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Leura Uniting Church
3 October 2021
Rev Myung Hwa Park
Blessing of Animal Service
Welcome
We worship this Sunday with all the creatures we love. We join the Psalmists and rejoice
with all living things. We sing with the all the birds and animals that make our lives richer
because of their presence.
Acknowledgement of Country
“Aboriginal Eagle Dance”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl_mG7PEN9M
We acknowledge Gundungurra and Dharug people, the custodians of sacred stories, of
dreamings and their connections with all creatures of this land.
And commit to work together for the restoration of the God’s creation and Her Peoples.
Call to Worship Litany
(adapted from Psalm 148)
Praise God from the heavens!
Praise Him from the skies above!
Praise God, angels and all the hosts of heaven!
Praise Him, sun and moon, and shining stars!
Praise God, all creatures great and small,
Praise Him, animals and birds, reptiles and fish!
Praise God, kings of the earth and people everywhere,
Praise Him, men and women, young and old!
Let all the earth bring praise to the Lord,
at whose word creation came into being.
We gather to praise and worship our God!
Hymn TiS 135 “All things Bright and Beautiful”
Al things bright and beautiful.
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful
The Lord God made them all.
The wildflowers in their beauty,
The mountain ranges tall,
The billabongs and rivers,
And friendly birds that call,
Al things bright and beautiful.
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful

The Lord God made them all
The many coloured corals,
The creatures of the se,
Of bushland, field or desert,
On farms, or roaming free,
Al things bright and beautiful.
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful
The Lord God made them all

CCLI Song # 3812125
Brian Black | Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander | William Henry Monk
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Prayer of praise
L: Lord, for all the animals in the whole wide world,

P We praise you, God!
L: Lord, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals,

P We praise you, God!
L Lord, for all the times we have hurt or neglected animals,

P: We are sorry.
L: Lord, for all the times we have used poisons that have killed animals,
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P :We are sorry.
L: Lord, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of animals in the forests, oceans, or
fields,

P: We are sorry.
Declaration of forgiveness
L: I speak for Christ. For all your sins against the creatures of Earth, I forgive you and I call
upon you to honour and protect all my animals. Yes, I speak for Christ. May the animals of
Earth be your companions in life and lead you to celebrate your place in the circle of life.
P: Amen! Amen! Shalom! Shalom!
Scripture reading
The Sermon of St Francis to the birds ( read by Frank Lumley )
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJIKHHcTTh4
"My sweet little brothers and sisters, birds of the sky, you are bound to heaven, to God, your
Creator. In every beat of your wings and every note of your songs, praise him.
He has given you the greatest of gifts, the freedom of the air. You neither sow, nor reap, yet
God provides for you the most delicious food, rivers, and fountains to quench your thirst,
mountains, and valleys for your home, tall trees to build your nests, and the most beautiful
clothing: a change of feathers with every season.
You and your kind were preserved in Noah's Ark. Clearly, our Creator loves you dearly,
since he gives you gifts so abundantly.
So please beware, my little brother and sister birds, of the sin of ingratitude, and always sing
praise to God."
Genesis 2:18-25 ‘Animals created as partners’
Mark 10: 13- 16 The Little Children and Jesus
L: This is the word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God.
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Reflection
Sean Feehan scolded us, the students of the Ecology class, while we were out on a field
excursion in Burren, a Geopark in the West east of Ireland.
"Shame on you, you don't even know the name of this grass whilst you are able to name
different perfumes and Chocolates!”
I thought to myself, 'Who needs to know the name of grass? After all, it is just a weed!"
Sean then said the grasses which belong to the Gramineae family are the most important
plants for the ecosystem and the human economy.
As I mentioned earlier, I have two dogs, and one is CJ, initial for “Champ Junior”, named
after the first dog we had. And the other one, Juno, whose name was Wasabi when the
RSPCA registered her on their website. But we named her JJ, “Joy Junior”, named after the
second dog we’d had. But because CJ and JJ were too confusing, so my daughter re-named
her 'Juno', after the girl from the then popular movie called 'Juno'.
CJ and Juno are registered as CJ Park and Juno Park, which gives me their full legal
custody, the mother of the family, responsible for their wellbeing as well as their mischiefs.
Naming is an important and necessary process to develop a relationship.
In the creation story, God let Adam name the animals.
And also in the Bible, we read various accounts about giving a new name to a person or a
place as a blessing.
At Jabbok River, God said to Jacob, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you
have striven with God and with men and have prevailed." And there God blessed him.
Naming discloses information about a relationship, it might claim ownership and may even
assert authority over the named one.
But more importantly, in the Bible, naming reflects blessing.
A childless Sarai, Abraham's wife, was renamed Sarah at the annunciation of the birth of
Isaac.
We name our pets. Some people name their house or their caravan. Many call their partner
by a unique name.
In a Korean poet's poem called 'Flower', Kin Chun Soo describes the importance of naming
very poignantly.
“Before calling her name
She had been nothing but a gesture.
But when I called her name,
She came to me, became a flower.
Now, who will speak my name,
one fitting this colour and fragrance of mine,
as I had called her name,
So that I may go to them and become a flower too.
We all yearn to become something.
I yearn to become an unforgettable meaning to you
And you to me.
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In the gospel of Mark, we read about Jesus commenting on the relationship between
children and the Kingdom of God. It was common in Jewish society to bring children to
synagogue officials or famous rabbis to be blessed by them. Parents brought their children
to Jesus so that he might touch them.
This kind of tradition is still found in many places. In Korea, for instance, an older person
touches a child's head as a sign of affection and a way of blessing, and I also found this in
India and Pakistan.
But we should not miss the crucial point that the gospel writer wanted to convey in this
episode. When the disciples stopped the children, Jesus scolded them, saying, "Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs".
This is quite a profound statement of Jesus, furthermore it is challenging for the leaders of
the established religion who more generally stress the rules and obligations involved in
religious observance.
The kingdom of God, Jesus proclaimed, is for those who simply accept and receive the love
of God like the children.
Again and again, Jesus summons us young and old to come to him as the children of God,
to turn around from self-righteousness and to receive the kingdom of God, full of grace and
acceptance for all God's children.
Friends, God in Christ, calls us to have childlike faith, never shy away from receiving the
blessings from God.
As we celebrate the Blessing of the Animals Sunday, may we intentionally bless those
creatures of God around us and be blessed by them, for God so loved the world that he
gave his only son, so whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Thanks be to God!
Hymn “Let All Things now Living”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpMCE1G3N7Q
Offering Prayer
L God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our
offerings as an expression of our deep thanks for all the animals and other creatures that
have enriched our lives.
P. With all animals around the throne, we bless the Lamb of God.
Announcements
Prayer for others

