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Leura Uniting Church
18 July 2021
Pentecost 8
Rev Myung Hwa Park

Gathering
Acknowledgement of country
From before recorded time, the First Peoples,
the Gundungurra and Darug people who cared for this Land.
We praise the Creator for the beauty of this Land and
honour those who have cared for it.
We acknowledge the Elders and community
members who have told the sacred stories and
nurtured faithfulness to the Creator.
We ask God’s blessing on those who continue
to work for the healing and restoration of this
Land and Her Communities.
Call to worship
We are here....
In the name of Jesus Christ.
Jesus came and preached peace to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near.
Let every one praise the Lord!
The Lord’s name be praised!
We gather together once again virtually as the members of God’s family,
and brothers and sisters to one another.
There are no outsiders here among us,
no one has any special standing or bragging rights.
For we have been brought together by the redeeming love of Jesus.
Let’s join together in worship!
Worship song TiS 477 Jesus calls us here to meet him
1.Jesus calls us here to meet him
as, through word and song and prayer,
we affirm God’s promised presence
where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise ;
praise the Son who calls us friends ;
praise the Spirit who, among us,
to our hopes and fears attends.
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2.Jesus calls us to confess him
Word of life and Lord of all,
sharer of our flesh and frailness,
saving all who fail or fall.
Tell his holy human story ;
tell his tales that all may hear ;
tell the world that Christ in glory
came to earth to meet us here.
3. Jesus calls us to each other,
Found in him are no divides.
Race and class and sex and language
Such are barriers he derides.
Join the hand of friend and stranger ;
join the hands of age and youth ;
join the faithful and the doubter
in their common search for truth.
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Prayer of adoration and confession
Holy God,
may we always have eyes open to you
wherever we look,
knowing you are the God
who moves out into the world
and invites us to follow.
We praise you for the journeys
on which this travelling faith takes us.
May we allow ourselves
to be challenged,
disturbed,
renewed,
by the many trysting places
between heaven and earth
in this world.

3
The God of Jesus does not want us to wallow in guilt, but to experience grace, mercy and peace.
Let us pray.
Because we sometimes are resentful of those whose gifts and successes outstrip ours, and therefore
denigrate them. Come with your grace, Saviour God
Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us.
Because we notice the more foolish and morally lax crowd around us, and tend to get smug and self
righteous about our own behaviour. Come with your grace, Saviour God.
Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us.
Because at times we allow ourselves to be unduly influenced by those who always seem sure of
themselves, and let their approval rule us. Come with your grace, Saviour God.
Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us.
Because we sometimes become frightened of the liberty you have given us, and fall back into
legalistic attitudes and actions. Come with your grace, Saviour God.
Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us.
Because we allow our fear of strangers to out-manoeuvre our love, and permit closed minds and
hearts to become our habit. Come with your grace, Saviour God.
Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us.
God of Christ Jesus and our God, we ask forgiveness for our sins, a purging of our motives, a
changing of our attitudes, a lifting of our sights, and a strengthening of our will to love and serve you
with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. Through Christ our Saviour.
Amen!
Declaration of forgiveness
Friends, know this for certain, Forgiveness is for the likes of you and me. It remains free and
thorough by the grace of Jesus Christ. Jesus came ‘preaching peace to those who are near, and
peace to those who are far off’
So I declare the word of forgiveness, “In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven”
Now ‘you and I are no longer strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God.’
Scripture reading
Ephesians 2: 11- 22
Mark 6: 30- 34, 53- 56
Psalm 23 in song “My Shepherd Will Supply”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXR8nIWzSnI
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Reflection “ Contemplation and Action for the time like this “

