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Leura Uniting Church  

27 December 2020 

Ross Neville 

 

 

 

Opening prayer 

 

It’s a great privilege and joy to live here on land cared for by the 
Gundungurra and Darug peoples.  

We recognise and honour the elders, past, present and emerging of 
this beautiful country that we call home, and upon which we Leura 

Uniting Church worship and meet. (silence) 

 

Prayer of adoration and thanksgiving  

Bible Reading Psalm 148   

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies. 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for at his command they were created,6 and he 
established them forever and ever—  he issued a decree that will never pass away. 
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Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,8 lightning 
and hail, snow and clouds,  stormy winds that do his bidding,9 you mountains and all 
hills, fruit trees and all cedars,10 wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying 
birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations,  you princes and all rulers on earth,12 young men and 
women,  old men and children. 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,  for his name alone is exalted; his splendour is 
above the earth and the heavens.14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,[b]  the 
praise of all his faithful servants,  of Israel, the people close to his heart. 

Praise the Lord.   

 

Prayer of adoration thanksgiving and confession 

God of all mercy, give us grace today to make a fresh start.  

We know we have not loved you with our whole heart, nor have we loved our neighbour as 
ourselves  

As we hope to be forgiven, teach us how to forgive:  

And lead us forward in a new life where neither grudges nor resentment have a part;  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.         Amen  

 

 

Luke 2:22-40 

 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.”25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant[a] depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
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rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 
virgin,37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[b] She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour 
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Return to Nazareth 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom. And the favour of God was upon him. 

 

Message by Ross Neville 

Jesus story as told in Luke is emphasizing how Jesus was fulfilling the OT rites and rituals. 
Jesus is circumcised at the correct time 

 Was ceremonially being redeemed with the sacrifice needed for the first born son 

   His mother was being purified 40 days after birth 

All of these are significant ritual observances for every day life of the jews of the time 

 

Then 

 

We don’t know anything much about Simeon 

We presume he was an ordinary worshipper, elderly or Young??? who was . 

  Devout, to God 

  Righteous the way he dealt well with his fellowman, Obviously not 
overwhelmed by the circumstances of the day . 

  Patient, unfailing. He waited on God. Praying, studying, walking with God in 
his daily life. 

  He was used to being led and guided by the Holy Spirit.  

Note he didn’t know about the Holy Spirit the way Jesus explained Him. So what did Simeon 
understand about the holy Spirit Was he the one saying God’s spirit was with him or is this 
something Luke adds later? 

Luke obviously knew what Jesus had described the Holy Spirits activity. 

What are the thoughts ideas or words that Mary and Joseph remembered Simeon using that 
they passed onto Luke to record in this gospel  

 

Simeon believed he was guided.,  

The Holy Spirit motivated Simeon to be in a certain place at a certain time of the day.  

He guided him to the young couple with a baby. 
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The spirit must also have given discernment. Because How did Simeon know to look for a 
baby.? He had been praying for a messiah, surely such a messiah was not likely to be a 
baby. It was widely expected he would be a warrior, a King someone to deliver the people 
from the Romans. The revolt and the wars of the Macabees were still in everyone’s mind. 

 

Simeon believed his actually seeing and touching this baby was going to be a fulfilment of 
the promise and prophecy he had had that he would see the fulfilment of the Messianic 
prophecy before he died. A light and revelation to all humankind, not just the Jews. 

 

Then he had the gift of prophecy. How did he know Jesus would cause such division. 

Some people would believe he was the messiah many would not believe over the last 100 
generations. There can be no neutrality with Jesus. People will be either for him or against 
Him. Believe in him as the Messiah or believe he was only a good man, a radical teacher. 

 

In todays  society, we can see many do not believe. 2020 has been an unprecedented 
disastrous year, in Australia as well as the pandemic and recession we have had drought, 
fire, flood  and cyclones.  The whole world has been affected and trade relationships are 
being rewritten in the EU and with China and the USA. People have been challenged to re-
evaluate their life goals or life values. The things that have been taken away that the media 
emphasise are our recreational relationships and recreational activities as well as what was 
assumed to be a fixed reliable income.. These changes I believe is significant. Simeon said 
to Mary ‘many will fall’.  People’s mental health is being shaken. 

There have been wars, persecutions, ex-communications about what Jesus said, or meant 
and did, over the last 2000years.  

 

Social media today is very dominated with anti Christian ideas. One example is: 

The media today are focusing on the many conspiracy theories that are rampant today 
because of the internet. Many of these conspiracy theories originate or are based in the 
Christian churches. They all have a particular interpretation of Jesus’ comment about the 
end times. Many people are fanatical about their theory. One of the things that happen 
regularly at Open Table is someone will start telling you their theory about what and why  
things are happening in the world. 

 

Jesus the baby, Simeon says will cause many to rise out of the old life. A life weighted with 
sin, into a new life demonstrating love and goodness. A life that will remove judgement and 
shame and offer people a life filled with love forgiveness and glory. 
A spiritual rebirth as their hearts will be revealed. 

 

Then Simeon steps outside of the prophecies about Jesus to prophecy about Mary and 
Jesus. Mary will be present at the death of this child and her heart will be broken (pierced) 
by the way this death will happen. 

 
Simeon also physically demonstrates how to receive and be part of Jesus.  

