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Leura Uniting Church  
ORDER OF SERVICE, 8 August 2021 

Rev Dr William Emilsen 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Order of Service 

 
Acknowledgement of country  
An Acknowledgement of Country can be given by both non-Indigenous people and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. There is no set wording for an 
Acknowledgement of Country and there are no set places as to where it might be recited, 
though a pattern has emerged in recent times for saying it at the beginning of a meeting, or 
a speech, or a formal occasion including a service of worship.  As Myung Hwa said last 
Sunday, an Acknowledgement of Country for non-Indigenous people is often an expression 
of a commitment to reconciliation. For Indigenous people, however, it is often an 
acknowledgement of revelation and transformation. As an example of the latter, let us 
eavesdrop on some words of Wayne Brennan, a local man of Gamilaraay descent. Wayne 
writes: “When I walk on sacred land for several days I go into a deeper space. The recording 
of rock art at places like Eagles Reach (that’s in the Wollemi National Park which Wayne 
describes in SWAP with a sense of awe]  is one thing but my deep experience with country, 
the animals in it, and the art produced by the people of that country leaves me feeling 
gratitude and respect for the ancestors. It keeps me healthy and lifts my spirit. I feel, as 
Father Eugene Stockton explains, as though my spirit breaks out and encompasses the 
universe or, in David Mowaljarlai’s word, an elder from the Kimberley region. ‘Everything is 
beautiful, and everything is standing up alive.’” 
 
Let us, like Wayne, be spiritually sensitive to the extraordinary place in which we live and to 
the people who have lived here and travelled through it before us.  
 
Gathering and Call to Worship 
 
           Morning Light 
 
New buds forming on branches 
witnessing to morning light;  
July’s wintry mix is passing and 
hope rings with sheer delight. 
 
Morning light a visible reminder 
of the invisible Light so new, 
defying difficulties and darkness, 
leading the stumbling through. 
 
Together we sprinkle poetry 
with patches of gold and green, 
witnessing to light in others and  
to the great Unseen.  
     (W.E.) 
Let us worship God. 
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Invocation 
Put your music into our souls, O Lord. 
If we have lost our song, help us find it. 
If our joy has dried up, shower us with the lyrics of your love. 
If our voices are flat, enliven us with the energy of life. 
O Lord our Creator, 
receive our act of worship and praise, 
to the glory and honour of your name.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn TIS 182 ‘Bring many names, beautiful and good’  
 
1. Bring many names, beautiful and good, 
Celebrate, in parable and story, 
Holiness in glory, 
living, loving God. 
Hail and hosanna! 
bring many names! 
 
2. Strong mother God, working night and 

day. 
Planning all the wonders of creation, 
Setting each equation, 
genius at play: 
Hail and hosanna, 
strong mother God! 
 
3. Warm father God, hugging every child, 
Feeling all the strains of human living, 
Caring and forgiving 
Till we’re reconciled; 
Hail and hosanna, 
warm father God. 
 

4. Old, aching God, grey with endless care, 
calmly piercing evil’s new disguises, 
glad of good surprises, 
wiser than despair: 
Hail and Hosanna, 
old, aching God! 
 
5. Young, growing God, eager, on the 
move, 
saying no to falsehood and unkindness, 
crying out for justice, 
giving all you have: 
Hail and hosanna, 
young, growing God! 
 
6. Great, living God, never fully known, 
joyful darkness far beyond our seeing, 
closer yet than breathing, 
everlasting home: 
Hail and hosanna, 
great, living God!   

Brian Arthur Wren 1936- 

Words © B Wren 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 

 
 
 
Greeting 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Confession  
We come to God, knowing that we have failed to obey the call of Jesus  
to love God and one another with our whole being;  
but we come also to a God  
who reaches out to us with healing and reconciliation. 
 
Silence 
 
Let us pray: 
God of all mercy, give us grace today to make a fresh start. 
 
We know we have not loved You with our whole heart,  
nor have we loved our neighbour as ourselves.  
As we hope to be forgiven, teach us how to forgive;  
and lead us forward in a new life  
where neither grudges nor resentment have a part;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Silence 
 
Let us pray: 
For our misuse of your creation, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our failure to love as you have loved us, Christ have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For our lack of joy in your gift of life, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Words of Assurance 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God.  
If we confess our sins, God is faithfulness and just  
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:  
‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 
Thanks be to God. 

Scripture readings 
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet  
and a light to our path.  
 
