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Leura Uniting Church
ORDER OF SERVICE, 30 AUGUST
Ross Neville
Pentecost 15, Year A
An acknowledgement of Country
It’s a great privilege and joy to live here on land cared for by the Gundungurra and Darug people
We recognise and honour the elders, past, present and emerging of this beautiful country that we call home and
upon which we, Leura Uniting Church, worship and meet.

Hymn 47
O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home:
Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone and our defence is sure.
A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.
O God our help in ages past our hope for years to come,
Remain our guard while troubles last and our eternal home.
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Prayer of adoration and confession
Bungle Bungles
Think about things that have happened this week. Things you have seen or learned that is
an amazing reflection of Gods love and provision.
Mention them to God now in a time of quiet and prayer.

A Prayer of Confession God of mercy and grace, In this time we pray…..
We are good people. We try to do the right thing.
But if we think deeply on our lives and connections, We see that we fall short of being the
best that we can be all the time. We seek to love others, but at times get caught up in our
own problems and issues We seek to love ourselves, but at times get caught up in other’s
problems and issues. We seek to be caring, but at times we end up caring more about
ourselves rather than the deep needs of others
Help up to find forgiveness for things that we have done that need forgiveness for which
others have been left hurt or disillusioned
Help us to find forgiveness for things that we have failed to do and which have gone
undone for which others have been left in need or uncared for.
Help us to find forgiveness for things that others have done or failed to do for us and for
which we have been left wounded or disappointed.
God of love and forgiveness, God of love compassion and redemption
May we find these good things May all share them in this world May we each be
transformed so that the world might be transformed with us and through us as we live your
love. This is asked in the name of the Christ, who embodied all these things in his life shared
with us.
prepared by Jon Humphries
Thank you God!
Forgive us for our lack of faith, our lack of trust, our lack of obedience as a people and
as your person.
We know that when we confess our failure , we are forgiven.
Amen.
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Bible readings:
Romans 14: 1-12

Read By Kerry Jordan
2

14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person’s
3
faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The one
who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not
4
eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. Who are you to judge
someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord
5
is able to make them stand. One person considers one day more sacred than another; another
6
considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever
regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give
7
thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us
8
lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lord;
9
and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For this very
reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the
10
living. You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister ? Or why do you treat them with
11
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. It is written:
[a]

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
12

[b]

So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.

Matthew 18:21-35

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

21

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister
22
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but
23
seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
24
accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags
25
of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife
26
and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. “At this the servant fell on his knees
27
before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ The servant’s master
28
took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. “But when that servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him.
29
‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him,
30
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man
31
thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened,
32
they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. “Then the master
called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you
33
34
begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In
anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he
35
owed. “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.”
[a]

[b]

[c]
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Hymn 647 TIS Comfort Comfort
sing along with the Project Reconnect recorded choir.
Comfort, comfort all my people with the comfort of my word
Speak it tender to my people All your sins are taken away
Though your tears be rivers running, though your tears be oceans full,
Though you cry with the hurt of living; comfort comfort
Every valley shall be lifted, every mountain shall be low,
Every rough place will be smoother: comfort comfort.
Comfort, comfort all my people with the comfort of my word
Speak it tender to my people All your sins are taken away
Though your eyes see only darkness, though your eyes can see no light, though your
see pain and sorrow: comfort comfort.
Every night will have its morning, every pain will have an end,
Every burden will be lightened: comfort comfort.
Comfort, comfort all my people with the comfort of my word
Speak it tender to my people All your sins are taken away.
Robin
Mann 1949
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Reflections on the bible readings by Ross Neville
This hymn reminds us that no matter what our problems are: darkness, pain, sorrow,
burden, depression, lowness, isolation we can have comfort from what the scriptures
reveal about God’s love, forgiveness and care.
The Matthew reading reminds us of the magnitude of God’s forgiveness he compares it
to a Kings forgiving 500,000 x the debt we as a servant of God may have.
But the Matthew reading also reminds us of the final accountability we have for our
actions. We will be accused by our associates of what we have done and what our
attitudes have been.
Matthew 6: 15 also reminds us if we do not forgive, God will not forgive us.
Just what is forgiveness? Some ideas and thoughts for consideration.
 It is giving up the power we may have over someone else
 It is a form of giving of ourselves to another by offering grace
 Forgiveness is relational it is part of the way we relate to others.
 It is restorational and reconciliatory. Consider how our society aid sorry to the
first peoples. How did we say sorry to the first nations people? A public
announcement! How vulnerable have we appeared to the first nation people by
our seeking forgiveness. If we forgive we are vulnerable.
 Forgiveness means we have given up…….. What level of control have we given
up.
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Your example:
Think of some people you have had to forgive or have had to ask forgiveness from. Are
there other aspects of forgiveness you could add for the group on Zoom in our
discussion time.
Paul’s letter in Romans reminds us of the differences that exist between us as any group
of believers.
Our society to help us deal with the pandemic is telling us to isolate to go into
lockdown. Can we ever isolate ourselves from others?
This is something that is foreign to our God instincts and nature.
We know we cannot isolate ourselves from God. I am always with you! Is a promise
repeated many times in scripture. Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
The trouble with us when we get together is. We are all so different. Some don’t eat
meat, they are vegan, and concerned about the earth, some don’t drink tea, or coffee,
don’t have starch, are gluten intolerant, don’t play sport on Sunday or Saturday, don’t
dance, don’t drink wine and the list goes on. People don’t come to church because they
don’t sing, because they use the clavanova and don’t play the organ, they don’t have a
young peoples band, they don’t use the King James version of the bible, they don’t have
extemporaneous prayer, they don’t allow praying in tongues in the service.
Many of the reasons people give to be different or not join us come from medical advice
but some of it is from religious background they inherited or beliefs they have adopted
or conviction. Paul in this letter is saying we must accept people as they are, and do not
judge them.
We cannot isolate from our immediate neighbours. Our neighbours determine the way
we are seen by others, by the government, the nature of our community, or our
neighbourhood our socioeconic grouping our educational grouping, our reputation, our
health profile based on the food our society eats.
Our past is also something we cannot isolate ourselves from. Our genes, our
parenthood, our upbringing, our denominational upbringing: all determine to some
degree who we are. How we behave and how we respond to others. We cannot isolate
from our past or often our past mistakes. My great great grandparent gave the
aboriginals arsenic bread. Our Methodist, Anglican Cathoic or our Presbyterian
background.
We cannot isolate ourselves from the future. We know our time on earth is limited, our
bodies have a physical use by date. No matter what health fund we belong to or which
specialist we see there is only so much which can be done to preserve our body. There
is only so many covid precautions we can take to guarantee we may not contract covid
19. We belong to a society that will determine the future of our society. Will we become
part of China, remain a liberal democracy, or become an authoritarian governed
country?
We can only know we will be isolated when we appear before God after death for
judgement.
I realize while I was preparing this that really our society and our churches do not
understand and practice forgiveness as it is proposed in the readings for today. Do you
agree?
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For discussion;
Do you agree that our society, our churches, our nation needs to understand more
about what forgiveness actually means?
Could you share an incident where you have experienced, practiced forgiveness and
were staggered about the results.

