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Easter Sunday
Acknowledgement of country

In the Dreaming, the Spirit of God brought forth the blessing of Ancient Life through Mother
Earth.
Ground Beings were given breath and rhythm, the offspring of the heart of God!
This place was tended by the Gundungurra and Darug People, people of this Ground and
this Land’s rhythms. We give thanks for their custodianship and honour their Elders – past,
present and future.
Easter Greetings & Announcements
Call to Worship
In the presence of God, (Silence)
Life is a gift for which we are grateful. We gather in community to celebrate
the glories and mysteries of this great gift.
Today we celebrate new life,new joy,
new possibilities because Christ is risen !
Alleluia!
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Easter Hymn TiS 370. Christ the Lord is risen today
1. Christ the Lord is risen today: Hallelujah!
Let the whole creation say: Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high:
Hallelujah!
Sing now heaven, and earth reply:
Hallelujah!

3. Lives again our glorious King;
Hallelujah!
where, O death, is now thy sting?
Hallelujah!
Once he died our souls to save; Hallelujah!
where your victory, O grave? Hallelujah!

2. Love's redeeming work is done;
Hallelujah!
fought the fight, the battle won; Hallelujah!
vain the stone, the watch, the seal:
Hallelujah!
Christ has burst the gates of hell.
Hallelujah!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led,
Hallelujah
following our exalted Head; Hallelujah!
made like Him, like Him we rise; Hallelujah!
ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
Hallelujah!
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Easter litany
L: Long and long our God has declared it: All things will be made new!
C: And God's promises are sure.
L: All the heavens and the earth.
C: All the seas and dry lands.
L: All the stars and moons, all the valleys and the mountains, the rivers and the lakes.
C: All have been made new!
L: All the forests and the fields, and the birds, the beasts and the insects.
C: All have been made new!
L: God has turned death into life. God has turned brokenness into wholeness.
C: God has saved us!
P: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed!
Prayer of thanksgiving

Psalm 118 : 1-2, 14- 24 by Rosie Prowse

Easter story for the young in heart “ Morning of the rolling stone puppets”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TNnf8PnpRo
John 20: 1-18 by John Cox
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Visual reflection with Ursula and her painting ‘Resurrection’
Reflection music “Christ Rising” by William Byrd 3’40’’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GSoEhDCBX4
Easter reflection “ Resurrection, the transforming mystery of grace”

