.  
We pray that wisdom, life lessons and important learning has taken place and that all 
students will take the time to reflect upon all that has been learnt.  We pray for graduates 
looking to receive their results in the weeks ahead.  Be with those who are ecstatic and look 
forward to making decisions about their direction in life.  We also pray for those students 
who are experiencing disappointment brought on by the interrupted year of study.   May they 
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feel supported and determined to use their experiences to venture down new paths.  
Sometimes the unexpected can be the most rewarding.  We pray for teachers and university 
lecturers who have seen their students through the year.  May they have the opportunity to 
relax and recharge before their return to work, not knowing what to expect in these uncertain 
times. 
We pray that at this time of Christmas and beyond that your world will hear the word, 
“Emmanuel” – God with us, and know that you ARE with us and that your comforting arms 
are there to carry humanity through their heartache. 
Lord we also pray for your divinely created earth.  In the excitement of Christmas, the 
unwrapping of gifts, the eating of food, the holiday travel and New Year celebrations – let us 
be mindful of the waste, the pollution and the destruction of the planet if we are not 
thoughtful about our actions.   
Lord God of creation, help us to acknowledge all these prayers, may we keep them close to 
our hearts and act upon them as we are able. 
We ask in the name of the Word made Flesh 
Amen 
 
 
 
Holy Communion  
Welcome to the feast of the Lord. 
Christ invites us all to his table, where he will feed us with himself by the Holy Spirit. 
 
At the Lord’s Supper we look back, remembering the whole story of our salvation; we look 
around, seeing that we are together members of the body of Christ; we look forward to the 
great banquet in God’s coming kingdom; and we look up to our ascended Lord, who 
promises to feed us with his body and blood by the Holy Spirit. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 
With joy we praise you, gracious Father, 
      for you have created heaven and earth, 
      made us in your image, and kept covenant with us— 
      even when we fell into sin. 
We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
      who came among us as the Word made flesh 
      to show us your glory, full of grace and truth. 
Therefore we join our voices 
      with all the saints and angels and the whole creation 
      to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Minister: We give thanks to God the Father that our Saviour, Jesus Christ, before he 
suffered, gave us this memorial of his sacrifice, until he comes again. At his last supper, the 
Lord Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it  and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

In the same way, he took the cup after supper and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this in remembrance of me.” For whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament: 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Minister: Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup may be for us the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. May we and all your saints be united with Christ 
and remain faithful in hope and love. Gather your whole church, O Lord, into the glory of 
your kingdom. 

 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Communion 
 
 
Prayer after communion  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
     you have graciously accepted us as living members 
     of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
     and you have fed us with spiritual food 
     in the sacrament of his body and blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
     and grant us strength and courage 
     to love and serve you 
     with gladness and singleness of heart. 
Through Christ, our Lord.   

Amen. 
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TiS 246 Christ is the world’s light  
 
1. Christ is the world’s light, he and none other;  
Born in our darkness, he became our brother.  
If we have seen him, we have seen the father:  
Glory to God on high.  
 
2. Christ is the world’s peace, he and none other;  
No one can serve him and despise his brother.  
Who else unites us, one in God the Father ?  
Glory to God on high.  
 
3.Christ is the world’s life, he and none other;  
Sold one for silver, murdered here, our brother  
He, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father:  
Glory to God on high.  
 
4.Give God the glory, God and none other;  
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father;  
Give God the glory, God in man my brother:  
Glory to God on high.  

CCLI Song # 2564601 
Fred Pratt Green 

 © 1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 
Benediction  
The light of God has come into our world 
to proclaim God’s justice and love; 
It has overcome the darkness and brought new life. 
 
Christ our companion has redeemed our world 
He draws us into a loving family 
From every tribe and family and culture. 
 
The Spirit has equipped us for service 
To love our neighbours as we do ourselves 
To bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth. 
So now go and tell  
In God’s Love the nations of the earth will put their hope. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and always .  
 
Postlude 
 
Christmas blessing  by Carolyn Arends 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYNCkxPsaO4 
 
or  
 
Traveller’s prayer  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTZ_VQg0RaU 


