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 Leura Uniting Church  

5 December 2021 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 

 
Acknowledgement of country  
 
We would like to acknowledge, the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather 
today, Gundungurra and Darug people. We would also like to pay our respects to the Elders 
past, present and future.  
 
 
Advent candlelight liturgy  

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 

Hear these words from the prophet Malachi: 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight 
— indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

We light this candle in hope.               

We light this candle in peace.                         

Let us pray.  God of peace, we look forward with excitement and perhaps dread the day of 
Christ’s coming to earth. Prepare our hearts, refine our spirits, mould us to your will as we 
await your son and our saviour. Amen. 

Advent Response.   O Come, O Come Emmanuel    

O come, O come, great Lord of might who to the tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient 
times did give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.    

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

John Mason Neale  
 Public Domain 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
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Call to Worship 

Friends, we have heard the promise,  Christ is coming! 
Valleys will be filled and mountains will be made low!  
The crooked shall be made straight and the rough ways will be made smooth! 
All flesh shall see the salvation of God! God’s chosen One will soon be among us.  We must 
make ready our lives for the coming of the Lord.  Let us watch and wait with eager longing. 

Worship song  TiS 279 The king of glory comes, the nation rejoices.  

Refrain : The king of glory comes, the nation rejoices, open the gates before him, lift up your 

voices.  

1. Who is the King of glory how shall we call him? He is Immanuel, the promised of 

ages. Refrain  

2. Sing then of David’s son, our Saviour and brother, in all of Galilee was never  

another. Refrain  

3. He conquered sin and death, he truly has risen, and he will share with us his 

heavenly vision.  Refrain  

4. The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices, open the gates before him lift up your 

vision. The king of glory comes the nation rejoices.  

Willard Francis Jabusch 1930- 
Words © WF Jabusch 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 

Prayer of thanksgiving  

Prayer of confession       

Let us pray together  

We confess to the ways we have damaged our relationships 

with God and one another by what we have done and what we have left undone. 

We wish to be forgiven and set free. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Friends, God's Grace is wider than our wildest imaginings. 
God's Grace embraces us as we are and where we are 
and draws us out to be the people we were created to be.  
our God desires us to live the lives of peace 
 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Scripture reading  

Malachi 3: 1-4   Lorraine  White  

Luke 3 : 1-6  Perce Marland  

Luke 1:68-79.  ( Music )  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzC9dxwRddc 
or  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSiEeFhXsLQ 

 

 

Reflection  

“Advent message of an alternative way” 

 

It is so good to worship with you together in the church after the five long months of 
lockdown. Although we still have restrictions in place and need to take extra cautions with 
the ongoing Covid pandemic, worshipping together face to face elevates the Advent spirit, 
which we should never take for granted!  

During the lockdown, we had to live with alternative ways of trying to cling to our sense of 
normality and keep our sanity.  Online grocery shopping, various methods of virtual worship 
services, family gatherings via zoom meetings, even having a dinner party with friends 
online have sustained us and even given us a new dimension for our life.  

Furthermore, along the way we’ve learnt that virtual connections also save us time and 
energy. Although we love our old normal as we say 'Better the devil you know" or what 
Koreans say "the old officer is better", we have learnt that this new alternative way offers us 
an opportunity to broaden our awareness of a wide range of issues, and to connect with 
people and places beyond our immediate situation.   

 

Today, on the second Sunday in the Advent season, both the Old Testament reading from 
Malachi and the gospel reading from Luke speak about alternative ways to prepare for the 
coming of the Lord.  

One thousand years after Abraham, the prophet Malachi conveyed the words of God to the 
people of Israel, that God will intervene where the people have fallen short in their keeping 
of their covenant with God. The message of salvation was preached to Israel when they 
were in exile by the prophet Isaiah.  

And in the gospel this saving work of God is now about to take place in the coming of the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ. Today's gospel reading from Luke chapter 3 announces John the 
Baptist, a messenger of God who is preparing the way in the wilderness, just as it was 
announced in the words of Isaiah, the prophet.  

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord...... 

            Every valley shall be lifted,              

every hill and mountain brought low, 

            the crooked shall be made straight, 

            the rough ways shall be made smooth’. 
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There is a strong emphasis on the details of the political realities of the period that Luke 
includes in this story. The word of God came to John the Baptist in the concrete reality of the 
world in which he lived, which encourages us to hear the word of God in our own political, 
social and environmental context.   

