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Leura Uniting Church
15 August 2021
Rev Myung Hwa Park
Twelth Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Service

Gathering
Acknowledgement of country

( Source : Google ‘History of The Gully in Katoomba’ )

This land is God’s land and God’s Spirit dwells here. We acknowledge the Gundungurra and Darug
people, traditional custodians of this land under God. We commit ourselves again to working for
reconciliation in this land.”
Call to worship
Holy God, we gather today in reverent awe to worship you.
Your promises are sure and always to be trusted and accepted.
Praise the Lord! We come as God’s people to praise our God.
Just and Holy God, your name is Mercy, Grace and Faithfulness;
and we have seen these gifts amongst God’s generous people.
Praise the Lord! We come as God’s people to thank our God.
Wise and Merciful God, your works show your glory and power;
your goodness and compassion is universal and fair to all people.
Praise the Lord! We come as God’s people to worship our God. Amen.
Hymn of worship TiS 568 ( Vss , 1, 4, 5 ) O for a heart to praise my God
1. O for a heart to praise my God,
a heart from sin set free,
a heart that always feels your blood
so freely shed for me:

4. A heart in every thought renewed,
and full of love divine,
perfect, and right, and pure and good
your life revealed in mine.

2. A humble, lowly, contrite heart,
believing, true, and clean,
which neither life nor death can part
from Christ who dwells within:

CCLI Song # 2648565
Charles Wesley
 Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI Licence # 300742
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Prayer of thanksgiving
Apostle Paul encouraged the Ephesian Christians to live wisely and in the power of God’s Spirit that
fills them, and to encourage one another through songs and through worship and thanksgiving to
God.
Let us pray
Give thanks to God!
We thank God for joy, for laughter,
for abundant blessings of every kind.
Give thanks to God
at all times and for everything!
We thank God, when we can and as we can,
for struggles, for solitude, for fears.
Give thanks to God
at all times and for everything
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We thank God that, in Christ,
our joys as well as our pain,
our losses as well as our laughter,
are in God's heart and hands.
Written by Thom Shuman

Prayer of Confession
( MH ) As we gather together in God’s presence,
let us turn now to name and confess the many ways
we so often deny or overlook that what we need
that comes only from beyond our imaginations and knowledge.
Eternal and Wise, Holy One, we confess before You that we have failed to live into Your Wisdom.
We have failed to be in awe of You; instead, we have taken Your works for granted.
We have sought the ways of this world that lead to our immediate, short-term satisfaction and
worldly gain. We have neglected those in need around us. Instead of seeking our daily bread, we
have sought our daily pleasures, confusing wants for needs, the short-term gain instead of the
eternal reward in You. Forgive us. Call us away from the streets of foolishness to Your house of
Wisdom, built upon the pillars of justice, righteousness, and mercy. Guide us to Your steps upon the
firm foundation of trust in You. In the name of Christ, in the name of Wisdom, our Wise Eternal
Creator, we pray all things. Amen.
Word of grace
In God’s wisdom and compassion ,
we receive grace when we truly confess our sins and
unburden the obstacles and pride of the past in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hear the word of grace, our sins are forgiven.
We give thanks to God who lifts us up with the gift of forgiveness.
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Scripture reading
Ephesians 5: 15- 20
Psalm 111
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PSaEL_0Wr0
John 6: 51- 58

