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Leura Uniting Church Worship Service for Sunday 12th December 2021, 

Third Sunday of Advent. Leader: Mark Hillis. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY: 

This Christian congregation respectfully acknowledges the Gundungurra & Dharug peoples, as 

original owners, custodians and inhabitants of this land for millennia: including the present and future. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Based on Psalm 126 

LEADER: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Jerusalem, we were like those who dream. 

PEOPLE: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with joyful songs; 

LEADER: then it was said among the nations, "The Lord has done great things for them.” 

PEOPLE:  God has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

LEADER: Restore our fortunes, gracious God, like the watercourses renew the desert. 

PEOPLE: May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

LEADER: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

PEOPLE: shall come home with shouts of joy, as they bring in the harvest.  
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

LEADER: On this Third Sunday of Advent, we light the candles of hope and 

peace again.  

Today, we light a candle for Joy for the first time. It is a sign of joy which comes 

when we learn that God is with us.  

PEOPLE: Come, Lord Jesus, fill us with the joy of your presence.  

This week, help us to bring hope, peace, and joy to all we meet! AMEN.  
 

Together in Song Hymn 265 O come, Emmanuel  (Words on page 5) 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION, CONFESSION AND THANKSGIVING 

Beginning with words from Isaiah 12: 2 

LEADER: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

PEOPLE: For the Lord God is my strength and my might; 

who has become my salvation.  

[… Prayer continues …] 
 

Good and gracious God, we claim the truth of Isaiah the Prophet. We do this in the face of the wrongs 

we see and the harm that is done to your dear earth and to our fellow creatures. May your spirit breathe 

upon all creation, awakening it to the connections we share and the hope that you offer. Sustain our 

vision and hope through Jesus we pray: The One who embodies your love for this world that is our 

home. Sustain our capacity to give and receive, to share and to nurture love, joy, hope and peace we 

pray. When we are burdened by thoughts of our actions in past days; when things we have done, or 

which have been done to us, were hurtful or shameful to recall; from the power of these past actions 

free us by the grace of your forgiving love. These things we bring in the name of Jesus: who died, who 

was raised and who lives forevermore, AMEN. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

(From Isaiah 61:9) 

LEADER: I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,  

my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for God has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  

and has covered me with the robe of righteousness. 
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PEOPLE: Praise and thanks to God, forever. AMEN.  
 

SCRIPTURE 

Philippians 4: 4-9 (Trevor Prowse) 

READER: Gracious God, put your law within us 

RESPONSE: And write it upon our hearts [Jeremiah 31:33] 
 

Luke 3: 7-18 (Merril Hillis) 

READER: In this is the Gospel of the Lord: 

RESPONSE: Praise to Jesus Christ, the Word!  
 

Together in Song Hymn 270 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (Words on page 5) 
 

SHARING THE WORD: The Proclaimer 
 

To begin with today, I want to go to the very last verse that we read in the Gospel of Luke today 

(3:18): “So, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good news to the people.” Good 

news? John preaching good news! Isn’t he the one quoted as saying verses 7 to 9 [Read them]? What 

is Luke doing, sneaking in this reference to Good News and John’s message? 
 

How can John’s message be aligned with good news? And, even more 

challenging, is there any evidence that John, the baptizer and proclaimer – the 

voice crying out in the wilderness (3:4) ‘prepare the way of the Lord,’ was 

joyful? My collection of pictures yields only one smiling John the Baptizer 

(Leonardo Da Vinci’s), and I don’t like it much. See what you think. The Da 

Vinci portrait does one thing for us, it shows John pointing away from himself, 

which is one of his chief hallmarks. Perhaps there’s joy in that? I do not think 

John was an angry man. He was passionate for what is just and good. 
 

The truly remarkable thing about John in Luke’s Gospel is the nature of his 

discourse. It is so practical. It is so immediate and relevant to his listeners’ ears. His words were 

challenging. They led to people asking, “What should we do?” And he wasn’t afraid to give answers – 

direct, concrete answers to their questions. Look at them:  

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also 

asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”  
  

The result of his proclamations? (3:15) “People were filled with expectation [their hopes began to rise] 

… and they wondered if he might be the Promised One, the Messiah.” Let’s wonder: Why would this 

account of guidance from John the baptizer lead to heightened expectation? We are so far from those 

times, but let’s give it a go. Why were their hearts touched by this man? [There may be a brief 

discussion with the congregation]. 
 

