Leura Uniting Church
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Easter 5
Rev Myung Hwa Park

( The Gully )
Acknowledgment of Country
In the Dreaming, the Spirit of God brought forth the blessing of Ancient Life through Mother Earth.
Ground Beings were given breath and rhythm… the offspring of the heart of God!
This place was tended by the Darug and Gundangurra People – people of this Ground and this Land’s
rhythms. We give thanks for their custodianship and honour their Elders – past, present and future
and commit to walk toward a true reconciliation.
Call to worship
We Gather as the people who seek after love,
In this place we gather to wait and to open our hearts
We are the ones who remember our Lover, The God who seeks, the God who calls our name, The
God that we love because God loved us first.
The God who invites us into joyful intimacy; The Lover whose offer we will not neglect.
This is our time to respond and to worship.
Let us worship God!
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Hymn of worship TiS 153 God is love
1.God is love, let heav'n adore him;
God is love, let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him,
and exalt him with one voice.
God who laid the earth's foundation,
He who spread the heavens above,
and who breathes through all creation,
God is love, eternal love.

3.God is love, and though with blindness
sin afflicts our human hearts,
God's eternal loving-kindness
holding, guiding, grace impart.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o'er us final triumph gain;
God is love, so love for ever
o'er the universe must reign.

2.God is love and he enfolding
all the world in one embrace;
with unfailing grasp he holding
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow's iron rod,
then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.
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Prayer of Adoration and confession
O God who holds us all as one, you have given us Christ, your true vine, from which we draw our life
and strength. Send to us a new assurance of your ongoing love and care for us as we gather to
praise your name, and open our hearts to receive a fresh surge of your life-giving Spirit that we may
be fruitful branches of him who gives himself to us always
God is love, let us see where we fall short.
Let us bring our prayer of confession together.
Loving God, Lord of the Church, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and
deed: we have not loved you with all our heart or served you with all our strength; we have been
blind to the vision of a renewed world and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; we have been
indifferent to the suffering of others and unwilling to forgive one another. In your mercy, Lord,
pardon and restore us, that together in the ministry of Christ we may serve you with joy all the
days of our life. Amen.
Declaration of forgiveness
Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins. In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven.
As we come to know God’s love for us in this way, we testify to the love of God.
Our testimony comes to the world as we love our brothers and sisters as we build this faithful
community. This love bears much fruit to the glory of God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
The peace of the Lord be with you always!
And also with you!
Scripture reading
1 John 4: 7- 21
John. 15: 1-8
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Sermon “Abide in me, and I in you”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EICNm-Ow0ms 2’53’

