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Leura Uniting Church
ORDER OF SERVICE, 27 June 2021
Rev Myung Hwa Park
Pentecost 5

Acknowledgement of Land
(An act towards reconciliation)
For thousands of years Indigenous people have walked
in this land, on their own country.
Their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives.
We acknowledge the Gundangurra and Darug People and their stewardship
of this land throughout the ages.
Call to worship
Faith is not just for the good bits but is there to hold us through the difficult parts.
Let us gather in the space where we know the God who holds us even when all that we
recognise has gone. Such is the love God has for us, nothing can separate us from it.
L: We gather in the name of the living Christ to worship God.
P: Surely, God is in this place and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth.
L: God’s love is for you and for all people everywhere.
P: That we may share God’s love and life, may we be renewed in the refreshing Spirit
of the living Christ.
L: The living Christ is with us.
P: Let us worship that love and her creator.
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Hymn of worship TiS 156 Morning has broken
1.Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the world

3.Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the one light, Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day

2.Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven
Like the first dewfall on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung from completeness where His feet
pass

Eleanor Farjeon
1881–1965
Words © Eleanor Farjeon
Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Almighty God, maker of all, with joy we give thanks for all your goodness. We praise you for
the love which has created and sustained us to this day, and for the gift of your Christ who
brings us into covenant with you and with all your people of faith.
Holy God, Creator of Life,
you call us out of our dark places,
offering us the grace of new life. We give thanks for all your goodness. We praise you for the
love which has created and sustained us to this day.
Even when we see nothing but hopelessness,
you surprise us with the breath of your spirit.
Forgive us when we are slow to respond to your grace. We get self -absorbed and forget
that we are made whole by a wounded healer, Christ Jesus.
Forgive us, we pray. For our complacency and routines.
Set us free from our self -imposed bonds and fill us with your healing power and compassion
and peace.
Through Jesus Christ our healer, saviour and Lord.
Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
Hear then Christ's word of grace: Your sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God

Scripture reading
Psalm 130
Mark 5 : 21-43
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Reflection “ Trust in the Lord”

During my first year at Uni in Seoul, I got meningitis and was taken to the hospital by
ambulance in the night. The staff of the student hostel contacted my mother in Busan.
Next morning when I woke up, I saw my mother standing next to me beside the hospital bed.
She must have left as soon as she heard the news about me being taken by ambulance. It
takes 9 hours from Busan to Seoul on a night train.
I am one of her seven children. How many sleepless nights she must had or frights she had
encountered as she raised her seven children!

Jairus, an official of the local synagogue came to see Jesus. When he saw him, he threw
himself down at his feet and begged him earnestly for help.
An official, a man of authority and prestige, humbled himself in front of this wandering
preacher, a street healer, simply because his young daughter was seriously ill.
He not only asked Jesus to come to his place to see his daughter but also asked him to lay
his hands on her, a visible sign of healing .
Jesus didn’t hesitate for a second. He started off with him and so did the crowds who were
gathered around them.
This story alone tells us who Jesus is and what Jesus is.
But the gospel writer Mark, in his usual manner of interjected another incident, created a
story within the story. This time, about a woman, a desperate woman, who suffered with
severe bleeding for twelve years. She had tried everything under heaven to be cured. But
unfortunately, her condition got worse even after she had spent all her money. In her
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desperation, she came out among the crowd, risking her safety as she has been forbidden
by the community to mingle because of her condition. Furthermore, she could cause impurity
to those who have been in contact with her. She was well and truly ostracised both
physically and socially.
All these restrictions made her actions extremely indiscreet. But she could not let this
opportunity pass by as she had heard about Jesus’ miraculous healing reputation. “If I just
touch his clothes, I will get well”. So she came into the crowd behind Jesus and touched his
cloak.

The story tells us that at the very moment, when the woman touched the cloak, her bleeding
did indeed stop. “She had the feeling inside herself that she was healed of her trouble.”
At the same time, Jesus knew that power had gone out of him.
What does this mean to us? Was Jesus extra sensitive, highly intuitive person or simply he
is the one with the power of all knowing?
Jesus turned around and asked ‘Who touched my clothes?”

The gospel writer recorded that Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it until the
woman came out, knelt at his feet and confessed the whole truth !
It seems to me that Jesus was waiting to affirm the faith of the woman which had made her
well as well as bring to offer the words of peace, shalom, an assurance of the wholeness
which would enable her to begin a new life.
Interestingly there is this subtle difference in the request of Jairus, the valuable person of the
community, and the woman who has been ousted from the community.
Jairus almost directed Jesus ‘Come and lay your hand on my daughter, she will get well and
live” whist the woman with the haemorrhage didn’t even put her request to him. “If I just
touch his clothes, I will get well”.
Do you see the difference?
Furthermore, when the news was brought that Jairus’ daughter had died, people didn’t see
the point of Jesus coming to Jairus’ house, for nothing can be done with death. But Jesus
said “Don’t be afraid, only believe”. Here he is referring to the faith of the woman who
became well because she believed before she received healing.
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On 22 June, we mark the 44th anniversary of the Uniting Church in Australia.
The Basis of Union which brought three churches together to be the church which sees
herself as “belonging to the people of God on the way to the promised land,”( Basis of
Union 18) and which believes that it is built upon Jesus Christ who “gives life to the dead
and who brings into being what otherwise could not exist”. Through human witness in word
and action, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, Christ reaches out to command men’s
attention and awaken their faith.” ( Basis of Union 4 ).