Hymn 648 Help us accept each other
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;
Teach us as sister brother each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe
We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.
Teach us O Lord your lessons, as in our daily life
We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people for all – not just for some
To love them as we find them or as they may become.
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved in living situations
To be the truth in love; to practice your acceptance until we know by heart
The table of forgiveness and laughter’ healing art
Lord for todays encounters with all who are in need who hunger for acceptance, for
righteousness and bread. We need new eyes for seeing
New hands for holding on renew us with your spirit,
Lord, free us, make us one!
CCLI Song # 1515081
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Notices

John
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Prayers of the people

William

Creator God, we praise and thank you for all your goodness —
for spring rain, blossoms and everywhere, splashes of green,
for bird song and beauty,
for farmers and suppliers of good food,
for our homes, families and friends,
and above all,
for your amazing love that holds and treasures us.
Let us pause to reflect on God’s goodness to us this past week.
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
REPORT THIS AD

Compassionate God, we pray for those affected by extreme weather events—
for the families of the crew of the cattle freighter
that capsized and sank this week in the East China Sea;
for those affected by the disastrous fires in California, Washington, Oregon
and elsewhere in the United States and Canada;
for those still recovering from the summer bushfire crisis in Australia,
Let us pause to remember those who have died or are suffering as a result of natural
disasters.
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Merciful God, we pray for the world besieged by the coronavirus pandemic—
for leaders trying to balance the health crisis with the economic crisis,
for doctors, nurses and aged carers battling to care for the sick and dying,
for medical scientists working long hours to develop a safe vaccine,
for businesses struggling to survive,
for families under stress,
for people unable to get enough to eat…
Let us pause to remember someone who is acutely affected by the pandemic.
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Saving God, stir within us deep compassion for refugees around the world,
Especially, we prayer for the desperate situation of refugees on the island of
Lesbos;
O God, bring security and relief to their sufferings.
Let us pause to feel what it would be like to be without shelter in a foreign country.
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
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We pray for people we know who are unwell —
Let us pause to remember them by name.
Consoling God, comfort them in their distress,
bring relief to their sufferings,
fill them with knowledge and experience of your love,
and in your mercy help us to be channels of your grace.
Let us recall the face of a person close to us who is suffering.
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Reconciling God,
we pray for our State and Federal Government leaders
that they may renounce conflicts and disputes,
resist the temptation to blame others
and that they may discover that true greatness lies in humble service to others.
Let us imagine an Australia rich in mercy and compassion
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Kind-hearted God,
We pray for our congregation,
that it will remain faithful in these challenging times,
forgiving when things are less than what we expect,
practical in our care and concern,
joyful in our witness,
and confident that we belong to Christ.
Father God, we thank you that your love is free to all.
Help us to live
believing and showing that love
to all whom we have contact with.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
Let us say together
May the feet of God walk with you, and his hand hold you tight.
May the eye of God rest on you, and his ear hear your cry.
May the smile of God be for you, and his breath give you life.
May the child of God grow in you, and his love bring you home
Robin Mann