빨리 빨리, hurry, hurry is the word that the foreigners in Korea hear most frequently. Koreans use
the word 빨리 빨리, all the time: when you get in the subway when you are working in the office, at
home for cleaning, for cooking time and even at school, teaching and learning. This “hurry,
hurry” normal response in life meant that the “Drive-through COVID testing” was developed very
soon after COVID 19 started last year.
You might have noticed that I too, do things 빨리 빨리 because of my Korean habits!
Since I moved to the mountains, I haven’t found a hairdresser. I inquired around and got a local
hairdresser’s name. So I rang the hair salon to book a haircut. On the phone, an amiable voice said;
unfortunately, he is booked out until September. He didn’t say the word, 빨리 빨리 but nevertheless,
I could see how busy a person he is!
It must be that it is part of the universal nature that being busy is seen as being desirable so that we
do things 빨리 빨리 giving us a respected status rather than being slow and relaxed.
Interestingly, we see this same response in the gospel of Mark and especially from the apostles in
today’s gospel story.
Earlier in this chapter of the gospel of Mark, we read that Jesus sent out giving them authority over
the evil spirits. The disciples went out two by two, take nothing for the journey except a staff. They
preached repentance and drove out demons, healing the sick just as their master did.
And now the apostles, who Jesus sent, returned to Jesus after their first missionary journey. Having
been out on their own, now they report all about what they had done and taught in the villages and
towns.
The image of this passage reminds me of the Wednesday prayer service in Korea where members of
the congregation take a turn to tell how they shared the gospel with others during the week,
witnessing their experience of God’s presence in their lives. It was an exceptional time for us as it
was not a matter of how much we had accomplished but an important element of our relationship
with each other and with our Lord.
But the debriefing session couldn’t continue because many people gathered around Jesus and the
apostles. Furthermore, they didn’t even have time to eat. So Jesus said, “Let us go off by ourselves to
someplace where we will be alone, and you can rest a while.”
Throughout the gospels, we read that Jesus often went to a lonely place to pray and spend time with
God. Here he sees the need for his disciples to do the same: to take time away to restore energy, to
be recharged and refreshed. Jesus showed an awareness of the need for a contemplative dimension

5
for the disciples. And for us, the followers of Jesus, we too are reminded of the necessity of having
the time away for rest and contemplation to sustain our discipleship.
Here in Leura, we are so blessed with the ministry of the “Leura Retreat Team,” which invites
people into the “ lonely place where we can rest and replenish our soul”. And also the ministry of
“Pilgrimages” which offers an opportunity to go to “a deserted place all by ourselves and rest
awhile ”.
On Wednesday last week, when the premier announced the extension of the lockdown I needed a
couple of hours to process this surreal experience of lockdown. For the last 16 months, the
pandemic has impacted people’s lives deeply. And the lockdown has added further pressure and
stress by limiting our movements, depriving our togetherness.
The lockdown is surely not our preferred choice for a living but this seems to be the best response to
the pandemic, and this also can be for us an unexpected invitation to enter into the lonely place
where we can rest and contemplate. In this lockdown, we can shift our cluttered external life and
attend to our inner life in increased space and time just as Jesus took his disciples by boat to a lonely
place intending to take a time of rest and prayer just for him and his disciples.
But the crowds were persistent, as people in desperate need often are. They hurried and went
ahead of Jesus and the disciples.
When Jesus found the crowd waiting for him on the other side of the lake; his heart was filled with
compassion. The crowds were like sheep without a shepherd.
Jesus, the good shepherd, showed his compassion to those who followed him all the way by
teaching them many things. Here we can see that a compassionate act doesn’t just mean attending
to the physical needs of people.
Compassionate hearts help others to understand the teachings of Jesus on the kingdom of God, on
his relationship with God and his relationship with us.
The lectionary reading for this Sunday skipped the feeding of the five thousand, and Jesus walking
on water. But the story of Jesus’ healing ministry on the other side of the Sea of Galilee is included.
Gennesaret was a new place for Jesus and his disciples, but people in this region already recognized
Jesus and brought the sick, begging him to let them touch the hem of his cloak which reminds us of
the faith of the women who suffered from Haemorrhage for 12 years in the previous chapter.
This leaves a challenge for us, the followers of Christ in the 21st century. What do people recognize
when they saw church buildings when they meet us Christ-followers?
During the lockdown, the church door is closed, most of our church activities are either temporarily
stopped or minimized to the essential.
At a time like this, how can we present the church to the community?
Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Christians in Ephesus encouraged them to realize that God has
formed new humanity. He then said that the community of faith is the dwelling place of God where
walls are broken down, and there is no division. This is very well depicted in the hymn ‘In Christ,
there is no east and west “. “In Christ, there is no east or west, no south or north but one great
fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high
communion find, his serve is the golden cord close -binding humankind.”
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Friends, the lockdown can be for us an opportunity to slow down our external busy-ness and
contemplate on our relationship with God and with others near and far. With the worship
service via zooming, we turn our homes into sanctuaries and even sharing our difficulties can be a
powerful witness for a reconciled community of God.
So let us enjoy the lonely place in this lockdown for much needed time and space to deepen our
relationship with God.
And let us use virtual channels to convey the message of encouragement, hope, and love of the new
humanity which God has formed in our midst and is continuously forming through the grace of
Christ.
Amen.
Hymn of reflection TiS 677 Christ is the world in which we move
1. Christ’s is the world in which we move;
Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love;
Christ’s is the voice which calls us to.
And Christ is the one who meets us here.
To the lost Christ shows his face, to the unloved he gives his embrace,
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
2. Feel for the people we most avoid
strange or bereaved or never employed.
Feel for the women and feel for the men
who fear that their living is all in vain.
To the lost Christ shows his face, to the unloved he gives his embrace,
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
3. Feel for the parents who’ve lost their child,
feel for the women whom men have defiled,
feel for the baby for whom there’s no breast,
and feel for the wary who found no rest.
To the lost Christ shows his face, to the unloved he gives his embrace,
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
4. Feel for the lives by life confused,
riddled with doubt, in loving abused;
feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin,
which longs to be pure but fears to begin
To the lost Christ shows his face, to the unloved he gives his embrace,
to those who cry in pain or disgrace, Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
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Prayer for offering
Holy God, you love us so deeply that you pursue us relentlessly. You sent your son Jesus into the
world that we who were far off would be brought near to you by his blood. We offer our gifts to you,
knowing we can never outgive you, never balance the equation. You don’t desire balance, only that
we find the peace you desire for us, whose foundation is in your word and whose cornerstone is
Christ alone. In that holy name, we pray. Amen.
Announcements and “Good news sharing”
Prayer of Intercession