Psalm 130 (Mark Hillis) 
 
In this lament, the psalmist expresses confidence in God’s capacity to forgive him in spite 
of his sin. The psalmist extends this forgiveness to the nation as a whole. 
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Ephesians 4:25–5:2 (Mark Hillis) 
 
Lying to each other, holding grudges, stealing, and gossip are destructive and are not 
indicative of God’s expectation for the community. The example before us is one of love and 
sacrifice, which is giving the very best of ourselves to God and building community. 

John 6:35, 41–51 
 
Those who choose to accept the good news Christ brings will have lives that are fulfilled. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon “Out of the Depths”  

Out of the Depths (De Profundus) 
(Psalm 130) 

 
The psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 130, is one of the most famous in the Book of Psalms, the 
Psalter. It has a remarkable history in the spiritual life of the church. 
 
Martin Luther called it a “proper master and doctor of Scripture”, by which he meant that 
the psalm teaches the basic truth about the gospel of salvation by grace through faith. 
 
John Wesley records in his Journal  that his conversion experience at Aldersgate was 
influenced by hearing Psalm 130 sung in St Paul’s Cathedral in London shortly beforehand. 
 
Psalm 130, like Psalm 23, is a psalm that people go to at the most difficult of times: still 
births, deaths, burials. “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  
Lord, hear my voice!”  
 
Psalm 130 has come to be known as De Profundis, the Latin for its opening words “Out of 
the depths”. The image is that of a person drowning in deep water. The depths are the 
watery deep, chaos, sickness and suffering, the sphere of death and separation from God. 
The depths are economic hardship and rampant inflation. The depths are homelessness and 
hard hunger.  The depths are severe depression and thoughts of suicide. The depths are 
serious illnesses from which you can’t find relief. The depths are the present pandemic and 
a future dominated by high temperatures, droughts, extreme fires, coastal flooding and 
erosion. 
 
This cry to God “from the depths”, comes from those times in life when we are so 
distraught, so battered, so depressed, so troubled, so overcome with worry and guilt, so 
fearful, so far down, that words simply give way to the anguished cry: “Help! Help!” 
 
There have not been many times when I have felt as though I had hit rock bottom, but there 
is one time that I will share with you. 
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In my early 40s I suddenly lost all the hearing in my right ear and most of the hearing in my 
left. I had less than a quarter of a normal person’s hearing. 
 
I was devastated. There were simple things that I could no longer do: riding a bike was 
difficult because I had lost my sense of balance; detecting the direction of a bird call was 
impossible with hearing only in one ear; and engaging in conversations in large meetings 
was hard and tiring. 
 
I had a young family to support and didn’t know what to do. I was just about to launch out 
on my career as a Church historian but I wasn’t sure I could manage it. 
I prayed then and I continue to pray, not that my hearing might miraculously return, (though 
that would be nice!) but I prayed that I might be given the means to do what God wanted 
me to do with whatever hearing I had. 
 
Too often we think of God literally in terms of “power”, and when something goes wrong, 
we say, “Why did God allow it to happen?” “Why did God take my husband from me?” Why 
did God allow my son to be killed in a car accident?” 
“Why did God cause me to go deaf?” Or, what did I do to deserve this? Or, what did I do 
that God should punish me? 
 
This way of thinking about God is mistaken. It makes it difficult, if not impossible, for us to 
put our trust in such a God. It is not good theology, 
and I don’t believe it is a good way of thinking about God. 
 
The psalmist find a better way of dealing with despair and loss and the word “wait” in Psalm 
130 verses 5 and 6 is the clue: 
 
“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits. 
And in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who watch for the morning, 
more than those who watch for the morning.” 
 
Waiting can be terribly hard, like waiting beside the bed of a sick child or a dying person, but 
the waiting that’s mentioned in Psalm 130  is waiting for something or someone special. The 
psalmist waits for a loving, faithful God. “For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with 
him is great power to redeem” (vs. 7). 
 
The NRSV uses the old-fashioned word “redeem”; it means to rescue, to rescue someone 
from a hopeless situation. Or it could mean to pay a price to set someone free. The psalmist 
waits for a God who is redemptive. That means, to put it bluntly, God likes to redeem things. 
God wants to fix things. God does not abandon us, even when we stray from God’s 
intentions for us. 
 
When we fall face down into the depths, when we are in “the pits”, when we fall flat on our 
face, it’s the nature of God to pull us out. Psalm 130 begins with an anguished human cry 
and ends with a joyful shout of praise to a redemptive God. 
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Time and again, when we find ourselves cast down, when we despair that there’s little we 
can do to climb up and out of a difficult situation, that’s a great time to remember the 
faithful claim made by Psalm 130: “O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is 
steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.It is he who will redeem Israel from 
all its iniquities.” (vs 5–6) 
 
When broken? Wait for the Redeemer of the Broken. When down? Wait for the God who 
loves to reach down and pulls you up. Whatever trouble you are going through, wait on God 
in prayer, confident that God is not punishing you, because it is God’s nature to be 
redemptive, and forgiving and loving. 
 