For the benefit of the printed version of this service: Could it be that this call to simplicity – a call to 

radical action – is the answer? 

• Share what you have, and don’t accumulate things for yourself. 

• Don’t cheat people or take advantage of them. Resist the temptation to abuse your privileges. 

Be content with fair recompense.  

• Use your power for good and not to intimidate or extort others. 
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John shares a simple vision that encapsulates the message of the prophets of Israel. The vision of a 

society redeemed and renewed. At its heart is repentance: and repentance is not about condemnation. 

Repentance means to turn your life Godward. Accumulating things and dominating people is not going 

to renew your hope and your joy in life. God is at work in the world, if we only let ourselves see where 

and with whom. And, for Luke, this story – this refreshing story – begins with the appearance of the 

Proclaimer, John, and continues with the very embodiment of God’s loving presence, Jesus. 
 

John, then, is a role model for the Christian church.1 We, too, are the proclaimers! We don’t have to be 

duplicate copies of John. But it wouldn’t hurt for us to witness to another way of living than 

consumerism and selfishness. And if we witness to that way of life, we had better not become proud 

and aloof. We had best not imagine that institutions, rituals, or family pedigree will save us. John made 

that clear to the people in his own day.  
 

Best of all, in fact, it would be good if we reflected the joy and compassion that people felt in the 

presence of Jesus. We can do that now, as do many Christ-like people. A couple I know from a Sydney 

church community spent years supporting an asylum-seeker, who was sent to Villawood Detention 

Centre prior to deportation. The love of this couple for the young man they were supporting enabled 

them to keep pressing for contact visits and access in the face of the cold, unwelcoming, unreflective 

gaze of institutional bureaucracy. Before his deportation, the young man was encouraged by the 

presence of his sponsors. He was also comforted by an event my friend (one of the sponsors) 

described:        

A young boy of four or five years approached us with a beautiful smile and offered us each a piece 

of his sister's birthday cake.  In such a restricted place emerged a spirit of love, generosity and 

hope of a better future. 
   

Today’s Christmas Bowl story of a Sri Lankan family who finally made it home after twelve years in 

an Indian refugee camp, is another example. The quiet, humble work of people advocating for others 

takes time and patience. I dare to say that in these events is an unexpected glimpse of something good; 

a bright moment in a place where sadness resides. There are reasons to hope that, in the words of 

Psalm 126, 5-6: 

Those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for 

sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

Together in Song Hymn 323 Mary’s Child (Words on page 5) 
 

OFFERINGS, DEDICATION & NOTICES 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Carolyn Craig-Emilsen) 

Loving God, we come before you in this season of Advent, 

In expectancy and longing for new beginnings 

As revealed to us in your promise through your precious birth  

And the hope that new life brings – 
 

LEADER: God of love and wisdom 

PEOPLE: Hear our prayer 
 

Merciful and compassionate God, we are overwhelmed 

By the grief of this world, in places where hope is fragile - 

 
1 Alan Culpepper uses the term role model for John. See The Gospel of Luke. In L. E. Keck (Ed.), New Interpreter’s Bible (Vol. 9, p. 

82). Nashville: Abingdon Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nibab?ref=Bible.Lk3.1-6&off=9822&ctx=t+yet+been+realized%E2%80%94~John+serves+as+a+rol
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For the war in Yemen and the loss of babies and children, 

For Burma, where protestors are mercilessly suppressed, 

For Indonesians fleeing the eruption of Mount Semeru, 

For the unrest and disruption to life in the Solomon Islands, 

For the millions still suffering from COVID 19 

And for the inequities of access to medical care and vaccines across the world. 
 

LEADER: God of love and wisdom 

PEOPLE: Hear our prayer 
 

Lord of Creation, we give thanks for the rain 

We also pray for farmers and their livestock affected by floods, 

We give thanks for the Australian bush and desert and rivers and our wildlife 

We pray for living creatures everywhere in the world 

And for those who strive to conserve rather than destroy our Earth. 
 

