Suggested preparation for worship
Dear Leura Family,
We shall share some of the following liturgy together via Worzoom on Sunday.
For your own devotions prior or post our time together you may like to light a candle to represent
the light of God among us even as we gather as a community scattered.
You may like to prepare beforehand, music to be played as part of your act of worship:
1. As you begin the order of service – perhaps music which fills you with wonder
2. Music for Reflection – or bird sounds
3. Hope-filled music - for the conclusion of our worship.
If there is another person sharing this liturgy with you:
One might act as liturgist reading aloud the plain text
another/others might respond with the text marked in bold italics.
You might take turns being liturgist and respondent.
Scripture readings could also be read in different voices.
The red text suggests other actions you might take within our worship experience.
There are a lot of words in this liturgy partly because the scripture readings are embedded within it.
You may like to pace your worship slowly, even in sections over a few days and/or return to
sections during the week ahead.
The Bible translation I have embedded is Eugene Peterson’s translation The Message
because hearing a less familiar translation sometimes opens up new insights.
If anyone wants to discuss elements of this service with me you may contact me as follows:
ihpearson@bigpond.com
0403 062 253
Our liturgy commences on the next page.
I hope it helps your sense of worship this week.
Warm regards,
Ian Pearson

Leura Uniting Church
Pentecost 21
25
5 October, 20
2020
Rev Ian Pearson
_________________________________________________________

All you need is Love?

An Acknowledgement of Country
It’s a great privilege and joy
to live here on land cared for by the Gundungurra and Darug people.
We recognise and honour the elders, past, present and emerging
of this beautiful country that we call home
and upon which we celebrate today.

GOD’S LIGHT IS ALWAYS AMONG US
MUSICAL PRELUDE

You might light a candle

You might play some wonder-filled music to prepare you for worship

We Gather in Praise of God
AS WE GATHER
There seem to be great bundles of doctrine and shelves of creeds,
libraries of theology and volumes of rules,
decisions of Church long past and very present,
legal questions to shape our faith.
These are not the gospel.
In this service of worship,
we seek to hone all that down, reduce, reduce, reduce
to a gospel that does not need shelf space,
to a gospel that occupies our living space,
stripped of everything
which obscures it’s fundament of love.
And in that love we worship.
Roddy Hamilton alt., Stripped Away, New Kilpartick, 24/5/14

HYMN

Tune Hyfrydol TIS 217

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown:
Jesus thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave:
thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be,
let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

CCLI Song # 7156028
Charles Wesley
CCLI Licence # 300742

GOD’S LOVE TRUMPS EVERYTHING
It is often good to hear God’s forgiveness
after we have acknowledged when and where we fall short of our best selves.
But in a sign
that God is more willing to love and forgive
than we are to confess our shortcomings,
let us today hear God’s intention to forgive
before we pray.

A LITANY OF CONFESSION
Before the wonders of life
we acknowledge our failures
to see and to revere, loving God:
Before the sanctities of life
we are ashamed of our disrespects and indignities;
Before the gifts of life
we own that we have made choices of lesser gods,
and here today seek the gifts of God’s Holy Spirit;
Before the gifts of death
we confess that we cower from the possibility of renewal;
Before the heroisms of life
we seek to be enlarged to new devotion.
In the name of Christ Jesus we pray.
Amen.
Von Ogden Vogt alt. in Singing the Tradition Unitarian Universalist Association © 1993

We Listen for word of God
A HYMN-PRAYER OF MOSES

Psalm 90. 1-6, 13-17

God, it seems you’ve been our home forever;
long before the mountains were born,
Long before you brought earth itself to birth,
from “once upon a time” to “kingdom come”—you are God.
So don’t return us to mud, saying,
“Back to where you came from!”
Patience! You’ve got all the time in the world—whether

a thousand years or a day, it’s all the same to you.
Are we no more to you than a wispy dream,
no more than a blade of grass
That springs up gloriously with the rising sun
and is cut down without a second thought…?
Oh! Teach us to live well!
Teach us to live wisely and well!
Come back, God—how long do we have to wait?—
and treat your servants with kindness for a change.
Surprise us with love at daybreak;
then we’ll skip and dance all the day long.
Make up for the bad times with some good times;
we’ve seen enough evil to last a lifetime.
Let your servants see what you’re best at—
the ways you rule and bless your children.
And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, rest on us,
confirming the work that we do.
Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do!
The Message Translation, Eugene Peterson

A CONTEMPORARY WITNESS

‘A Template for Humanity’

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

Play your reflective music here

SOME PROVOCATIONS FOR DISCUSSION
NB There are no right or wrong answers.
1. In what non-traditional ways might we show our love for God?
The neighbourly love that Jesus joins Jewish prophets and other world religious leaders in
proclaiming today is not so much romantic love as being socially responsible.
2. How hard is it to live out neighbourly love?
3. What neighbourly love stands out for you that you have received from another person, Christian
or not?

We Respond to God’s Character of Grace
HYMN

TiS 681

Lord let me see, see more and more:
See the beauty of a person, not the colour of the skin,
See the faces of the homeless with no-one to take them in,
See discouragement because she’ll never win,
See the face of our Lord in the pain.
Lord let me see.

