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Leura Uniting Church
10 October 2021
Rev Dr John Cox
Homeless Sunday

“When did we see you Homeless” the righteous

Matthew 24: 31-40
40
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Welcome,
Welcome to Country
I want to acknowledge the Gundungurra and Darug people who are the traditional
custodians of this land. The people white people first made homeless. I also pay respect
to their Elders both past and present who have endured despite their treatment. I want to
acknowledge emerging leaders of our first na
nation people

Sharon Hall & Merle Williams

Failed Catalina Racetrack
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Hymn 473 Community of Christ vs 1,2,4
1 Community of Christ,
who make the Cross your own,
live out your creed and risk your life
for God alone:
the God who wears your face,
to whom all worlds belong,
whose children are of every race
and every song.

4 When menace melts away,
so shall God's will be done,
the climate of the world be peace
and Christ its Sun;
our currency be love
and kindliness our law,
our food and faith be shared as one
for evermore.

2 Community of Christ,
look past the Church's door
and see the refugee, the hungry,
and the poor.
Take hands with the oppressed,
the jobless in your street,
take towel and water, that you wash
your neighbour's feet.

Homeless Sunday Prayer

CCLI Song # 1121602
Meyer Lyon | Shirley Erena Murray

© Words: 1992 Murray, Shirley
Erena (Admin. by Hope Publishing
Company)
 Music: Public Domain



For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI Licence # 300742

Loving God, in your house there is room for everyone.
Help us as we strive for a world where everyone has a home that truly meets their needs.
Give us the grace to welcome strangers and refugees.
Give us the insight to see where inequality hurts.
Fill us with courage to do our part.
Save us from being overwhelmed by the scale of the housing crisis,
and show us, O Lord, where to begin. Amen

Prayers of Penitence
For the times when we have avoided the pain in another's eyes
For the times when it has been easier to hurry on by than to risk the vulnerability of stopping
and talking
Lord, have mercy
For the times when we have judged people by their circumstances
For the times when the clichés have obscured the people
Lord, have mercy
For the times when we salve our consciences with a gold coin
For the times when we have resorted to stereotypes of people who are homeless, of people
who are different, of people in our churches

Lord, have mercy
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For the times when we have accepted other people's situations as unchangeable
For the times when we assume that things or people are beyond the reach of your Spirit
Lord, have mercy
For the times we have contributed to the homelessness of indigenous people in Katoomba and
other parts of Australia
For the times when we have failed to take action politically.
Lord have mercy
For the times when we have forgotten that our relationship with God does not shut us inside,
but sends us out
For the times when our worship becomes a place of safety and not where we are open to be
disturbed by the Gospel
Lord, have mercy
For the times when we want "the poor" or "the homeless" to be meek and mild
For the times when we talk of "us" and "them", and assume that homeless people are not in our
churches
Lord, have mercy
Forgive us for our words, actions and inactions which deny your love and care for all people.
Make us into your Church, where all have a home. Amen

Statement of R
Reconciliation

We know God is a welcoming
loving God of all. Therefore, we
have the assurance of our
acceptance and place in the
home of God’s loving
belonging.

Bible Readings
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Isaiah 58 :1-8

1 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back.
Raise your voice like a trumpet.
Declare to my people their rebellion
and to the descendants of Jacob their sins.
2 For day after day they seek me out;
they seem eager to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that does what is right
and has not forsaken the commands of its God.
They ask me for just decisions
and seem eager for God to come near them.
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say,
‘and you have not seen it?
Why have we humbled ourselves,
and you have not noticed?’
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please
and exploit all your workers.
4 Your fasting ends in quarrelling and strife,
and in striking each other with wicked fists.
You cannot fast as you do today
and expect your voice to be heard on high.
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen,
only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed
and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Is that what you call a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,
and your healing will quickly appear;
then your righteousness[a] will go before you,
and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.
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Matthew 25:31-40
The Sheep and the Goats

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on
his right and the goats on his left.
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Hymn 414 There’s a Spirit in the air vs 1,3,5
1 There's a spirit in the air,
telling Christians everywhere:
'Praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working, in our world.'
3 When believers break the bread,
when a hungry child is fed,
praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.
5 When a stranger's not alone,
where the homeless find a home,
praise the love that Christ revealed,
living, working in our world.
CCLI Song # 2566771
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Conversation with Stephen Bradley,
Bradley Shower & Laundry Service

Reflection

8

When did we see you homeless? (1)