He took him in his arms. He embraced the object of his prayers in a personal and intimate 
way. WE cannot stand at a distance and pontificate about what we believe or talk about what 
Jesus means to us unless we have actually embraced Jesus and he is seen as part of us.. 



5 
 

 

A women had been a witness to this encounter and her spirit was quickened to speak up. 
This woman again was someone we know little about.  

A prophetess, a daughter of Phanuel, elderly 84years at least, lived in the temple courts or 
temple outbuildings so she could everyday come worship to fast and pray. 

I imagine people would want to meet with her for counselling and receive some prophetic 
word for, or about their circumstance. People recognized her wisdom and gift and accepted 
her role at the temple. 

 

Anna was mingling in the worshipping crowd. Then she knew something extraordinary was 
happening . A special baby was being consecrated to God. 

What does she say and do. 

She spoke about the child to all who would listen and were waiting for the Messiah 

We presume she would be quoting some of the prophecies about the Messiah. 

  

The story of Jesus in the bible teach about how Jesus fulfilled these prophetic expectations 
of the Messiah.  

There would hardly have been any discord for Anna to deal with except for her interpretation 
of what and how the Messiah would deal with each of those prophecies. 

No discord is mentioned of Anna’s giving thanks to God for identifying this baby who would 
grow and become the Messiah 

 

A man and a women 

Both were waiting. They were prepared to respond to God’s prompting and then speak out. 
A man and woman both patient and regular in prayer.  

Note the original crowd was only the parents but it has grown… 

 

Song – TIS 256 From heaven You came 

1. From heaven you came, helpless babe,  
entered our world, your glory veiled;  
not to be served, but to serve,  
and give your life that we might live.  
 

This is our God, the Servant King,  
he calls us now to follow him,  
to bring our lives as a daily offering  
of worship to the Servant King. 

 

2. There in the garden of tears,  
my heavy load he chose to bear;  
his heart with sorrow was torn,  
‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said.  
 

 

3. Come see his hands and his feet,  
the scars that speak of sacrifice,  
hands that flung stars into space  
to cruel nails surrendered.  
 

4. So let us learn how to serve  
and in our lives enthrone him;  
each other’s needs to prefer,  
for it is Christ we’re serving.  
 

CCLI Song # 78897 
Graham Kendrick 

 © 1983 Thankyou Music (Admin. by 
SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
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Prayers of the People  Stephen White 

God of all mercy, we give you thanks for your beautiful and bountiful creation and for all who 
work to protect it.  

We pray for all those recovering from bushfires, floods and Coronavirus. We remember 
these who are isolated from families and friends at this time. We thank you for the many 
people around the world developing vaccines and governments as they manage 
immunisation programmes. 

We pray for all people in areas of war, for all who suffer persecution and privation; for all with 
the responsibility of government in this and other lands.  

   In the darkness of inhumanity, give us compassion;  

    where there is arrogance, give us humility;  

    where there is foolishness, give us wisdom.  

May we who have received your light, live so others may see your light.  

Loving God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

God of all grace, we give you thanks for the birth of your Son, who comes to us as the Light 
of the World.  

We pray for your worldwide church, for the National Council of Churches, for all who minister 
and worship in this place.  

   In the darkness of sin, give us grace;  

    where there is error, give us truth;  

    where there is unbelief, give us faith.  

May we who have received your light, live so others may see your light.  

Loving God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

God of all love, we give you thanks for all who sustain us with their love and care.  

We pray for children and the families in which they live; for those with whom we work and 
play, for this community, for all whose daily work enriches our lives.  

  In the darkness of rejection, give us love;  

   where there is alienation, give us reconciliation;  

   where there is injury, give us forgiveness.  

May we who have received your light, live so others may see your light.  

Loving God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

God of all compassion, we give you thanks for all who lighten the burdens of others.  

We pray for all who live with pain, grief, loneliness and hopelessness, for the sick and all 
who care for them.  

  In the darkness of pain, give comfort;  



7 
 

   where there is despair, give hope;  

   where there is grief, give consolation.  

May we who have received your light, live so others may see your light.  

Loving God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

God of all faithfulness, we give you thanks for your faithful servants of every age: for Simeon 
and Anna and all who have recognised your Son as the Light of the World and for all whose 
lives have shone with the radiance of your light.  

With these, and with all who have passed through the shadow of death, may we too come to 
dwell forever in the glory of your presence.  

Loving God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the tine of trial 

And deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

Song TIS 526 – Lord Jesus Christ 

1. Lord Jesus Christ you have come to us, 
You are one with us, Mary’s son; 

Cleansing our souls from all their sin,  

Pouring your love and goodness in,  
Jesus our love for you we sing, living Lord  
 
2. Lord Jesus Christ you have come to us, 

Born as one of us, Mary’s son; 
Led out to die on Calvary,  

risen from death to set us free,  
living Lord Jesus, help us see you are Lord.  
 

3. Lord Jesus Christ I would come to you, 
Live my life for you, Son  of God. 

All your commands I know are true, 

Your many gifts will make us new, 
 into my life your power breaks through, living Lord  
 
 

CCLI Song # 40241 
Patrick Robert Norman Appleford 

 © Words: 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd 
 Music: 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 300742 
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Benediction 

May the feet of God walk with you,  
and his hand hold you tight.  
May the eye of God rest on you,  
and his ear hear your cry.  
May the smile of God be for you,  
and his breath give you life.  
May the Child of God grow in you,  
and his love bring you home. 

 