Resurrection, the transforming mystery of grace
John 20: 1- 18, Psalm 118: 1-2, 14- 24
Mu Kung Hwa Kkotchi Pi ut Sumida ( 무궁화 꽃이 피었읍니다 ), Ready or not, here I come!
The Hide and Seek game, I loved to play it all the time as a child.
I am sure that you too, must have played the ‘Hide and Seek’ game when you were a child.
We, the children with hardly anything, toys or computers, we played ‘hide and seek ‘ till the
darkness which meant that we could see hardly anything let alone how to find the one who
hides!
It was so much fun!
But to play the ‘Hide and seek’ game now as an adult? Umm, probably not. I don’t think
anyone here would be keen to join me if I suggested that we play the game after the church
service! Especially on Easter Sunday morning?
Perhaps, instead, we might say let the children go out and find the Easter eggs which have
been hidden behind the pots or trees.
2000 years ago, in the cemetery near Golgotha, two adults played ‘hide and seek.’ It was
actually not a game but a reality show.
Early in the morning, after the Sabbath, when it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb where Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus had laid the body of Jesus in a hurry
because of the preparation for the Sabbath.
Mary then saw the stone that closes the tomb was rolled away. An obvious sign that there
was nobody inside the tomb, a rock chamber.
So Mary immediately turned around and ran to Simon and the other disciples, reporting to
Jesus’ favourite disciple, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know
where they have put them.”
Now more people joined in a version of ‘hide and seek.’ It certainly would be easier and
faster to find the body of Jesus if there were more seekers! But those two men didn’t change
the game! They looked inside the tomb, one after the other. They saw the strips of linen lying
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there but could not find the body. But the one loved by Jesus saw the empty tomb and
believed. If you want to know what he believed, read what he wrote in the gospel over and
over.
Although the gospel writer put it theologically, “They still did not understand from Scripture
that Jesus had to rise from the dead”, the simple fact is that they did not find the body of
Jesus and so they quit the game of ‘Hide and Seek’ and returned to their place.
But Mary was different. She didn’t leave the tomb; she persisted in the game! She was in
this game fully and wholly. This made her follow Jesus all along to Golgotha, this made her
come to the tomb early in the morning, this made her stay on even after two disciples went
away after seeing the empty tomb!
Pope Gregory the Great of the 6th Century picked up the essence of John’s narrative and put
his understanding so poignantly in the sermon that he preached on the feast of Saint Mary
Magdalene. I would like to share it with you, for he has what I wanted to say.
“Because of the ardent love of her heart, Mary continued seeking him when she could not find him,
even after the other disciples had gone away.
In tears, she kept searching and afire with love, and she yearned for him. Thus it happened that she
alone saw him. She had already sought and found nothing, but she continued seeking, and so found
the object of her love.
At first, she did not recognize him, but then Jesus said to her: “Mary’… as if to say: ‘Now recognize
the one who recognizes you’…
Outwardly it was He who was the object of her search, but inwardly it was He who was teaching her
to search for Him.”
At the empty tomb, Mary, instead of finding the body of Jesus, was found by the Risen
Lord. This is a complete game changer!
The risen Lord changed the rules of the ‘Hide and Seek game. Even in his earthly life, he
challenged the world's rules to reveal the true love of God to align the world to the Creator’s
order.
The resurrection of Jesus brought an entirely new set of rules to the game of life that we are
used to. Mary Magdalene experienced the resurrection, which there is no other way to
define but as a transforming mystery of grace, when she recognized the voice, the one who
accepted her unconditionally, no condemnation only acceptance!
Under these new rules, players are called to seek to be found, for the risen Lord will come
and call us by our names as he called Mary’s.
This is the Easter that we are called to proclaim today. We might not be like the first
witnesses of the Resurrection, but if we pursue Jesus as the centre of our lives, and let the
resurrection change our lives, and be in solidarity with the lives of those who are crying,
struggling, and longing at their empty tomb, we will be the Easter people who defy death and
injustice, for the resurrection, is indeed the transforming mystery of God’s grace!
Friends, shall we play by the new rule found in the risen Lord?
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TiS 390 Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord,
alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His Name.
1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth;
He is the King of creation.

Alleluia….
4. God has proclaimed his gracious gift;
new life for all! Alleluia!

Alleluia….
2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth;
Jesus has died and has risen.

Alleluia….
5. Come, let us praise the Living God,
joyfully sing to our Saviour.

Alleluia….
3. We have been crucified with Christ;
now we shall live forever.

Alleluia….
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Prayer for offering
Prayer for others

William Emilsen

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
O God, Giver of Life,
you raised Jesus from the dead,
so that we, made like him, will rise like him:
“Love has come again,
like wheat that springs up green.”
We praise you and give you thanks.
This is the day the Lord has made,
that all may see his love displayed.
Jesus, Son of God,
by your death and resurrection,
you lift the large dark cloud of suffering and sin in the world
to make all things fresh and new.
We praise your name above every other name.
Yours be the glory, risen, conquering Son.
Merciful Jesus, you called Mary’s name at the tomb
and she turned toward you;
teach us the names of those who long to hear your word of life.
Hear us, Lord of life.
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Merciful Jesus, you stood again among your friends;
give us courage to stand with those
who wait for justice and peace.
Hear us, Lord of life.
Merciful Jesus, love divine, come reign in our hearts;
make us bearers of your light to shine out
against all threats to life.
Hear us, Lord of life.
Merciful Jesus, you sent Mary to tell the good news;
send us out as witnesses,
encouraged by your Spirit of truth, united in love,
to proclaim to all that Christ is risen.
Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Word of mission
Community of God, we are called to live a life that can go beyond death.
God who raised Jesus from the dead call us now to go out into the world as a resurrected
body of Christ to lift the spirit of the people in the ways of Christ.
Recessing hymn Thine be the glory
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/be-a-part-of-the-united-methodist-church-eastervirtual-choir
(Move to the garden to decorate the cross with flowers)
Blessing
By the grace of God, we have become children of God. We are beloved by God, and called
to live as an Easter love one another. Know that forgiveness abounds, grace is plentiful, love
wins, and life endures forever. Go, and share the Good News. Amen.

