Leura Uniting Church, Sunday 13th December 2020 – Third Sunday in Advent
This Christian congregation respectfully acknowledges the Dharug and Gundungurra peoples
as original owners, inhabitants and custodians of this land for millennia. We honour their
descendants and their elders: past, present and emerging.
CALL TO WORSHIP
When the galaxies were formed and worlds appeared,
there was a word:
Let there be light!
When life emerged on the blue planet,
there was a word:
Let there be abundant life!
Today as people gather and give thanks for light and life:
Let us worship God!
Hymn 227 When morning gilds the skies
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes
with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us,
bring beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because
it lifts our hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls because
company is coming.
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No
matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love
and with joy.
Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season
– not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and
the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy
because company is coming.
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
Singing a verse of the Advent wreath song:
Come, let’s walk the path of light
through the darkness of the night.
Now the lost don’t walk alone,
hungry ones are welcomed home.
Joy in what we do and say,
joy between us on the way.
PRAYER OF ADORATION, CONFESSION & THANKSGIVING
Psalm 126: 1-5
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
"The Lord has done great things for them."
The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
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like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Gracious God, Holy One, we do not always find the joy in the ordinary things of life. We
wait for the next big occasion, or we think, "At Christmas I'll ...." or "For the New Year I
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intend to ...." Help us to see the truly rich gift of today and the people we are with at each
moment, even now. Open our eyes and our hearts to the abiding joy that does not wait for the
great event or the definitive moment, but is here, now. Forgive us if we mistake gaining
power, possessions, status, or wealth for sources of joy. Forgive us when we forget to say,
“Thank you” and overlook simple things in our lives that may give rise to gratitude and
delight. Sometimes despair and emptiness overshadow us, and we are overwhelmed by
sadness or regret. By your Spirit, come beside us and be with us in finding a new way with
you. Let us seek justice with determination, but not give access to immobilising guilt or fear.
May your abiding presence strengthen us to serve the ones you send us to in Jesus' name.
AMEN.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
(Psalm 126:6)
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
Hear the Good News: you are forgiven, you are free!
Blessed be God forever! Amen.
Hymn 276 There’s a light upon the mountains (Verses 1,2,4)
SHARING THE PEACE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 61: 1-4 and 8-11
Gracious God, put your law within us
and write it upon our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33)
John 1: 6-8 and 19-28
For the Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to Jesus Christ, the Word!
SHARING THE WORD
Harbinger of Good News
Part A: A reading of the picture book, Wombat Divine by Mem Fox and Kerry Argent. For
those unable to be present at gathered worship in Leura, may I suggest that you try to borrow
a copy of the book over Christmas. I am willing to loan my own copy. If you need to see it,
call me (Mark Hillis) on 0408 412 414 and I will put you on the borrowing list.
Part B: Numbat’s suggestion that Wombat could indeed play the part of the Baby Jesus in
the Nativity Play was a wonderful surprise for everyone. The story Wombat Divine works
through a process of elimination, as Wombat first discovers which parts he cannot play
effectively and which he finally may. It was a revelation. A divine revelation!

John the Baptizer’s identity in the Gospel story is explored by each of the Gospels in their
own important ways. For John’s Gospel, John the baptizer appears as the harbinger of good
news: the forerunner and announcer of healing, of liberation and release for God’s people.
The good news is for the oppressed. A new day and a new way is coming. In John’s Gospel,
John the baptizer is described as “a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.” His work had a new and Page | 3
fresh quality to it.
The suspicious ‘priests and Levites’ wanted to categorise and label John. He resisted them
and denied their formulaic descriptions of him. Yet he also offered them the opportunity to
stop playing games and to be part of the change he heralded. From the testimony of the four
Gospels and the external writings of Josephus we can tell that no one, not even his enemies,
doubted John’s integrity. A fresh opportunity was being offered to all people – people
oppressed by Roman and Jewish religious authorities; people oppressed by poverty or wealth
or power. Here was the opportunity for a clean start. It was their choice. John was not
enlisting a following for himself. He was totally available, as he said. He was the “voice of
one crying in the wilderness. Get ready for God’s new day.” For those who listened to John,
it was their choice. It is also ours. A new day and new way? Or, same old, same old? Instead,
like Wombat in the picture book, may we discover how to play an unexpected and exciting
new part in God’s story?
In 2016 Epping Uniting Church had the opportunity to display the “Gaza Today” art
exhibition. Christian and Muslim artists in Gaza had been commissioned by (the late) Harry
Wallace to paint as they felt. Their artworks gave genuine expression to their feelings about
living in Gaza. Gaza is a crowded Palestinian community that desperately needs peace and a
just solution to its ongoing conflicts with the Israeli government. You can see two images
from Zaki Baoun’s work, The Shepherd and the Wall below. Perhaps you can perceive the
hopeful expression of his heart. There is vibrancy, colour and hopeful expectation in these
paintings. Zaki Baoun is a harbinger of good news for the people of Gaza. He and his
paintings embody the hope for change in Gaza, starting with the great dividing wall. The
whole exhibition was accessed by many different people in the community. In addition to
viewing the artworks, people were given opportunities to meet and speak with Australians
who had first-hand experience of visits to Israel and Palestine.

