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Leura Uniting Church  

19 December 2021 

Advent 4 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 

 
 
Acknowledgement of country  
'In the season of Advent, we acknowledges the Gundunggura and Darug people, the  
Traditional Custodians  of the land in which we live, share and worship.  We pay our respect 
to their Elders past and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. 
 
 
Advent candle  

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 

We light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with 
prayer. 

Today, We light the candle of love 
This candle reminds us that love has no bounds in the midst of a time of strict 
boundaries.         

Let us pray: 

God, whose origin is from ancient of days, we seek your presence. Help us usher in the 
coming Christ Child during this season of holy waiting. Come in hope. Come in peace. Come 
in joy. Come in love. Come, O Lord. Amen. 

Advent Response                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
O come, O branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny:  
from depths of hell your people save  
and give them victory o’er the grave.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel.  
 
Call to Worship  
 
God has done great things for us! 
God’s love is heralded in the promise of Christ. 
Holy is God’s name! 
God’s promises are fulfilled in the coming of Christ. 
God’s mercy extends from generation to generation. 
God’s salvation is offered in the gift of Christ. 

John Mason Neale  
 Public Domain 
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Opening Prayer  
Holy God, 
your prophet Micah foretold with faith 
that a new ruler would come forth from Bethlehem 
today we celebrate the fulfillment of your promise; 
your daughter Elizabeth proclaimed with faith 
that her cousin was to be the mother of her Lord 
today we celebrate the fulfillment of your promise; 
your servant Mary proclaimed with faith 
that she would be called blessed by all generations 
today we celebrate the fulfillment of your promise. 
Make us bold enough to proclaim with faith 
the coming of your kingdom, 
the coming of your justice, 
the coming of your peace. 
May we sing out the good news of your salvation, 
trusting in fulfillment of your promises. 
All this we pray in the name of the one who comes. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Confession  
 
Loving God, 
even in the midst of this season of goodwill, 
there is much to confess. 
In spite of holiday cheer, 
stress and anxiety rule our lives. 
We miss the reason for the season, 
focusing instead on long to-do lists. 
We fail to think about your reordered world— 
a world where the lowly are lifted up 
and the hungry are filled with good things. 
Help us adjust our Christmas priorities, 
that we can truly prepare a world that welcomes 
the one who brings us peace. Amen. 
 
 
Words of Assurance 
The ancient promises of God are fulfilled. 
God does not forget us. 
God’s mercy extends to all who sincerely seeking forgiveness. 

Our soul rejoice in God! 

Scripture reading  
 
Micah5: 1-5        Michael Slinn 
Luke 1: 39-45      Delma Marland  
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Reflection  
 
Last Sunday, we talked about John the Baptist, JB. The man was pointing his finger to the 
one who is greater than him, the one who will baptise with the spirit and fire!  

Today, we will talk about his mother, Elizabeth or Liz or Beth, we would call in Australia.  

Let's get into a holy gossip!  

I don't know about Australia, but in Korea, people say, 'Look at her mother' if you want to 
know about the daughter. So I am going to stretch this to the mother and son connection.  

Elizabeth was the wife of the priest Zechariah and the descendant of Aaron, Moses' 
mouthpiece. And she was described as righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's 
commands and decrees blamelessly. Although she was infertile and too old to get pregnant, 
she got pregnant miraculously, too, like the wife of Abraham, Sarah.  

  

Today's story tells that the young pregnant Mary went to her cousin Elizabeth's home in the 
hill country of Judea.  

Ever since she received this bombshell announcement from the angel Gabriel, Mary must 
have gone through an emotional rollercoaster, grappling with the problems of being pregnant 
before she got together with her fiancé, Joseph and the weight of prophecy. This Son will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Highest, who will reign over Israel forever".  

  

As we say, 'Misery loves company', Mary needed to talk with someone and confide her 
secret, something she could not tell just anyone. And here, JB, not yet even born, started to 
do his mission, leaping in his mother's womb when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting. This 
spirit-filled experience led Elizabeth to utter the most profound message, just like the angel 
Gabriel said to Mary, "Blessed are you among women and blessed is the child you will bear! 
".    

Maybe it was her husband who had social status as a priest, but here it is, Elizabeth, who is 
speaking like a prophet.  

With the significant intuition of a pregnant woman, Elizabeth saw what might happen and 
reflected on her situation. "Why am I so favoured that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me?"  

  

In July 1997, I went to the 8th Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia, held in Perth.  

This was the most famous church meeting reported almost daily for seven days, even in 
secular news outlets. And the hottest discussions and debates occurred when the Task 
Group on Sexuality brought its final report on "Faith and Sexuality" to the meeting.  

  

Due to the nature of the topic, the Assembly held a closed session for some of the hearing 
time. Many spoke passionately to affirm the joys of God's good gift of sexuality, whilst others 
quoted scripture verses to support their traditional values and views.  

As a member of the Assembly, each person was free to respond and voice their mind in the 
Assembly.  

As I listened to the heated debate, I was deeply conscious of a child I was carrying. I was 
seven months pregnant at that time. I would give birth in two months, but I did not yet know 
whether it would be a baby girl or a baby boy. The gender of the child was unknown.  

And here I was hearing the experience of people whose gender didn't determine how they 
celebrated their sexuality. I was thinking about my unborn child, over whom I had no control 
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of deciding its gender, but I knew for sure that I would have to accept and was willing to 
accept no matter what.  

And when I had this realisation, I stood up and shared my response as a pregnant woman 
whose child would be her gift from God, so accept it no matter what.  