William Emilsen

Lord, in your mercy you have promised to open your ears to the prayers of those who call on
you. Teach us to ask only for those things which please you, so as we seek to glorify your
name you may answer and work through us in the coming days, through Christ our Lord.
Amen. Amen.
We pray for those who are dear to us, for members of our congregation, family, friends and
relatives … … We pray especially for Isabel Barrell’s family at this sad time—Duncan, Kate
and Stewart … … We remember those listed in our Bulletin and others facing health issues
… … We ask that you may companion those like Shirley and Betty now isolated in Morven
Gardens from friends … … We pray for Peggy who is moving this week … … Holy God, in
your mercy, give us the grace at all times to think and do what is right in your sight; that we
may seek to be compassionate with ourselves and others, and live to fulfil your holy will,
through Christ our Lord. Amen. Amen.
We pray for our local community and neighbours … … We pray that neighbours will look out
for one another during this period of lockdown … … We pray for the shop keepers who are
obliged to close … … We pray for the safety and well-being of staff who work in one of the
essential services … … Gracious God, you long for everyone to be loved and cared for.
Empower your people to be messengers of goodness and hope. May our community be kind
and generous to each another. May it work together for the well-being of the whole
community so that all may thank you and give praise to your glorious name. Amen. Amen.
We pray for our church, the churches in the Blue Mountains and for the Church of Christ
throughout the world … … In your mercy, Lord, listen to the cries of those congregations
who are suffering because they are persecuted … … or because they cannot gather … …
or because they are declining and dying … … Undo the work of those who do mischief.
Comfort those who are fearful with the power of your love. May our congregation stand
strong in faith and patience throughout this testing time, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Amen.
We pray for those in authority and for the needs of the world … … We pray for our political
leaders and health experts who are trying to keep on top of the virus … … we pray for those
countries experiencing the terrible consequences of the pandemic: Indonesia, Burma, Papua
New Guinea, Fiji, Japan, Mexico … … we pray for countries like South Africa experiencing
domestic turmoil … … like Lebanon threatened with economic collapse and hunger … …
like Afghanistan bleeding from war and strife… … Gracious God, you oppose the proud and
give grace to the humble: teach those who rule over us the way of true humility, in the
pattern of Jesus Christ, your Son. Turn their hearts to service and compassion and, in the
difficult choices of government, show them the way of wisdom for the benefit of all, through
Christ our Lord. Amen. Amen.
Our Father … …
Eucharist on the world, The Offering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KEHPEEb7eg
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TiS 512 Bread of the world in mercy broken
Bread of the world in mercy broken,
wine of the soul in mercy shed,
By whom the worlds of life were spoken,
and in whose death our sins are dead:
look on the heart by sorrow broken,
look on the tears by sinners shed;
and be your feast to us the token
that by your grace our souls are fed.
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Word of mission
We leave this place no longer strangers,
but members of God’s own family,
brothers and sisters through the blood of Jesus Christ.
Together, we are being built into a holy dwelling place
where God lives by the Spirit.
So go out with joy and confidence
to love and serve the world,
for we do not go alone, but with the blessings of God, the Creator, Jesus Christ the Saviour and the
Holy Spirit, our endless Companion .
Amen.

Hymn TiS 468 We are your people ( Vvs 1,2, 3 and 6 )
1. We are your people,
Spirit of grace,
you dare to make us
to all our neighbours
Christ's living voice, hands and face.

3. Rich in diversity,
help us to live
closer than neighbours,
open to strangers,
able to clash and forgive.

2. Joined in community,
treasured and fed,
may we discover
gifts in each other,
willing to lead and be led.

6. Christ, as we serve you
In different way,
May all we’re doing
Show that you’re living,
Meeting your love with our praise.
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