From the gospel of Matthew, we learn that John the Baptist had already adopted an 
alternative life style, living in the wilderness, going around the country preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. His life reflects his preaching.   

Yesterday the local government election was held. Due to the pandemic, there were limited 
campaign rallies. Unless you read articles about individual candidates in a local newspaper 
or Facebook pages, it wasn't easy to know what they had announced about their election 
promises.  As a new voter in the mountains, it wasn't easy to figure out what each 
candidate's message was about our political situation with the ever-challenging social, 
environmental climate of the 21st century.  

I don't have to tell you who I voted for, but I can say that I voted for the candidate whose 
emphasis was inclusive and whose interests included all living on this planet.  

  

The message of both Malachi and John the Baptist is for everyone to see the salvation of 
God.  And this good news is to be revealed fully and wholly in Jesus Christ, who was born in 
the little town of Bethlehem, and who bore witness to God's love, power and faithfulness in 
his life and death.  

 

We all experience that taking an alternative way is challenging for us, for it requires us to 
take an uncomfortable or inconvenient path, but we also know that the road that leads to life 
is through a narrow gate, and our God comforts us ultimately.  

Friends, we have been blessed with discovering alternative ways of doing things during the 
lockdown.  

So let us go the extra step to share the blessings of the Advent message with others that all 
people will see God's salvation. Let us celebrate the spirit of Advent;  hope, peace, joy and 
love for the coming of Jesus. Amen.    

 

Hymn of reflection TiS 647  

Refrain 
Comfort, comfort all my people with the comfort of my word. 

Speak it tender to my people: All your sins are taken away. 

1. Though your tears be rivers running, though your tears be an ocean full, 

though you cry with the hurt of living, comfort, comfort. 

Every valley shall be lifted, every mountain shall be low, 

every rough place will be smoother: comfort, comfort. 

Refrain 
2. Though we fracture God’s creation, though we stand so far apart, 

though we fail to love each other: comfort, comfort. 

Every wall will crack and crumble, every stranger will be friend, 

every one embrace another: comfort, comfort. 
Refrain 

CCLI Song # 1271882 
 © 1975 Mann, Robin 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI Licence # 300742 



 5

Prayer for offering  
 
Thank you, God of Love, for the promise of this season. We are grateful for the generosity 
aroused in us by Christ’s coming into the world. May these gifts represent a new spirit of 
joyous sharing among us, for the sake of all your children everywhere. Amen. 
 
 
Announcements  
 
 
Prayers for the People Sunday 5th December. 
Almighty God, we come together thankful and rejoicing as we return to worship mask to 
mask on this second Advent Sunday of Peace. Bless those this morning who are on Zoom 
or who are reading the worship service in their homes - we are united in prayer. 
Father, how warm and comforting although at times confronting is your presence in our lives. 
We live in hope and assurance that you are with us as we struggle to live out our faith. 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers 
 
Father of us all. We come to share our acknowledgement of your many gifts given freely to 
us – 
Of Delight as we experience in the everyday things. 
Faith in you that helps and guides and at times questions the reasons of our actions towards 
others. 
Joy in seeing and living in your wonderous creation – seeing the birds and wildlife, smelling 
the exciting fragrance of the bush, enjoying the coolness of over handing rocks. Teach us to 
treasure and care for your world. 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers 
 
Lord we are disturbed and unsettled by what is happening in the world – people in fear of 
their lives, threat of people’s livelihoods often determined by a few who use inhumane and 
forceful means. Help us to hear their cries for justice, to understand and act for others’ rights 
– for our near and far away neighbours, for refugees seeing a safe homeland, for those who 
are homeless.  
For those who are experiencing uncertainly in their safety and crops their produce due to 
rising flood water. God be with those farmers who are trying to harvest long awaited crops. 
We are dismayed by the way our governments make decisions with their lack quality 
discussion and decision making. Guide their ability to listen, to share wealth to those who 
are in need, and to serve all people.  
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers 
 