I could not believe the transition of my conviction on this issue as I had been entirely on the 
other end of the spectrum in this debate.  

I am not promoting here the power of a pregnant woman. Quite the contrary!  

But I am talking about the power of vulnerability and the power of faith.  

In the gospel of Luke, we meet two vulnerable women, one who could be infertile and the 
other, a young woman from a little town of Nazareth, infamously known as the insignificant 
little town as we read in John's gospel: "Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?' 
And also mentioned in the oracle of the Prophet Micah. "Though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel."  

Both Elizabeth and Mary experienced unexpected news that would change their lives.  

Both women were humble enough to surrender to God's promise.  

  

Christmas is not just about the birth of Baby Jesus but about the new order, the new way of 
being, as Elizabeth saw herself in her confession and the way Mary proclaimed God's great 
work in her song.  

Although there are colossal distances and gaps between the world the Prophet Micah lived 
into ours, the oracle of Micah shares the universal truth about the promise of God, that God 
is faithful and will fulfil his promise but in an unexpected way.  

Likewise, the lives of Elizabeth and Mary in their first-century geopolitical situation are 
different to us today. However, we too experience injustice and structural problems, which 
are by far too big for us to solve as Elizabeth and Mary did.  

In the final week of the season of Advent, we are reminded of the love of God through the 
narrative of  Elizabeth and Mary and the oracle of the Prophet Micah. The good news we 
hear today is that God favours the small, weak and lowly, and promising faithfulness from 
generation to generation. 

Friends, Elizabeth and Mary, the two pregnant women, bear witness to God's faithfulness 
and mighty work in their own lives. Shall we, too, be god-bearers in this Christmas season, 
letting others know the love of God inscribed in our hearts and our lives. Furthermore, shall 
we bring this power of God's love and longing for justice into our world as we unwrap the gift 
of God in smallness!  

Let me finish the reflection with the Haiku, which sums what we anticipate.  

Old ladies, virgins, 

in unseen, improbable, 

pregnant believing. 

 Amen. 
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TiS 161 Tell out my soul  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name- the Lord, the mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight; 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

CCLI Song # 2402653 
Timothy Dudley-Smith 

 © 1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Company 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 
 
Prayer for the offering  
You have blessed us with the gift of your Son, 
and indeed, with the gift of life itself. 
Out of all these blessings, 
we give you back these offerings this day. 
Knowing that your promises will be fulfilled, 
we pledge our lives to you 
in anticipation of the coming of the one 
who brings us peace. Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements & Christmas Bowl    John Cox and Perce Marland  
 
 
Prayers of the people  Mark Hillis 
 
As we pray this morning, we think of the wider world and the many needs that come to our 
awareness. In this time of Advent, our thoughts are drawn to the birthplace of Jesus, 
Bethlehem; and to Ramallah, Hebron and Jerusalem. We pray for the small Christian 
communities in Israel and Palestine. Where Christians have been harassed by extremist 
groups, grant them courage to speak out and strengthen alliances with those who are their 
friends among Muslim and Jewish communities. May they witness to the continuing 
presence Christian faith since the Church began. As the older Christian residents of these 
places lament continuing emigration from Israel and Palestine, we pray that they will find the 
support they need locally and internationally to stay and to broaden their work for peace and 
reconciliation in these places.  
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With the World Council of Churches we join in prayer this week for China, Hong Kong and 
Macau. We pray for those who suffer for their faith or for their convictions in these places. 
We long for greater tolerance, respect and a greater valuing of difference and diversity in 
China, Hong Kong and Macau. Through the patience and persistent love of faithful people, 
may barriers between peoples be overcome and tyranny overturned. 
 
We acknowledge the work in our own regions of the Pacific and Asia and the quiet, 
grounded work enabled by the Christmas Bowl with which our church is connected. We 
earnestly pray for communities recovering from natural disasters in Indonesia; for 
Palestinian and Syrian refugees in Jordan; for Sri-Lankan refugees in India; and refugees in 
Ethiopia. Strengthen the work of the Christmas Bowl, gracious God. Keep us alert to the 
efforts of local people in these countries who labour for their people and their local 
environments. With Mary the mother of Jesus, we pray that you will be seen to scatter the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts; and that you will bring down the powerful from their 
thrones and lift up the lowly. (Luke 1: 51-52) 
 
Loving Presence, we offer our prayers for those near to us, and those for whose care we 
accept responsibility. [We pause, as we name these people aloud or inwardly] Empowered 
by your Spirit, may we bring peace and healing, forgiveness, companionship, and love 
whenever we have opportunity.  
 
We pray for the people of the Blue Mountains communities. Through the City Council, State 
and Federal Governments, we express our longing for wisdom, care and consultation 
amongst the people of our communities. We pray for their common good, and for 
relationship-building with the Indigenous people in this place. Help us to engage with those 
in power through all means available, and to take our share of responsibility for good order.   
Encourage us, loving God, to be bold in our faith and full of grace in all our relationships. In 
the name of Jesus, AMEN. 
 
We now join in praying together that pattern for prayer that Jesus taught his first disciples:  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn TiS 272 Come thou long expected Jesus  
 
Come, thou long- expected Jesus 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in Thee. 
 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Charles Wesley  
 Public Domain 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
 
 
Blessing 
May the love of God, 
extends mercy from generation to generation. 
May the illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
prepares us for the coming of our Lord. 
May the peace of the Christ child, who will be born on Christmas day  
bring the kingdom that will never end.  

 
Go from this place, tell others about God's love.  
Do not be afraid! God is truly with you.  
 
Recessional music  ‘Canticle of turning’  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9QeTmRCpW4 
 