Reflection “ Be filled with the spirit “

On Wednesday, we were confronted with images and messages that did, and should, frighten us. It
was indeed alarming and uncomfortable news for any listeners who were tuned in to the national
news.
I am reluctant to add further discomfort to you with my sermon this morning. But if I am going to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus, then I hope you will forgive me if I continue.
It was not the first time that we have heard from the IPCC (the Inter-government Panel for Climate
Change) because this is their 6th report since 1990.
The IPCC report is not a piece of different information or facts that we haven’t heard before or know
already. It’s true that bad old news is not pleasant to our ears but doesn’t bother us as long as we
have a warm house, even though the electricity bill might be higher than before, as long as we are
safe and have a beautiful outlook to enjoy. In Korean expression, we say, ‘ it is like watching a fire
across the river” when we don’t have to worry about it.
But the IPCC calls for urgent action on climate change. The United Nations referred to the situation
as a “Code red for humanity”. The report says unless we do something now, not just ‘as soon as
possible, within a decade, global warming will push temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius above
preindustrial levels. This fact is alarming.
In less than a century and a half, we humans have achieved an astronomical growth in GDP and
population growth and subsequently produced Carbon Dioxide emissions which have created a new
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ceiling for the Earth and accelerated global warming.
At the zoom meeting on ‘A Christian response to our changing climate”, Dr Byron Smith showed the
few images which I have used early.
A few of us from our church were among 96 participants who listened to Dr Smith, who not only
spoke about the dire situation of the Earth, but he encouraged us to reflect on the teaching of Christ,
the promise of God, when we face with this climate emergency.
Sounds too aloof? No, quite on the contrary! This is why I have dared to raise this issue with you this
morning.
The readings from today’s lectionary readings challenge us, how to live our lives in a challenging
world as followers of Christ, as a community of faith.
Christians in Ephesus faced challenges as they embarked on new life in Christ. So Paul encourages
them on how best they can live their lives faithfully and wisely in a world that was far from God’s
way.
While my family and I were living in Ireland, we had our first overseas holiday, a holiday in the sun as
it is called. We went to Kusadasi, a famous tourist island in Turkey. While we were there, we took a
trip to visit Ephesus, an ancient Roman city.
I was so excited to unexpectedly have this opportunity to visit the biblical site, although the tour
guide wasn’t thinking that he was leading pilgrims to Ephesus, the site of an early Christian
community.
Although we could only see the outward historic buildings, the tour guide explained that there was
an amazing plumbing system to run the public hot baths. We were told of temple sites where a
priestess performed rituals that involved prostitution, and also of the site for a library that held
many books with adult themes, the tour guide hinted.
The young Christian community in Ephesus must have faced many challenges if they were living as
followers of Christ as a distinctively different community from the wider community they lived in.
Apostle Paul called them to live not as unwise but as wise, making the right choices in every
opportunity because the days are evil. The evils of the days the Ephesian Christians were faced with
would be not the same as ours. But the call is the same for both the Young Christian community in
Ephesus 2000 years ago and the Christians in 2020, for there are evil in the world.
A minister at the local minister’s meeting the other day said, “Covid 19 is like the evil that eats up
our mind as well our body.”
In order to live wisely, the Apostle Paul strongly encouraged his readers not to mix with the practices
of the world but to be filled with the Spirit, the Spirit of God.
And he instructed them with concrete suggestions: “ Speaking to one another with psalms and
hymns”. In this simple suggestion, Paul encouraged the believers in Ephesus to develop habits that
resourcing our inner strength as well as communal practices.
People need to engage each other with prayers and worship and to give thanks to God for
everything in the name of Jesus Christ.
As the minister of a spiritual community, I don’t know what I can say about the evil in our time
causing the climate emergency, the pandemic, the ever-increasing social issues with unemployment,
housing shortages, mental health problems, domestic violence, racism and the crisis for endangered
species and the destruction of the environment which threaten the bio-diversity.
Jesus must have felt the evil in the world where people seek power, satisfaction for their own needs,
unable to see God’s love and justice in the acts of Jesus.
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So he said, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them”.
Eating and drinking are the most basic and fundamental practices of our life.
Jesus thus uses the metaphor of eating and drinking to remind them of the importance of
connectedness between him and his believers for whom he is ready to die on the cross. And because
of his death on the cross and resurrection became their salvation, the source of life for us to live in
such a time of evil.

Dr Byron Smith passionately reminds us of our relationship with the creator and our relationship
with our neighbour.
At a time like this, we, too, seek wisdom so that we can be able to discern what is right for us to do.
Today, I like to invite you to share the wisdom that you have discerned in your own life with each
other in small groups as ways of encouragement.
Small group discussion
1. Share three things that you are thankful for today
2. What makes wisdom distinct from knowledge, and how can we discover wisdom?
3. Offer the wisdom that you discover in our lockdowns?
Let us continue to experience wisdom through intimate union with God in Christ, through the power
of the Holy Spirit, and live the simple but practical ways in our daily lives.
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Hymn of reflection TiS 538 Feed us now ( Vs 3 )
3. God is here, O So near,
nearer than our thoughts.
Stay with us where’er we go;
Lord, help us to grow.
God is here, O so near,
in this heaven’s meal.
May we always feed on youon the bread that is true.
CCLI Song # 55360
Robin Mann
 © 1976 Mann, Robin
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI Licence # 300742

Reflection
Prayer for offering
Eternal God, our time in this life is limited, and our days are numbered. Yet you have reminded us
that if we are wise and use that time well, you have an eternity waiting for us that is beyond our
imagining. Help us to focus on what we have, and what we can share, and how the gifts we offer this
day can bless others until we are joined with them and your children give you their thanks and
gratitude for the rest of eternity. In Christ, we pray. Amen.
Announcement and Good News sharing
Prayer for other
Hymn TiS 569 Guide me ( Vss 1 and 2 )
1.

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thous art mighty;
Hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me now and evermore,
Feed me now and evermore,

2. Open now the crystal fountain
when the living waters flow:
Let the fiery , cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliver, strong deliverer
Be thou still my strength and shield
Be thou still my strength and shield.

CCLI Song # 1448
John Hughes | Peter Williams | William Williams
 © Words: Public Domain
 Music: Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI Licence # 300742
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Blessing ( written by Uncle Vince Ross )

( source: google ‘The Gully community at Katoomba’ )

May the God of creation warm your heart like the campfires of old
Bring wisdom and peace as shown to the first peoples of this land
Shake off the dust from the desert plains by the refreshing rains
Followed by the glow and warmth of the sun
Let the light of God show us the right path and stand tall like the big
River gums drawing life from the ever flowing waters.

Go as a forgiven, loved and restored people to share the good news
In the name of Christ. Amen.

