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Leura Uniting Church  
1 August 2021 

Rev Myung Hwa Park 
 

Order of Service 
 
Acknowledgement of country  
 

 

Call to worship 

In this moment we are invited to acknowledge the loving care and compassion of God for each of us, 
to listen to the words of encouragement, and call, even on difficult or depressing days, and God’s 
desires for our complete and unequivocal faithful response to the message of Jesus. 

What sign of God’s presence are you watching for and asking for today?  

Come let us worship God. 

Worship song TiS474 Here in this place new light is streaming ( vss 1 and 2 )  
 
 
1.Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away. 
See, in this space, our fears and our 
dreamings, 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in - the blind and the lame. 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 
2.We are the young - our lives are a mystery, 
we are the old - who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in - the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in - the proud and the strong. 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

Marty Haugen 
1950- 

Words © Marty Haugen 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 
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Prayer of Confession  

Have mercy on us, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, forgive 
us. Free us from the guilt that weighs us down, from the sin that controls us.  

We have sinned against you, and done what is wrong in your eyes. We are well aware of the wrong 
we do; the words we speak which wounds, the unloving thoughts and actions which hurt others and 
ourselves. We know that these things distance us from you, and keep us from recognizing your life in 
us. Forgive us.  

You desire complete honesty from us. We know that nothing can be hidden from you. And so we lay 
open our hearts to you now- we lay before you those things for which we need your forgiveness, 
and those things from which we long to be set free.  

Gracious God, enter our hearts. Teach us what it means to have you at the centre of our lives.  

God, we need your mercy and forgiveness. Only you can make us whole again; only you can fill us 
with lasting joy, only you can transform our weakness into strength.  

O God, look no longer on our past mistakes, but on the aspirations and longing of our hearts.  

Create in us clean hearts, O God, free from anxiety about the past or the future, confident in the 
presence of your Holy Spirit and in your gift of peace.  

Create in us clean hearts, O God, cleansed by your mercy, and made strong by your love.  

Our God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, full of unfailing love. Today, receive God’s 
forgiveness.  

Thanks be to God.  

(Christine Longhurst, based on Psalm 51)  

Scripture reading  
 
Ephesians 4:1–16 
 
John 6:22–35 
 
 
Reflection  “One body, one spirit and one hope in Christ “  
 
One bread, one body and one hope in Christ  

  

Don’t we say, “We are what we eat?” My mother, who lived all her life on traditional Korean food 
and beverages,  was introduced to coffee, Maxwell coffee. Slowly and gradually, coffee became her 
main drink after her meal instead of barley tea.  Even for her prayer meeting in the temple, she 
drank coffee before she went. “Without coffee, I can’t stay awake for prayer, she said.  

 Yes, food is vital in our lives, and in different cultures various foods would be thought of as essential. 
And in many places such an essential food would be bread. An interesting thought is that if Jesus had 
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been born in Asia, he might have said, “I am the Rice of the life !” And liberal Korean churches have 
introduced rice cake for communion bread instead of using bread!  

Last year while we were in the lockdown, a friend of mine in Melbourne sent a  jar of  cultured yeast 
to my daughter, who was staying with me at that time. So my daughter started making sourdough 
bread. It looked to be a laboratory process. Preparing sourdough took time, unlike the simple 
process of cooking rice in a rice cooker!  

But when the smell of the baked sourdough from the oven drifted through the house it surely made 
my mouth water. My daughter and I ate sourdough bread every day for so many months, I can’t 
remember. And now I am almost addicted to sour dough bread!  And I even found a bakery where 
you can find the nicest sourdough bread in the mountains! 

I can relate to the crowd in today’s gospel reading from Saint John. 

They witnessed the miraculous feeding of the five thousand and sought after Jesus.  

They too, must have become addicted to the bread, just like me with my longing for sourdough 
bread!  

But when they found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they asked him a different question, as if 
they didn’t connect the miracle with the miracle worker, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” without 
acknowledging the divine power of Jesus.  