“When did we see you Homeless” the righteous said.
Both the Isaiah and Matthew passages are constructed against those who give every
appearance of religious observance and piety but fail the real test. The plastic veneer over
against the earthy connectedness to God ourselves and each other.
In Isaiah states forcefully, their observance of religious practice was for the purpose that God
would be incline to respond positively to their requests. BUT on the one hand you complain when
you do not get the answers you want. You even wear sackcloth and ashes to show how religious
you are. And then after appearing to fulfill religious observance completely you then go out and
do whatever you want
You exploit those you have power over and use violence against each other.
Their approach to God was transactional. We learnt how much that was part of Trumps ways.
Identifying with the religious right, hugging the flag, and in the context Black Lives Matter, holding
up a Bible in front of a church. Yet in all is dealings everything was given a value that could be
used in transactions. If you ceased to have anything to offer either what you offered and you as a
person were no longer useful and discarded.
All show and no substance. This is what the religious leaders and many people portrayed as
acceptable religious practice. Personal gain without eyes for the needs of others. “Loose the
chains of injustice,” share food provide shelter clothe the poor.
Some 6 centuries later Jesus speaks to a Jewish audience and its religious leaders The Matthew
passage is set among other parables and accountability. Jesus direct statements were against
the Pharisees the teachers of the law for their hypocritical was scathing
It’s no wonder Jesus got himself killed. Listen to this Matthew 23,
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.
Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries [a] wide and the tassels
on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honour at banquets and the most important seats
in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called
‘Rabbi’ by others.
Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to
win a single convert, then make them prisoners of hell
Woe to you, blind guides! You say……. You blind fools…
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your
spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the
former. 24
25
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the
cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean
the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.
27
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and
everything unclean.
33
“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?
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If I were to use everyday English to express this it would be full of expletives and blip blip blips if
broadcast. It would take a person such as Paul Keeting to use his particular linguistic skills to be
as cutting in his denunciation of them. Jesus is castigating them for external expression of piety
and corrupt hollow self indulgent soul polluting way of leading and teaching.
The Matthew 25 passage is about calling people to account for how their religious practice was
expressed. The King returns and rewards not the “righteous.” They are alarmed the King says
those who were rewarded for you fed me, clothed and gave me something to drink. You
welcomed the stranger The “righteous” answered “When did we see you hungry, thirsty, needing
clothes, or a stranger to welcome to visit the sick or in prison… Whenever you did it to the least
of these, you did for me.

Video of Junction 142

When did we see you homeless? (2)
Whatever our devotion to God or spiritual practice is, these passages show that self- focus selfindulgent spiritual expression with the intent of gaining the inside track or ear to God, for God’s
favour fails to understand God and Jesus message, Faith, Christian practice and any spiritual
expression is ultimately to be shown in serving others particularly those on the margins of our
society.
Although I can enter into conversation at some length about the mystery of the One we/I call
God. Faith is simple. Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with all your heart all your soul and all
your strength this is the first law and the second is like it Love your neighbour as yourself.” But
for many who are our neighbours their lives are totally different to ours. Homeless and
marginalised, hungry and poor. Needing clothing and shelter. A place of safety and care and
belonging.
The Shower and Laundry Service provides for the homeless and marginalised.It is also a
meeting placewhere support and practical assistance is porvided.
Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs (1943, 1954)
Physiological
Breathing food water sex sleep sanitation
Safety
Security of body employment resources morality
family health and property

The basics of society, identified by Maslow are
identified in Isaiah 6BCE by Jesus and now
today these needs remain and will always be present
As Michael said in the video clip it is the churches that have consistently done this.
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Open Table has been operating for over 40 years in one form or another. It has remained open
throughout Covid on Tuesday by Margaret Neville and her team. We have started Thursday and
now Sunday lunch. Volunteers are needed. There is food collection and sorting into hampers for
distribution We need volunteers for this important service,
We are not a large faith community but we do a lot for which we can be proud. There is much
that goes on behind the scenes by people making soups providing clothes. Many of you are
involved, dedicated and faithful. We are supported by a growing number of people from the
Community like Stephen Bradley S&LS Mel Jones Food services and Rachel Perkins Sweet
Charity Op shop
We have church members who are involved in housing, writing submissions to council and the
state government. Others involved with refugees and indigenous people. Without diminishing
any of our efforts and involvements we have many homeless and marginalised people on our
doorsteps. Many sleep rough. In caves cars or tents in the bush, others barely manage but with
reliance on welfare live in shared housing couch surf particularly women or live in boarding
houses
Junction 142 is a meeting place that welcomes and serves these people. Can I invite you to
consider being involved in what we are doing and growing into becoming..
Why? In serving others, it will good for your soul. You meet people who are just like you. or who
remind you of where you have come from, or how close you came to being homeless and
marginalised. Many/Most have mental health issues. As Margaret said we can be there to help
and assist.
I believe we not only meet Jesus in these spaces but also are ministered to by the Christ and
God’s goodness that is within each person.
When did we see you……. In the life and faces of all we meet. We will take a brief moment of
quiet to look at the faces on the screen on Zoom or at the person you are near if somewhere
else. Look quietly and slowly.. You are in the presence of Christ.