Lorraine White

Loving God,
Through the month of September, we focused on your beautiful gift of creation. We reflected on all humanity, and
our own place on Planet Earth; we pondered with awe, the amazing universe beyond our terra firma, the breath
taking mountains where we have the opportunity to draw closer to you and enjoy vast vistas spread out before us,
beautiful, or stark or just intriguing. For your wondrous gift of creation, we give you our thanks and praise.
Sadly, Planet Earth is not the ideal place you meant it to be, and sadly it is the creatures you breathed life into and
blessed right at the beginning, to whom you gave the responsibility to love and care for all your creation, who have
let you down. Sadly, amongst the beauty of our earth we see so much that has been spoiled, and see so much
suffering, largely due to greed and the desire for power at all costs.
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We bring before you the people of Afghanistan at this time, suffering under the tyrannical and oppressive Taliban
regime. We pray especially for women and children who fear that their fundamental rights and choices in life will
again be denied them. We pray for refugees who have arrived in Australia, and ask that our government will
exercise compassion by increasing the humanitarian intake and assimilation of Afghan refugees, of all refugees.
We pray for Ethiopia, and those caught up in the conflict there. The news that UN officials organising humanitarian
aid are being expelled from the country is horrifying. We pray for an end to the conflict and strife in Lebanon and
Syria
We pray for those who are at present working to reduce the effects of climate change brought on by poor and
thoughtless choices and management. Help each of us to play a responsible part in the attempt to reduce climate
change.
Today we have focussed on your gift of animals. We marvel at the uniqueness of each species, each invertebrate,
sea creature, fish, amphibian, reptile, bird or mammal, huge or minute, each with its own significance in your eco
system. Even the irritating mosquito which we usually feel we could do well without, we find has a purpose in the
animal food chain. Those among us who have or have had pets give you particular thanks for the joy and
companionship they have brought.
The ancient words of St Francis of Assisi inspire us, and we thank you for all in the past, and in our present day
who are mindful of, and work towards sustaining and caring for your creatures. We thank you and pray for people
and organisations who especially focus on, and work towards keeping threatened fauna from extinction. We pray
for wildlife groups who work to lobby governments for sufficient areas to be left for animals to survive in their
natural habitat. We pray for the RSPCA and similar organisations that work to stop animal cruelty and neglect.
The pandemic continues to affect all our lives hugely in varying ways. We pray for tired and overworked health
workers– we are so grateful for what they do. We pray for governments around the world as they continue to seek
to manage the COVID situation. We are grateful for the leadership of our former Premier, Gladys Berejlklian, for
the wise, conscientious and self-sacrificing effort she has put into steering us through the pandemic in NSW, and
pray for her at this difficult time, and for the future of our state government.
And we pray for our church family and our wider family and friends. We take time to name in our hearts those
known to us who are suffering ill health.those who have special concerns about their own or their loved ones’
present or future well being… for those who have recently lost loved ones. And we are mindful of school staff and
children as they prepare for returning to face to face teaching and learning. We ask especially for Year 12 students
as they make final preparations for the HSC after so much disrupted school time.
We pray of our church at this time. We thank you and pray for all those who were appointed or reappointed to
leadership positions in our Congregation last Sunday. Thank you for the past contribution made by those who
needed to ‘step down’, and for those who have taken up new roles. Help us to each prayerfully consider the
positions that are vacant, and also the financial contribution we make at Leura towards its ongoing ministry.
Please give to our Church Council guidance as they make decisions regarding our future ministry. We thank you
and praise you, and continue to pray for the ongoing mission and ministry of our church…for our Minister, Myung
Hwa, our Church Council and Pastoral Care Team, for Open Table helpers, for Junction 142, for other ministries
continuing, beginning or at present ‘on hold’.
Through Jesus, we bring all these prayers to you, knowing that you listen, you care, and you answer.