( davesgarden.com)
(Playing the Song ‘Where is the love’ by Black Eyed Peas)
The rock bank Black Eyed Peas cried out ‘Where is the Love’ as they address the issues of violence,
drugs and abuse, war, terrorism and discrimination prevailing in their society in the USA and the
world in their politically and socially conscious lyrics.
The artists connect the problems with the absence of love.
Black Eyed Peas was not a gospel choir, nor did they compose the song as a reflection of the
scriptures, especially the gospel of Saint John or the letter of Saint John. But the truth about love in
the song resonated with their listeners. The song ‘Where is the love’ made the top chart in the
music industry all around the world and in Australia, this song stayed at No. 1 for six weeks in 2003.
“Where is the love.”
If you don’t mind, I’d like to share some of my early journey when I experienced the realities
expressed in the song “Where is the love”.
In 1984 as a young woman, I flew for the first time in my life to a country which I didn’t know much
about it before I was asked to go to Pakistan.
In those days, there was no internet, let alone a personal computer. So I couldn’t google to find out
about Pakistan. All I knew about Pakistan was that it was a country separated from India to be a
nation for the Muslims, and the image that struck in my mind from the one textbook I was able to
consult, was a banner that had the Quran on one side and a sword on the other!
Before I left Korea, I was also warned that I should be cautious about sharing Christianity with the
Muslims because proselytization was a serious offence. I might be kicked out of the country or put
into jail for it.
So you might wonder, what made me take a risky path into this scary journey as a young woman?
Well, at that time my mother said, ‘You must be crazy with your love with something or
someone” By the way, my mother wasn’t a Christian able to read what was going on with me, let
alone to understand all those foreign things: Christianity, church and mission.
But she knew her child better than anyone else in the universe.
Indeed, I wasn’t afraid, although I was nervous about flying abroad for the first time and anxious
about my lack of experience in teaching to start a school. But I also had this deep sense of being
loved by God and had a belief that in God, I could do everything that was asked of me.
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In 2018, 31 years after I left Pakistan, I visited Lahore, where I worked as a young teacher starting
with one child with multiple disabilities in an empty hall. Over the 30 years, the school has grown to
have 70 children and 20 staff working in a modern two-storey building. I was so happy and excited
about meeting people and talking in Urdu, which was the language of Pakistan. My daughter, who
was travelling with me said, “Wow, Mum, you better change your job, using your language skill
instead of preaching”. I told her that Urdu was the language of the heart for me, ‘Dil Ki Jerbarn’.
Jesus in his farewell discourse said, “I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you remain in me and
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing.”
It is not rocket science to understand this basic agricultural truth about the necessary connectedness
of the vine and branches. Even if we’ve never been to a vineyard and never watched the gardener
pruning the branches for a better yielding of fruits, we understand that it is necessary and essential
for the branches to remain in the vine to fruit and also that pruning helps to bring more fruits.
In this discourse of the vine and branches, we learn about union, the union between Jesus and his
followers, but we also learn about the connectedness of the branches. And I believe that this is an
important message for us to hear today when we experience many problems caused by isolation
because we pursue independence, freedom and privacy instead of interdependence and
connectedness. You and I can easily see that the heart of many problems stem from selfishness,
greed and isolation.
The 8th indigenous person in 2021 died in custody in March this year. We might ask, “Where is the
love” as the Black Eyed Peas sang.
Saint John, in his first letter, gives an answer, “Love comes from God, everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God because God is love.”
Teilhard de Chardin, a French Jesuit priest, scientist and theologian, said, “Love takes the deepest
within us, joins us with others.”
And I can certainly say that because of love, I am able to speak Urdu even to this day 35 years after I
left Pakistan.
Jesus invited his followers repeatedly, “ Abide in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit”. To abide
in Him is to stay in communion with the Lord of life, connected to a life source in which abundant life
is possible.
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It was a great delight for me to bring my daughter to Pakistan to show her the school where I once
worked, but the greatest joy for both of us, was witnessing what it means to abide in him.
Friends, life is not complete without belonging, without intimacy, without relationships. Belonging
can be messy, intimacy can take our privacy away, and relationships also bring extra responsibilities.
But nothing is more rewarding and fulfilling than being loved and to live out that love in our
relationships with others. In love there can be no fear, but fear is driven out by perfect love.
My dear people, God who loved us first, sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
This is the love! His commandment is not difficult, to love, simply abide in Jesus.
TiS 686 Lord Jesus we belong to you
1. Lord Jesus, we belong to you, you live in us, we live in you
We live and work for you because we bear your name.
2. Help us receive each other, Lord, for you receive the least of us
And come to us in them. Because we bear your name.
3. Bless those who give us any gift because they know that we are yours
Reward them with your grace because we bear your name.
4. Let us acknowledge those as friends who use your name to right a wrong,
But have not joined us yet because we bear your name.
5. Let nothing that we do or say offend the weak so that they fall
and love their faith in you because we bear your name.
6. Keep us from missing out on life; give hands that help, and single sight,
And feet that walk your way because we bear your name.
7. You are the salt that cleanses us, so clean us out and make us fit
For common life with you because we bear your name.
John Wilfred Kleinig
1942Words © JF Kleignig
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-729788. All rights reserved
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Offertory Prayer
Loving God, we dedicate our offering as one evidence of our stewardship. Bless our offering and
our lives as we give our time and talents to build the community that reveal your glory, through
Christ our Lord.
Prayers of the People
A time of silent prayer - leader reads the short prayer points and congregation prays in silence.
Those who love God love their brothers and sisters.
Great and loving God, we come before you in prayer –
 We stand with Uniting World 7 Days of Solidarity Day – With United Church of the Solomon
Islands – for action on climate change, funding, leadership, health care and education.
Silent prayer
 With Protestant Church of Timor-Leste – well-being for safety, courage and resilience.
Silent prayer
 India – for action to provide aid and medical support in the pandemic crisis.
Silent prayer
 Indonesia – where families of the navy personal are grieving.
Silent prayer
 Myanmar – ordinary people struggling for freedom.
Silent prayer
 The people of Ukraine daily living with the build up of military forces along their borders.
Silent prayer
Together we say - Lord hear our prayers.
 Pray for the commitment of our church to connect with people in the community.
Silent prayer
 Give thanks for those people in our church who care for us individually.
Silent prayer
 For people struggling with their mental health.
Silent prayer
 For those who are threaten, who live in unsafe households, who are homeless.
Silent prayer
Together we say - Lord hear our prayers.
 Pray for Myung Hwa Park and her family.
Silent prayer
 Pray for those who are ill and seeking medical care.
Silent prayer
 For those who are aging and in care or support themselves int their own homes
Silent prayer
 For those whose future is uncertain – their familiar life is changing, and decisions need to be
made.
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Silent prayer
 We are much blessed – as we can receive the vaccine – thank you.
Together we say - Lord hear our prayers.
We pray this in Your name’s sake,
Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in Heaven. Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and
the glory are yours now and forever, Amen
Closing hymn TiS 609
1. May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling
All I do and say.

4. May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self denying,
This is victory.

2. May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His power.

5. May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go.

3. May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.
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Blessing
May the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the holy fellowship of God’s spirit fill us,
change us that the world may grow into a place where all of God’s creation thrive and become
whole.
Go in peace and continue to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Postlude TiS 640
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