Here at Leura Uniting Church in 2020, we are heralding some good news today. We will be
commissioning two re-elected Elders (Stephen White and Paul Cameron) and one new Elder

(Anna Randall). As we pray for them we acknowledge that their leadership among us is a
shared leadership with and in the Body of Christ, the Church. May all our leaders live as
harbingers of Good News. And not just our leaders. May all of us become aware that a new
age is breaking in upon us. We are not here on earth to amass selfish profit. We are not here
to pursue what others call success. Our purpose in life is not self-preservation, but salvation –
for people, for other creatures and for the planet. We can be free to promote and proclaim the
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good news of the coming reality in Jesus! Let’s become harbingers of good news like Zaki
Bahoun and John the baptizer. Let’s announce a fresh start for people who seek a new and
authentic humanity. Let’s witness to Jesus in a non-formulaic, non-institutional way, actually
demonstrating the way of Jesus and his coming reality. We start that process here and now,
with our own community of faith.
Song, Dream a dream. Music: Nigel Eastgate; Words: Shirley Murray #12(i) in Faith forever Singing. NZ
Hymnbook Trust.

1. Dream a dream, a hopeful dream as children do on Christmas Eve,
imaginings, surprising things to hold and to believe.
2. Dream a time, this Christmas time when no one’s hungry or afraid;
that weapons go and harvests grow, that friends are met and made.
3. Dream a gift, the Christmas gift that changes everything we see:
the shimmering of angel wing, the Child, the Mystery.
Acknowledgement of Offerings and Dedication
Christmas Bowl and other notices

THE COMMISSIONING OF ELDERS
Sentences from Scripture and the Basis of Union
There are diverse gifts;
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God:
but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through people in different ways:
but it is the same God
whose purpose is achieved through them all.
Each one of us is given a gift by the Spirit:

and there is no gift without its corresponding service.
There is one ministry of Christ:
and in this ministry we all share.
Together we are the body of Christ:
and individually members of it.
[The act of commissioning Elders Anna Randall, Stephen White and Paul Cameron follows,
including their vows to serve in the name of Christ and the vows of the congregation to
support them. John Cox, Chairperson of the Congregation leads this commissioning.]
Act of Commissioning and Prayers of the People
The Chairperson says:
Beloved in Christ,
let us pray in silence for these people
before we commission them for the work
to which we believe the Holy Spirit has called them.
The candidates stand, facing the congregation with the minister and
Chairperson near them.
After a time of silence the Chairperson says:
Gracious God, we thank you that in every age you have chosen leaders
to serve and care for your people. We thank you that you have called Anna, Stephen and Paul
to serve you. May those you have chosen
have the same mind which was in Christ Jesus
and be faithful disciples, giving example to Christ’s flock
and witnessing to the truth of the gospel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Minister and Chairperson raise their hands over the heads of the newly appointed elders,
in turn, and the Chairperson prays:
God of grace,
through the Holy Spirit
empower your servants Anna, Stephen, and Paul
for the ministry of Elder and Church Councillor.
The people respond: Amen.
When the new elders have been appropriately greeted, the Aaronic Blessing may be said or
sung by the people, (Together in Song, 776)
The Lord bless you and keep you
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you
peace.
Hymn 293 Unto us a boy is born.
Picture: Nativity window, Holy Trinity Church, East Melbourne
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BENEDICTION
The grace of Christ attend you;
the love of God surround you;
the Holy Spirit keep you;
this day and forever. Amen
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