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Ross Neville
HOPE
Advent Candle Lighting
R1 If ever there was a year we needed advent, this is the year.
We hardly know how to describe the year we have lived through.
We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around us in 2020.
All we know is nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing.
We need ADVENT!
R2 The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear up the heavens and come down…to
make your name known… so that nations might tremble at your presence.”
So tear through the mess O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people
of Hope.
R1 We light this candle a a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in the mess of our
world.
Hope that you will still see us though we are lost in the rubble.
Let this light be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more
R2 O come, O come Emmanuel.

Advent Song
Come let us walk the path of light
Through the darkness of the night.
Now the lost don’t walk alone,
Hungry ones are welcomed home.
Hope in what we do and say,
Hope between us on the way

1

Song: TIS 176 There’s a light upon the mountain
There’s a light upon the mountain,
And the day is at the spring
When our eyes shall see the beauty
And the glory of the King;
Weary was our heart with waiting,
And the night watch seemed so long,
But his triumph day is breaking,
and we hail it with a song.

Hark we hear a distant music,
and it comes with fuller swellThe triumph song of Jesus,
of our king, Emmanuel;
Zion go you forth to meet him;
and my soul be swift to bring
All your finest and your dearest for
the triumph of our King

He is breaking down the barriers,
he is casting up the way
He is calling up his angels
to build up the gates of day
But his angels here are humans,
not the shining hosts above;
For the drumbeats of his army
are the heart-beats of our love
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Opening Prayer
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayer of Adoration & Thanksgiving
It’s a great privilege and joy to live here on land cared for by the Gundungurra and Darug
people
We recognise and honour the elders, past, present and emerging of this beautiful country
that we call home and upon which we Leura Uniting Church worship and meet. (silence)

We thank you for the spring and summer we have had so far that has shown us so much
beauty the capacity to recover from fire damage and the new life developing
We thank you for your activity in our lives this last week.
(Silence for individual prayers)
Amen
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Prayer of Confession
We confess, Surprising God, that our sense of anticipation has been dulled. We have
ceased to expect any wonders from your hand. We do not see the marvels around us in the
people and happenings we view as commonplace. We are not alert to your presence or your
action on our behalf.
Wake us up, God, lest sleep be our death. Pardon and redeem us that we may escape the
judgment we are bringing on ourselves. Send your light that it may shine through us into a
needy world. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:
“Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God.

Introduction to the Christmas Bowl

Notices

John

Bible Reading

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Perce

Peggy

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4

I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him

you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge—
6
7

God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you.

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to

be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord
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Bible Reading
24

Mark 13:24-37

Peggy

“But in those days, following that distress, “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not

give its light; 25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
26

“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and

glory.27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of
the earth to the ends of the heavens.
28

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves

come out, you know that summer is near.
29

Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door.

30

Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have

happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[c]! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s
like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their
assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come
back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.
comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.
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Offering
Offertory Prayer
Thank you God for our opportunity to offer to you and your ministry to humanity.
Money
Gifts
Talents
Time
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If he

What I say to you, I say to everyone:

‘Watch!’”

Bless now the offerings we make now of:
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Message
Watch for the Hope
This hope is evident in all of us as believers