So Jesus said, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the miracle I 
performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. “  

Jesus pointed out their lack of discernment. After all, they had tracked Jesus down after the event 
but he wanted them to go further in their response.  

So Jesus said, “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Jesus 
challenges them to go further. And this applied to us who follow him as well.  

 

Historians say that the human has an extra ability that no other living creatures have, and that is our 
ability to reflect, looking back on our experience and learn from it and be able to apply it to our plan 
for the future.  

Likewise, Jesus reminds the crowds to be truly human here. Do not seek for the things that will not 
lead to the next level, but seek for food that gives us life, eternal life.  

Once again, the crowd misunderstood Jesus. ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ They 
were preoccupied with the doing side of Jesus’ message.  

They were amazed by the miracle of feeding the hungry mob that Jesus performed, but not be able 
to perceive Jesus as the bread of life. Jesus, who fed the five thousand on the mountain with two 
fish, and five loaves, is the bread of life that will satisfy tens of thousands and millions and billions 
and gives life to the world.  

  

During the pandemic, especially in our extended lockdown, people desperately started to hope for a 
quick fix. What will stop the virus? Will the lockdown stop the virus? Will the vaccination stop the 
virus?  If so, we need to get more vaccines for ourselves. Unfortunately along with this, we also saw 
walls being built between them and us.  

A couple of months ago, when Victoria had a serious outbreak, a reporter asked the NSW premier, 
“Will you give the vaccine to Victoria?”  A clear sign of no was given in the face of the premier. Less 
than a few months later, the situation turned around. We, in NSW are in a desperate situation now. 
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Can we blame the premier of Victoria for has attitude? The politicians are all making their decisions 
in the interest of their constituents.  

They seek what they hope will fix their current problem. But the problems will never end. One 
problem is solved, then another problem will arise, just like the hunger and thirst which comes again 
despite being fed with the bread of this earth.  

Jesus emphatically said, “Very truly I tell you, the truth is that I am the bread of life, whoever comes 
to me will never go hungry and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty”. Christ invites us to 
feed on him so that we become what we eat. As we feed on him, we become the body of Christ, and 
as the body of Christ, we can hold the hope for the world for which God loves so much and gave his 
only son.  

 

Saint Paul encouraged his constituents  in Ephesus to seek a higher purpose by living according to 
God’s holiness, righteousness and compassion.  

We become more Christlike when we feed on Christ,  the living bread from heaven as eating, enjoy 
and are addicted to our favourite sour bread.   

As the pandemic and the lockdown challenge us, let us look for an answer that will help us through 
this time and enable us to look forward.  

The sour bread that my daughter made during the lockdown last year was more than tasty bread, 
partly because it was a reminder of the sign of care and friendship that my friend extended to us.  

Friends, let us reflect on things that we do or like that help us deepen our relationship with each 
other and be more compassionate toward others.   

Let us feed on Jesus, the bread of heaven, as we offer prayers for others and spread good wills to 
those who are near and far while we are in lockdown. Christ the bread of life from heaven bring us 
together as one body will also hold hope for our challenged humanity.  

Amen.  

 
TiS  535 I Am The Bread Of Life, you who come to me shall not hunger 
1. I am the Bread of life, 
Those who comes to Me shall not hunger, 
Those who believes in Me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to Me 
Unless the Father draw them. 
And I will raise them up, 
And I will raise them up, 
And I will raise them up on the last day. 
 
2. The bread that I will give 
Is My flesh for the life of the world, 
And those who eats of this bread, 
They shall live for ever, 
They shall live for ever. 
And I will raise them up, 
And I will raise them up, 
And I will raise them up on the last day. 
 

 

3. I am the Resurrection, 
I am the Life, 

those  who believes in Me 
Even though they die, 

they shall live for ever. 
And I will raise them up, 
And I will raise them up, 

And I will raise them up on the last day. 
 