Lord let me hear, hear more and more:
Hear the sounds of great rejoicing, hear a person barely sigh,
Hear the ring of truth, and hollowness of those who live a lie,
Hear the wail of starving people who will die,
Hear the voice of our Lord in the cry.
Lord let me hear.
Lord let me care, care more and more:
Care for those who feel the loneliness, for those who have no say,
Care for friends who have no job and find it hard to face the day,
Care for those with whom we sing and work and pray;
And in care, Jesus Christ will be found.
Lord let me care.
Lord let me learn, learn more and more:
Learn that what I know is just a speck of what there is to know,
Learn from listening to my neighbour when I’d rather speak and go,
Learn that as we live in faith and trust we grow;
Learn to see, hear and care, with our Lord.
Lord let me Learn.
Lord let me love, love more and more:
Love the loveless and the fragile, help them be what they can be,
Love the way that I would like them to be looking after me,
For to know you is to love them and be free;
And in love Jesus Christ will be found.
Lord let me Love.
CCLI Song # 1447551
Ross Langmead
 © 1981, 1987 Langmead, Ross (Admin. by Alison Langmead)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI Licence # 300742

AN AFFIRMATION OF OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER
Let us together complete the Word heard in the gospel reading.
The enemy:
love them.
The oppressor:
walk the mile with them.
The Master:
turn the other cheek to them.
This doormat faith
seems too much to bear
in a world where those who bully
always seem to win.
The enemy:
imbalance them with love.
The oppressor:
shame the law that oppresses.

The Master:
turn the cheek as an equal.
This rebellious faith
seems too much to bear
in a world where those who bully
are loved back to justice by the bullied.
But this is heaven’s revolution
and we are called into it by our Lord ,
Jesus of Nazareth.
Roddy Hamilton, Revolution, Mucky Paws blog 18/2/11

COMPASSION & COMMUNITY
PRAYERS FOR OUR DEEPEST CONCERNS & HIGHEST HOPES
Stephanie Garland
Dear Loving Father.
Thank you for your gifts of the birds, the mammals, insects and reptiles. We know seeing and
hearing your creatures in the environment confirms to us that some right steps are occurring in
order to protect your creation. Help us use these moments as inspirations to find ways to change
our actions and encourage others to look after the planet.
We pray for our world.
We continue to pray for the health care workers and people on the front line in the battle with
coronavirus. We think of the families that have to be separated because of travel closures,
isolations and other restrictions. Make them feel safe and loved.
There is a feeling of worry with the upcoming election in the United States. With the amount of
power that this country holds, we hope that citizens of the United States think and vote for what
they best believe is best for their country and the greater global population.
We pray for Nigeria, as a peaceful protest turns deadly. We pray that their leaders stop the
senseless violence that triggered these protests to begin with.
We pray for Canada as they work through the loss of lives in the recent shooting. We know that all
of our words will never bring the victims families back to being whole, but we hope our prays bring
them some comfort.
Lord, We pray for Australia.
We think of the Year 12 students undertaking their HSC exams. They have not had the easiest
year. We pray that they stay calm and keep their head clear so they can show how amazing they
are.
We pray that we keep looking after ourselves, mentally, physical and emotional.
Lord we pray for our church.
We are thankful for the effort people have put in to keep us connected in this time of separation.
We think of those that are struggling with not being able to get out as much as they used to and
seeing their friends. Lord We are grateful for your support during this hard time and showing us
how to value the little things in life.

Draw every one of Your children closer to You in thought and word and deed, to Your praise and
Your honour. In Jesus' name we pray,
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY
To give to others is a sign of love.
Let us celebrate our offerings
made remotely through bank accounts
and also in kind
as we love our neighbours in very practical ways.
Let us pray.
May your love and ours
be extended into the world, great God,
as we share these our offerings.
Amen.

We Go Out to Serve God in the World
HYMN

TiS 690

Beauty for brokenness
Hope for despair
Lord, in the suffering
This is our prayer
Bread for the children
Justice, joy, peace
Sunrise to sunset
Your kingdom increase!
Shelter for fragile lives
Cures for their ills
Work for the craftsman

Trade for their skills
Land for the dispossessed
Rights for the weak
Voices to plead the cause
Of those who can't speak
God of the poor
Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts
Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love
From a spark to a flame.
Refuge from cruel wars
Havens from fear
Cities for sanctuary
Freedoms to share
Peace to the killing-fields
Scorched earth to green
Christ for the bitterness
His cross for the pain
Rest for the ravaged earth
Oceans and streams
Plundered and poisoned
Our future, our dreams
Lord, end our madness
Carelessness, greed
Make us content with
The things that we need
God of the poor
Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts
Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love
From a spark to a flame.
Lighten our darkness
Breathe on this flame
Until your justice
Burns brightly again
Until the nations
Learn of your ways
Seek your salvation
And bring you their praise
God of the poor
Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts
Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love

From a spark to a flame.
CCLI Song # 1236690
Graham Kendrick
 © 1993 Make Way Music (Admin. by CopyCare Pacific Pty. Ltd.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI Licence # 300742

COMMISSIONING & BLESSING
Let us now continue in fullness of life
committed to loving our neighbours as ourselves,
and seeking to love
even those we consider our enemies.
May the light of Christ Jesus’ life lead us on,
the faithfulness of God’s love inspire us
and the warmth of God’s Holy Spirit
be offered to all people.
Amen.

MUSICAL POSTLUDE

You might play some uplifting music
to inspire you for the week ahead



Liturgy Curator & Contemporary witnesser - Ian Pearson