“My soul, wait in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him” (Psalm 62:5).
Watch for the hope we can have in our every day lives.
Watch for the hope we can know ; will happen sometime in the future;
Paul says to the church in Corinth. I give thanks to my God for you…
You have become rich in all things, including all speech and all knowledge… you have
received all blessings..
Paul implies the hope of Jesus can be seen in the lives of the people in this church.
We today, need more than ever to "give to anyone who asks an account of the hope that is
in [them]" (1 Peter 3:15).
One hope we all as Christians have is that ‘I can have a personal relationship with God. ‘
I don’t have to follow rituals, use other people as intermediaries, go and be in certain places,
follow certain rules
Paul later expresses this as a great mystery. He says: “… God has chosen to make known
among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” (Col. 1:27)
The Holy Spirit guarantees our hope. He unites us to Christ, gives us spiritual eyes to see
God’s excellence and the truth of His promises, and dwells in us to produce hope, faith, and
love toward God in our hearts. “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).
Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Helper. See John 14 and following verses. This helper will
prove to the people of the world they are wrong about sin and about right about God’s
judgement. The spirit will stay with you forever.
The spirit is also called the comforter and he will be with you always. This is definitely a truth
the world today needs to hear. We are being forced to isolate from fellow humans but Jesus
says I will be with you always.
To self isolate for a Christian means they have an opportunity to be alone with God and be
ministered to by the Holy Spirit.
Our hope of being personally with God is true and we can prove it to people.
I have shared in the past about I was journaling writing prayers with out thinking, I began to
write phrases like ‘Ross I was with you when you didn’t know the right thing to do.’ I wouldn’t
write that statement to myself. I found the scripture. ‘I know you by name’
What is specific about the hope that comes from faith, for the Bible it is rooted in the present,
in God’s today. It also includes a promise.
Our Christian Hope should set off real Christianity from the world.
God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27).
Let us examine it carefully and try to understand some of its specifics.
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We see the hope lived out in peoples lives in the congregation in Leura.
People are:
•
Joyful or have a happy or peaceful disposition;
• Continually keeping in contact with others through visits or telephone calls;
• Available to help with any activity anytime if they get an inkling of a need;
• Willing to help with the homeless with soup and service;
• People are wanting to get involved or initiate any community activity to improve
representation;
• People will arrange any initiative to help with refugees, with aboriginals;
• People will support any activity to encourage, or enable children;
• People are not over anxious about government action or the future directions of world
events or activity.
• People are always positive about illness outcomes and everyone’s capacity to cope.
• People are encouraging people to learn how to be still and hear from God through
retreats, Taize , reflection services.
Some may say these people are only using their abilities, instincts or their training but a
Christian can say, no, I am using the gifts of the Holy Spirit, because what I do is beyond my
natural instincts and abilities to allow me to achieve.
I carry on, when my physical or mental instincts tell me to give up or, I am wasting my time, it
is not worth the effort.
Other people in society are doing these same things that are not Christians. The way we do
these things is different and people should be able to see the God of Hope available to more
completely empower what we are doing.
People can see the God of Hope present and active.
As believers, we often have uncertain and certain hope at the same time The word “hope”
generally expresses two different ideas. The more common meaning, especially outside of
the Christian context, entails wishful thinking, the desire for something we might not receive.
For instance, we may hope for a new job, or pray and hope for good health, while not
knowing if we will receive them. We may hope for a better day but not know what a day may
bring.
What about the Hope of the future: Life after death; The second coming of Christ; The end of
the world.
We know the prelude to all of these latter events will be painful or difficult.
Jesus warns us to be prepared, be on watch.
There has been a danger for people to become preoccupied with trying to interpret the signs
to satisfy themselves they can nominate a time. It makes them and their ministry have a
greater urgency.
When I was in my teenage years I followed Herbert W Armstrong and his followers of the
World Tomorrow church. He had it all worked out the European Union would have 10
nations and become the Beast. The second coming would happen in 19xx.
There have been other prophets who say they can interpret the signs.
My older sister is following one at the moment in Queensland
People have missed the point Jesus’ is making that the end times signs were all happening
in Jesus’ day. The Jews in the old testament always portented the sun going dark and moon
eclipses as a spiritual sign. Amos 8:9 Joel Ezekiel Isiaih and other popular writings of
Jesus’ time.
Many of the signs of the second coming were evident when Mark wrote this gospel. There
apparently was significant volcanic activity, Vesuvius buried Pompei, the Roman army
destroyed Jerusalem preceded by an awesome famine, the Parthinians were pushing the
Roman frontiers.
Today we have climate forecasts that the earth will be destroyed.
We have had 20 seconds before midnight forecasts about the end of the world with Nuclear
weapons.
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Should we be worried??
Jesus says
NO.
Be prepared! Watch!
See the anxiety and the fear in the world but let them see my love and my presence. Be
Urgent not worried.
We have a hope of God being present.
PRESENT Now.
A hope of eternal life.
FUTURE No fear of death.
A hope of Jesus’ second coming.
FUTURE No fear of
what’s to come.
Question:
Why can’t we always distinguish between non believers who are loving carers and
Christians???