 

Suzanne Toolan 1927- 

Words © S Toolan 
Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved 
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Prayer for Offering 

Announcements  & Good New sharing  

Prayer for others  John Cox 

Loving God we are in a world of diverse energies at present.  
For many in the world particularly developed countries participating in the Olympic Games 
it is a time to celebrate human achievement. Frequently simply getting to the games for 
many, has been through hardship difficulties and setbacks. It is a time when unknown 
people from countries appear on our screens and celebrate their success. It is claimed that 
sport brings together people of all countries. In one sense that can be true. Regrettably it 
does not penetrate beyond the surface level of short-term cooperation between athletes. It 
does not alter the tensions between countries and within the societies within each country.  
We enjoy the distraction of our everyday struggles with Covid 19, political turmoil, and 
unrelenting oppression of million of people across the globe. This oppression is responsible 
for killing and destroying many more lives than any pandemic.  
Loving God, in your mercy………. Hear our prayer.  
Loving God we are beset with the challenge of Covid 19.  
We pray for all people confronted by this virulent virus. We pray for those who have 
contracted the disease and for their capacity to fight it. We pray for the front-line workers 
who care for the ill, the doctors nurses and allied health staff.  Also for those who are less 
obvious, the cleaners, bus drivers, those involved in transport and delivery services. 
We pray for the equitable distribution of the vaccine to the countries and communities who 
are the most vulnerable. This includes the health services in the countries where health 
services are so basic. We thank you for their dedication to caring for others. We pray for 
their own health and that they will be spared illness.    
Loving God in your mercy………. Hear our prayer.  
We also pray for leaders across the world that decisions made are in the interests of their 
people, not for political, social, or financial gain. 
We want to bring before you those who struggle, react and act in ways that endanger not 
only themselves but also those they love and the wider community. Help those who would 
seek to disrupt our attempts to manage the pandemic, to consider not only their rights but 
also their responsibilities to the wider community by their actions.  
Give those in leadership positions at local business and government, wisdom in their 
considerations of the way ahead for those who they lead and serve. 
We bring before you all in leadership positions.  
Loving God in your mercy………. Hear our prayer.  
We pray for teachers and students as they battle with a second year of disrupted teaching. 
For those preparing for the Year 12 exams,  give them special strength, and an ability to 
remain focused. We are specifically mindful of  Rosie and Josh s they prepare for their Year 
12 exams. 
We pray for the mental health of our community and the strains this pandemic has place on 
individuals and family relationships. We ask that we will keep alert to those who have 
personal problems of depression anxiety and additional mental health challenges to have 
the supports they need. We pray for family relationships. We ask that there will be a 
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capacity and willingness to create helpful strategies to care for each other and where 
necessary for themselves.  
Loving God in your mercy………. Hear our prayer. 
We pray for our community. Although we have been spared major impact by the pandemic, 
we pray for those who disagree with restrictions that they will not bring the virus into our 
community. Help us as a church community to reach out to each other and to those we 
know, our neighbours and friends. 
We pray for those we know and love who are not well or struggle with life at this moment. 
In the quietness of your heart hold them their and offer them to God (quiet prayer) 
As we consider our post Covid future give us a fresh vision what it will mean to be your 
people in this part of the world. Give us a vision of how to care for each other, the 
community and creation that we are partners in caring for. 
Loving God in your mercy………. Hear our prayer 
And as followers of Jesus we pray 
Our Father ………  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Communion moments  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3ABJGtnZwU 

Closing song TiS 648  Help us to accept each other  

1. Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;  
      Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.  
      Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe  
      We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.  
 
2. Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life  

We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.  
Teach us to care for people, for all – not just for some,  
To love them as we find them or as they may become.  

CCLI Song # 1515081 
Fred Kaan 

 © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
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Words of Mission 
The God we worship is never confined to this holy place. 
So go and travel with the God who is found 
in ordinary and surprising places. 
 

Blessing Words 
God who has called you will not leave you without encouragement. 
Let the great God be between your shoulders, 
to look after you at your coming and going. 
Let the Son of Mary be very close to your heart. 
And the lovely Spirit be poured upon you... 

Yes, the lovely Spirit be poured all over you!  

 All Amen! 

 