Hymn 640
Kneels at the feet of his friends vs 1,3&4
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet:
master who acts as a slave to them.
Yesu, Yesu,
fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbours we have from you.

3 These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all these are neighbours to us and you
.
4 Loving puts us on our knees,
silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with
you. [Refrain]

CCLI Song # 3049039
Tom Colvin
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Offering
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Announcements
Prayers of the People Ross Neville
Response
Lord hear our prayer

Lord we come to you this morning with hope and despair.
Hope that the pandemic is coming under control over the world. The new drugs and treatments
becoming available will be cheaper and more widely distributed. Thank you Lord for guiding the
research that has made this possible.
Hope also for the nations that are going to meet together to propose specific proposals across
the world to deal with the growing threats of climate change. WE pray that these leaders will be
able to prioritise each of their nation’s goals and activities to allow climate change to become
more manageable. WE know this can only happen if there is a change of heart and priorities and
that can only come from your influence.
Lord hear our prayer

Lord we come before you with fear and despair about the aggression and weapons build up
between nations as the leaders of so many nations struggle for power and dominance one over
another. Lord we know only your love and influence can change leaders’ hearts and we pray that
your spirit will touch many of these leaders as they govern their nations.
Lord hear our prayer

Lord we remember this morning the leaders of our own nation. The local government leaders
trying to make wise decisions about water, fire, waste management, and maintenance priorities
as we come back into full post pandemic activity.
We pray for our knew premier Dominic Perrottet and his cabinet. He is telling people he
worships and listens to you, so we pray that you will guide him and help him to lovingly legislate
for the people of our state.
We pray for our Prime minister as he battles with decisions about opening borders International
conferences and meetings. Guide him and give him wisdom to lead us.
Lord hear our prayer
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Lord as we move out of lockdown help us to learn from our isolation experience. The values and
prioritise we each have in our lives. We pray specially for those who have become homeless. WE
know through Junction 142 and the other helping groups in Katoomba and around Sydney that
the apparent need is massive. Our values in Australia emphasise the need to own or have a
home to live in. For many this is going to no longer be possible. Help us as you representatives to
help in this desperate need and to be loving and compassionate in our responses.
AS we move out of lockdown many people are and will be emotionally struggling to cope with
their reshaped circumstances with family and lifestyle. May your spirit minister peace comfort
and love at this time.
Lord hear our prayer

Lord we remember our own church at Leura In the Presbytery, Synod and Assembly. We pay for
humility wisdom and love to be seen in all our actions. Especially we pray for our Catholic
brother and sisters as they deal with the sins of the past and struggle to know your guidance as
they consider some forms of restructuring.
Lord hear our prayer

Lastly Lord we remember our own needs. The physical emotional and mental difficulties we each
are facing at this moment. We pray we will be able to discern your spirits ministry in our lives.
and the lives of our families and friends .
We bring them before you now……………………….
Thank you Lord for this outpouring of your love.

Lord hear our prayer as we say your prayer you taught us because it encapsulates so many of our
needs.

Our Father ……………………………..
Our Father in heaven
Hallowed be your name
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
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Hymn 690 Beauty for Brokenness
vs1,2,4 Graham Hendrick
God of the poor,
friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray;
melt our cold hearts,
let tears fall like rain.
Come change our love
from a spark to a flame.

1. Beauty for brokenness,
hope for despair,
Lord, in Your suffering world,
this is our prayer.
Bread for the children,
justice, joy, peace,
sunrise to sunset
your kingdom increase.

4. Rest for the ravaged earth,
oceans and streams,
plundered and poisoned,
our future, our dreams,
Lord, end our madness,
carelessness greed;
make us content with
the things that we need.

2. Shelter for fragile lives,
cures for their ills,
work for the craftsmen,
trade for their skills;
land for the dispossessed,
rights for the weak;
voices to plead the cause
of those who can't speak.

God of the poor….
CCLI Song # 1236690
Graham Kendrick
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Blessing
May the blessing of light be on you,
light without and light within.
May the blessed sunshine shine on you and warm your heart
till it glows like a warm fire,
so that the stranger may come and warm themselves at it,
and also, as a friend. Amen
to be played after the blessing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krRgZfNBlew
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