No matter how bad your situation, no matter how deep the pit, God’s love is deeper still, 
and God will rescue us from out of the depths. 
 
Everybody, sooner or later, finds themselves in the depths. Gladys Berejiklian knows it. I’m 
sure you know it too. 
 
But there is a truth you may not know, a truth worth getting out of bed this morning for and 
joining us on Zoom church: 
God loves to redeem people who wait upon him in hope. 
Nothing pleases God more than to lift us out of dark places. 
Let us praise God for being not only loving, forgiving and faithful but also redemptive.  
 
In the name of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Hymn TIS 609 “May the mind of Christ my Saviour” 
 
1. May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
live in me from day to day, 
by his love and power controlling 
all I do and say.  
 
2. May the word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour 
so that all may see I Triumph 
only through his power 
 
3. May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 
sick and sorrowing. 
 

4. May the love of Jesus fil me 
as the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self denying, 
this is victory. 
 
5. May I run the race before me 
strong and brave to face the foe, 
looking only unto Jesus 
as I onward go. 
 
6. May his beauty rest upon me, 
and I seek the lost to win, 
and may they forget the channel 
seeing only him. 

CCLI Song # 2561484 
Kate Barclay Wilkinson 

 Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
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Notices (John Cox) 
 
Prayers of the People (Merril Hillis) 
 
Let us pray 
Loving God we come to you today from our various homes and we are thankful for the 
technology that allows us to gather and for those who can organize it for us. 
 
We see the Covid virus spreading and wonder about our safety. Help those in authority to 
develop good plans to keep us safe. We pray for the families of those who have lost loved 
ones to the disease. 
  
We pray for the medical scientists, researchers, doctors and hospital staff who are working 
so hard to protect us with vaccines and good treatments. Help our governments to give 
them the resources they need to continue this vital work. God, you love your creation, help 
us to end this pandemic. 
 
Loving God, we ask that all countries will come together. Heal their divisions and restore 
their faith and trust in one another, so that all may work together for the common good. Be 
with those countries experiencing the extremes of nature with fires and floods. We pray for 
those countries who have food insecurity, poverty and are facing economic crisis as well as 
coping with the virus. We ask for good governance and care for their people.  
 
In our community, Lord, we pray for our care workers and agencies who work to help the 
disabled, the mentally ill, the homeless, the lonely and those who are financially stressed. 
Be with them and uphold them with your strength and love. 
 
We pray dear Lord for all members of our congregation. We pray for good health, safety and 
continued connection to one another. Help us to share our love and care. Be with those 
among us who have been in hospital and who are now recovering and recuperating at 
home. Bless them with your healing strength and love. God, we ask that you will be with our 
students and teachers who are trying to cope in these strange times. Give them your peace 
and encouragement that all will be well. 
 
Dear God, ease the pain of not seeing our families and friends at this time as we miss out on 
important birthdays, anniversaries, milestones and celebrations. We ask that you will lift our 
hearts with bird song, sun, flowers, insects and animals.  We celebrate the win for our 
environment with Centennial Coal withdrawing their application for a coal mine near 
Lithgow that would have decimated the endangered wetlands and magical pagoda rock 
formations of the Gardens of Stone National Park on the edge of the Blue Mountains 
Heritage area. We pray with thanks for all people and organizations who work to protect 
your wonderful creation. 
 
God, whose love is constant we call on you now and wait eagerly for your help. Amen. 
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Let us pray the Lord’s prayer. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
  are yours now and forever. Amen 
 
Hymn: TIS 473 “Community of Christ” 
 
1. Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race  
and every song. 
 
2. Community of Christ, 
look past the Church’s door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour’s feet. 
 

3. Community of Christ, 
through whom the word must sound— 
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of  
anguish into joy. 
 
4. When menace melts away, 
so shall God’s will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one 
for evermore. 

CCLI Song # 1121602 
Meyer Lyon | Shirley Erena Murray 

 © Words: 1992 Murray, Shirley Erena (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) 
 Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI Licence # 300742 

 
Benediction  
May the Lord help you to be kind towards one another. 
May you forgive one another as readily as God has forgiven you in Christ. 
And may the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you.  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the power of the Holy Spirit  
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 