The president of the Assembly Dr. Deidre Palmer said "On this anniversary of the Uniting
Church, I invite us to move forward in faith, opening our hearts to the actions of the
innovative, creative Holy Spirit, forming and transforming the Uniting Church into a
community in Christ embodying God’s abundant grace and liberating hope."
Friends, let the words of the psalmist, who wrote these words of encouragement a long time
ago be our response on this day of rejoicing and hope for the future:
“Trust in the Lord, because his love is constant and he is always willing to save.” Amen.

Hymn TiS 665 Jesus Christ is waiting ( vss 1,3 and 5)
1. Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets;
No-one is his neighbours, all alone he eats.
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too,
Make me, friend or stranger fit to wait on you.
3.Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets;
Curing those who stuffer , touching those he greets.
Listen, Lord Jesus I have pity too.
Let my care be active, healing just like you.
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5. Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets,
‘who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few.
Walk one step before me; I will follow you.
CCLI Song # 996498
Graham Maule | John L. Bell
 © Words: WGRG, c/o Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland (Admin. by Willow
Publishing Pty. Ltd.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI Licence # 300742
Prayer for offering

Prayer for others

Lorraine White

From Psalm 130
Out of the depths we cry to you, O LORD.
Lord, hear our voices!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of our supplications!
Loving God,
Through Your Word and through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Your Son, you have
shown us your indescribable love. And you have taught us to love, and have compassion for those
in need, and to bring our requests to you. And so we bring before you this morning needs of our
neighbours, far and near, friends and family members, those who are on our hearts, knowing you
are listening.
We feel helpless as we continue to be confronted by stories of people, young and old, displaced
from their homeland due to violence, conflict or oppressive government. We pray for the millions
around the world living as best they can in overflowing refugee camps. We think of families who
risk everything, undertaking long and dangerous journeys in the hope of finding safety and stability.
For children, often separated from their parents, who lose access to education and healthcare, and
become victims of early marriage and child labour.
May your hand be upon church and humanitarian groups, and government agencies who work
among these people providing whatever assistance they can. May we at home be generous with
our support where we can.
As we pray for the refugee situation, we can’t help but think of refugees on our own doorstep. We
pray for those in Australian detention, and ask for a more generous and compassionate
government response to their situation. At this particular time, we pray for the Murugappan family
who have now been moved from detention on Christmas Island, but only to temporary community
detention in Perth so that they can be close to little Tharnicaa recovering from her illness in
hospital. We fervently pray that the family will be granted permission to return to Biloela, to
permanently resume their life there in that welcoming community.
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As we listen to news reports, we are aware of so many people who suffer at the hands of others,
even in our own affluent country. We pray for victims of violence, neglect or abuse. May their
voices not go unheard. We pray that they might find safety and justice, be surrounded by people
who care, and be given hope for the future.
COVID-19 continues to rear its ugly head around the world, and we pray especially for those who
live in poorer countries, that vaccines will be made available more freely. We are very concerned
about the resurgence of cases in Sydney this week, too, and we pray for those who have
contracted the disease, and for those who have been forced to isolate or who have once again had
to close their businesses. We are conscious of the toll this can take on mental health. We thank
you for those who daily risk their health to care for the sick, and for those who carry out the COVID
testing, and ask for their protection. As frustrating as they are, we ask that people will respond to
government restrictions with good sense, seeking the safety of all.
Our thoughts turn to those in our congregation who are struggling with health issues, and we take
time to name silently those known to us for whom life is a constant battle with health and aging
problems…. We remember too, those who are temporarily laid up with sickness, or facing other
challenges or big decisions.
We especially think of little Jaxon, who was to be baptised this morning, but is unwell.
We pray for a speedy return to good health for Jaxon, and we ask your blessing also on his
parents, Niv and Ashely.
We bring before you our church’s outreach to the local community through Junction 142. We thank
you for John’s inspiring leadership in the work of Junction 142, and for his supportive team, and
pray for your continued guidance in this mission. We pray for, and thank you too, for Margaret and
Ross, who put so much time and work into Open Table, and for their team. May those who are
served through this work see you, through the practical care, love and fellowship offered.
This week, the 44th Anniversary of the Uniting Church in Australia has been celebrated. We ask
for your continued wisdom and guidance for all those in positions of responsibility within our church
– national, state and local, and we ask that you will empower each of us to go forward as living
witnesses to your boundless grace and love.
From Psalm 130
We wait for the LORD, our whole being waits,
and in his word we put our hope.
Let us say together the prayer Jesus taught his disciples
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
Now and forever, Amen
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Hymn TiS 432 Christ is made the sure foundation
1. Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
Chosen by the Lord, and precious,
Binding all the church in one,
Holy Zion’s help for ever,
And her confidence alone.
2. Here bestow on all your people
What we ask of you to gain,
What we gain from you for ever
With the blessed to retain,
And hereafter on your glory
Evermore with you to reign.
3. Praise and honour to the Father,
Praise and honour to the Son,
Praise and honour to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever One.
One. In might and one in glory
While eternal ages run.
Henry Purcell 1659-95
Adapted by Ernest Hawkins 1802-68
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved

Word of mission
May the places where you walk become sacred spaces of the Holy God...
The places where you take your stand be signposts to the love of Christ...
The places where you rest be filled with the renewing grace of the Spirit.
DMcRae-McMahon
All Amen!
Blessing

The Blessing Australia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOt7baaVSbE