Amen

7
Holy Communion
Invitation
From north and south,
from east and west, we come:
God's people called to the Table
where simple grace nourishes us.
From down the street to across town,
from single households to apartment dwellers:
God's people are called to community,
where we live and serve one another.
From every class, every race, every status;
from little ones with sippy cups to elders with overflowing hearts:
God's people are called to witness to God's hope,
to offer peace to a shattered world.
The Great Thanksgiving
L: The Creator be with you and with all creation.
P: And also with you.
L: Open your hearts.
P :We open them to our Creator.
L: Let us give thanks to our Creator.
P :It is right to join creation in thanking God.
L :It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator. Your Word is the impulse for all things to be,
for space, stars, and stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the deep, for life to be
born of Earth and for humans to be born of Earth and the Spirit. You chose to be born a
human being, to become a part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise from death to redeem
humankind, renew creation, and affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit. Your presence is the
living impulse in all things, the Christ deep among us, filling Earth—land, sea and air; filling
every element and place; filling the grain and the grape we share with you this day.
Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices in the forest, high voices from the sky,
deep voices from the sea and the whole company of creation, we proclaim your presence
among us
P. Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea and sky and all things that exist are
full of your presence and glorify your name. Amen.
Words of Institution
The tradition which I handed on to you came to me from the Lord himself: that on the night of
his arrest the Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God broke it and said: ‘This
is my body, which is for you; do this in memory of me.’ In the same way, he took the cup
after supper, and said: ‘This cup is the new covenant sealed by my blood. Whenever you
drink it, do this in memory of me.’ For every time you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the death of the Lord, until he comes.
Lord’s Prayer (New Zeland Prayer book )
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the people’s of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
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With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion

Prayer after communion
L Let us give thanks for this meal.
P We thank you, Christ, for the meal we have celebrated with you and we pray that through
your body and blood we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth. Amen.
Hymn TiS 100 “All Creatures of our God and King” ( Vss1 and 7)
All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing
alleluia, alleluia;
O burning sun with golden beam,
and silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One;
O praise him, O praise him,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
CCLI Song # 1503
St. Francis of Assisi | William Henry Draper
 © Words: Public Domain
 Music: Public Domain
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Blessing of the Animals
Leader: Jesus Christ, we assemble with all your creatures in this circle of life.
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Ollie and Bailey Hendy

Ginger and Toby Prowse

CJ Park

Bjorn Prowse

Gladys, Lizzie ( Butter and Breast) Prowse

Juno Park
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Barry

Henry Plaizier

Winnie
P: We ask for your blessing, your shalom, on the creatures that we love and on all
creatures celebrating in the wild.
L: In the name of God, who creates all life, In the name of Jesus Christ, who redeems all life,
and the name of the Spirit, who renews all life, bless them, fill them with life, lead them to
praise the creator.
P: Shalom! Shalom! Shalom! May your blessing come!

May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all, fill you with the knowledge
of God’s presence in Earth and the presence of Christ within you.