LEADER: God of love and wisdom 

PEOPLE: Hear our prayer 
 

God of all understanding, we pray for your church and the world, 

For our striving to be the people of God wherever we are, 

We pray that we may learn to walk more fully beside our First Nations Peoples 

We pray for greater tolerance and kindness and for openness to other faiths and cultures 

We pray for the wellbeing of our Uniting Church 

And for our ministers here in the Blue Mountains,  

 Especially we give thanks for the ministry of Myung Hwa Park here at Leura  

And pray that she may feel your encouragement for her witness  

And leading of special services in this Season of Advent and always. 
 

LEADER: God of love and wisdom 

PEOPLE: Hear our prayer 
 

Gentle God, we give thanks for our communities in the Blue Mountains, 

We ask for your tender compassion to surround those who are vulnerable  

For your blessings and guidance for the work of Junction 142 

And in all the ways our Leura church community cares for its members, families and others. 

As we come to the end of two Pandemic years, 

We think of those for whom this Christmas may be a challenge and ask your hope to surround them. 

We will have a moment’s silence to offer our prayers in the silence of our hearts or to say a name 

aloud of someone you would like our prayers to surround. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As One Voice Volume 2, Hymn #43 Star Child (Words on page 5) 
 

BLESSING 

The grace of Christ attend you; 

the love of God surround you; 

the Holy Spirit keep you; 

this day and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Baptism of Christ, 

Dave Zelenka 
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Hymn 265 O come, Emmanuel 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here  

until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to you, O 

Israel.  

2. O come, O come, great Lord of might  

who to the tribes on Sinai’s height  

in ancient times did give the law  

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! rejoice! ... 

3. O come, O key of David, come,  

and open wide our heavenly home;  

make safe the way that leads on high  

and close the path to misery.  

Rejoice! rejoice! ... 

Anon., Latin, 18th cent. or earlier based on 

Antiphons from 9th cent. or earlier 

tr. John Mason Neale 1818–66 alt. Reproduced with 

permission. Words: CCLI Licence No. 300742. 

 

Hymn 270 On Jordan’s bank 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  

announces that the Lord is nigh;  

come then and hearken, for he brings  

glad tidings from the King of kings.  

2. Then cleansed be every heart from sin;  

make straight the way for God within;  

prepare we in our hearts a home  

where such a mighty guest may come.  

3. For you are our salvation, Lord,  

our refuge and our great reward;  

without your grace we waste away  

like flowers that wither and decay.  

4. To heal the sick stretch out your hand,  

and bid the fallen sinner stand;  

shine forth, and let your light restore  

earth’s own true loveliness once more.  

5. To him who left the throne of heaven  

to free us all, let praise be given;  

and praise be to the Father done,  

and Holy Spirit, Three in One.  

Charles Coffin 1676–1749 tr. John Chandler 1806–

76 alt. Reproduced with permission. Words: CCLI 

Licence No. 300742  

 

 

Hymn 323 Mary’s Child 

1. Born in the night,  

Mary’s child,  

a long way from your home;  

coming in need,  

Mary’s child,  

born in a borrowed room. 
  

2. Clear shining light,  

Mary’s child,  

your face lights up our way;  

light of the world,  

Mary’s child,  

dawn on our darkened day.  
 

3. Truth of our life,  

Mary’s child,  

you tell us God is good;  

prove it is true,  

Mary’s child,  

go to your cross of wood.  
 

4. Hope of the world,  

Mary’s child,  

you’re coming soon to reign;  

King of the earth,  

Mary’s child,  

walk in our streets again. 
  

Geoffrey Ainger 1925–. Words and music by permission Stainer & 
Bell, London.  OneLicense, A729788. All rights reserved. 

 

As One Voice #43 Star Child 

1. Star Child earth child go between of God 

love child Christ child Heaven’s lightning rod 

This year this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive. 
 

2. Street child beat child no place left to go 

hurt child used child no one wants to know 

This year this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive 
 

3. Grown child old child memory full of years 

sad child lost child story told in tears 

This year this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive  
 

4. Spared child spoiled child having wanting more 

Wise child faith child knowing joy in store  

This year this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive 
 

5. Hope for peace Child God’s stupendous sign 

Down to earth child Star of stars that shine 

This year this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive 
 

Words: Shirley E Murray 

Music: Carlton Young 

OneLicense, A729788. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