Blessed are those who care – who reach out to others, who see your mission afresh, who 
express their faith constantly in the giving of themselves. Instil in each of us to be part of the 
outreach. 
For the ongoing contact made by Junction 142 for the team who provide food and serve at 
Open table. For the difficult decision making made by the members of Junction 142 Board. 
Give them the encouragement and insight in moving forward in their actions to help others.  
For families of Playtime returning tomorrow. Keep them and the Playtime Team safe. We are 
fortunate to be able to witness how children and parents play and grow together.  
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers 
 
Today is the beginning – coming back to meet with each other, preparation and waiting for 
the Christ child. There is a renewed message of the challenge to follow you. Create in us an 
urge to be part of your church here in Leura to take an active role in your mission. May we 
see afresh our faith and willingness to take an active part and assist our minister Hyung Hwa 
Park. We show our gratitude for her leadership amongst this congregation and in the wider 
community. 
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Thinking of others in our congregation – for Gabriel Knox who is settling in her new home – 
give her strength and good health to meet the challenges she will face. We pray for her long-
time friends who will miss her and will reply on good memories of times together.  
We give thanks for new grandparents – Susie and Dennis, welcoming Glenda and Brett’s 
new baby, Xavier. Bless and keep them. 
Father with mixed feelings to rejoice and the safety of the members of our Leura 
congregation as we pray for those who have lost family and friends during the time of the 
pandemic. Comfort them particularly with the coming of Christmas. 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayers 

We pray in Christ’s name Amen. 

 

Advent Communion  
 

As we come to this table,  
we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ,  
a banquet prepared for everyone. 
All who seek to be nourished and sustained  
in the journey of faith, 
all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice, 
are welcome here.    
 
God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift our hearts in prayer. 
Let us give thanks to God.  
It is good to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Blessed are you, Breath of peace,  
Giver of all life,  
Source of love that knows no boundaries.  
Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began; 
throughout the ages, your song of liberation has impregnanted us with your hope 
for a world where: 
 those considered last and least are first and most; 

violence is overcome by the power of your ancient love; and, 
all siblings work together for peace. 

 
You bring our longings to birth, 
and send prophets to awaken us  
to your approaching Advent among us. 
 
We thank you for those who, like Mary, 
 have the strength and courage  
 to give birth to your love in the world; 
for those who, like the shepherds, 
 dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem; 
for those who, like the wise ones, 
 actively challenge violent and oppressive powers. 
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We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us 
 in womb and tomb, 
 in cradle and cross, 
 in tenderness and compassion. 
 
God of hope, make this bread the means of our rebuilding, 
this wine the medium of our transformation, 
this table the foundation of our renewal,  
and this community the place of our rebirth. Amen. 
 
At this time, we remember Jesus, 
Who on the night before he died,   
took a loaf of bread,  
gave you thanks, broke it, and said,  
“Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.” 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying,  
“This is the new covenant; remember me.”  
 
Gracious God, Breath of peace,  
Source of love, 
we pray for your Spirit.  
Make us, while many, one.  
Make us, though broken, whole.  
Make us, despite death, alive.  
And so we pray:  
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

 
And so we join in the prayer of Jesus: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

The body of Christ is broken; the Bread of life.  
The lifeblood of Christ is shed ;the cup of blessing.  
Let us eat and drink together  
for our strengthening in the faith, 
and for the sake of the world.  

Communion is served 
(the bread and the wine will be brought to people )  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We thank you, God, 
for breaking into our world  
and pouring into our lives and our experiences. 

We thank you, God, 
for this meal of thanksgiving  
and the stories of love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 

 
 

 

Closing hymn  TiS 658 I the Lord of sea and sky  

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky. I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin 
my had will save.  I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright,. 
Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send?  

Refrain:   Here I am, Lord, is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night;  I will go, 
Lord,  if you lead me, I will hold your people in my heart.  

2. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, I will set a  feast from 
them. My hand will save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts are satisfied. I will 
give my life to them. Whom shall I send ? Refrain 

Daniel L Schutte 1947- 
Words © D Schutte 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 
 
 
 

Benediction  

Go out into the world in this Advent season, ready to break down the obstacles and  
to smooth the rough ways and straighten the crooked paths. In hope and peace,  
soon and very soon all humanity shall see the salvation of God. 
May the love of God illumine your life and fill you with blessing,  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ inspire you to keep his word with blessing,  

May the Holy Spirit guide you every step of your way with blessing, now and always. Amen.  