Song: In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my heart is found
he is my light my strength my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When hearts are stilled,
when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all,
here in the love of Christ I stand

No guilt in life, no fear in deathThis is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from his hand;
Till he returns or calls me homeHere in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
up from the grave he rose again!
As he stands in victory,
sins curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am his and he is mineBought with the precious blood of Christ
CCLI Song # 3350395
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Prayers of the People

Lorraine:

Loving God,
For this first Sunday of Advent, and this first day bringing the opportunity of coming together
again, after many months, for face-to-face worship, we give you thanks. We thank you for all
those who have enabled our worship to continue from our homes. We are conscious of the
many hours that have been put in so this could happen. The future is still not certain, but in
you we have hope. We are your people, and now we bring to you our prayers for others and
for ourselves.
Leader: Shepherd of Israel, listen to our prayer
Response: and let your light shine
We pray for our world, struggling under the weight of the effects of war and conflicts, the
effects of climate change, the effects of the pandemic, the effects of natural disasters.
Today, Act for Peace asks us to pray especially for Afghanistan. We pray for a peaceful
settlement and end to the protracted crises in that country. During the pandemic, Afghani
girls particularly have been suffering, and our prayer is that, in the midst of the crisis, they
may continue to safely participate in the education that is so important to them, enabling
them the possibility of escaping the oppression that they have been born into.
We pray for people in all parts of the world where lives are continually being turned upside
down, where people live in fear, or need to flee to already overcrowded refugee camps,
where governments deceive, and greed and power are driving forces, where people are
dying for want of basic medical care - care that we take for granted in Australia.
We thank you and pray for the work of Act for Peace, for all aid workers, who give so much
of themselves, striving to support disadvantaged and struggling people, endeavouring to
give them hope. Help us to share in their efforts however we can.
Leader: Shepherd of Israel, listen to our prayer
Response: and let your light shine
We pray for our nation, for government leaders at federal, state and local levels. We ask that
they will govern wisely and with integrity. Help them to make good choices as they negotiate
paths through the pandemic. We thank you for the way they have been able to set good
guidelines during the pandemic, keeping the majority of Australians safe. Help us all to
continue to do our part.
We pray for our community, our congregation, and those who are near and dear to us..
We bring before you especially this morning Gwen as she continues to struggle with her
health issues. We also bring before you Anne McCann, and pray that she will recover well
from her recent surgery We name before you silently others known to us who are struggling
with health or ageing issues, and we also pray for the carers and loved ones of all these folk.
Leader: Shepherd of Israel, listen to our prayer
Response: and let your light shine
We pray for those involved in the ministry happening at Junction 142, and we particularly
think of John Cox, Margaret and Ross, and Kerry who have a heavy load, and serve in this
outreach on behalf of us all. We pray for guidance and strength as they seek the best way to
go forward with this ministry.
We also pray for the members of our JNC. We thank you for the way they have faithfully
served on the Committee over such a long time, enabling our hopes for a part time Minister
soon to be realised. We pray for the Minister who is being called. May we be able to work
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well together. May we always be a church that seeks to grow your Kingdom here on earth,
and bring your hope into our community
Leader: Shepherd of Israel, listen to our prayer
Response: and let your light shine
Let us pray together the prayer Jesus gave us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
Now and forever,
Amen
Song: TIS 272 Come thou long expected Jesus
Come thou long expected Jesus
Born to set thy people free,
from our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in thee.

By thine own eternal spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king
Born to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
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Prayer of Blessing
Go out into the world in the power of the Spirit;
In all things, at all times, remember that Christ is with you;
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God .
Amen
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