Suggested preparation for worship
Dear Leura Family,
You may like to light a candle to represent the light of God among us even as we gather as a
community scattered.
You may like to prepare beforehand, music to be played as part of your act of worship:
1. As you begin the order of service – perhaps music which fills you with wonder
2. Hope-filled music - for the conclusion of our worship.
If you have access to a metronome or can find one on your phone you may like to use it during
your act of worship where invited to do so.
If there is another person sharing this liturgy with you:
One might act as liturgist reading aloud the plain text
another/others might respond with the text marked in bold italics.
You might take turns being liturgist and respondent.
Scripture readings could also be read in different voices.
The red text suggests other actions you might take within our worship experience.
There are a lot of words in this liturgy
partly because the scripture readings are embedded within it.
You may like to pace your worship slowly,
even in sections over a few days
or return to sections during the week ahead.
If anyone wants to discuss elements of this service with me you may contact me as follows:
ihpearson@bigpond.com
0403 062 253
Our liturgy commences on the next page.
I hope it helps your sense of worship this week.
Warm regards,
Ian Pearson

Leura Uniting Church
Pentecost 8
26 July, 2020
_________________________________________________________

Bible Sunday

An Acknowledgement of Country
It’s a great privilege and joy
to live here on land cared for by the Gundungurra and Darug people.
We recognise and honour the elders, past, present and emerging
of this beautiful country that we call home
and upon which we celebrate today.

GOD’S LIGHT IS ALWAYS AMONG US
MUSICAL PRELUDE

You may light a candle

You might play some wonder-filled music to prepare you for worship

We Gather in Praise of God
BIBLE SUNDAY
For some decades now I have taken up the Bible Society’s initiative to set aside the last Sunday in
July as Bible Sunday. If you ask your browser you will see that although Bible Sunday is
recognised by a number of Bible Societies around the world, the Australian Bible Society no longer
does so. So what’s happening here? Does the Australian Bible Society no longer believe in the
Bible anymore?
I don’t know the reasoning of the Australian Bible Society in its dropping of Bible Sunday as an
annual celebration. Perhaps it is because, in a sense, every Sunday, every day of the year is
Bible Sunday.
Each week, of course, preachers around the world parse every word of our Jewish-Christian
scriptures, doing our best to find in these ancient texts our basis for hope in the circumstances we
find ourselves today.
As an aside, I have experienced the surprise of Baptists and Anglicans and Salvationists – each in
the Sydney basin – who marvel at the number of scriptures we tend to hear each week in our
Uniting Churches (sometimes as many as four!) compared to the one passage they usually hear
during worship in their own denominations. Don’t let anyone tell you that we are not a Bible based
Church!

HYMN
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Praise God, who has invited us
to join a conversation
around the Bible's sacred text,
to do interpretation.
Praise God for giving some the gifts
for languages and history,
to shed light on our living past
to serve the present mystery.
Praise God for those who closely read
each story, song and letter,
and find the power and patterns there
that help us hear God better.
Praise God for those who dare to read
in hope of liberation,
confronting texts and teachings, for
the sake of our salvation.
God, give us grace to read, and pray,
and grow in understanding,
to love the word that changes us,
all giving, all-demanding.
J. Smith, Praise the God of Grade, 1993.Copyright St Stephen's Press. Reproduced with permission.

We Listen for word of God
A KINGDOM UPSIDE DOWN!
We have been camped for a few weeks now in Matthew’s parable chapter, Chapter 13.
At best we can say that the stories found there most often are enigmatic, sometimes utterly
abstruse and, yet, often hinting of glimpses into the heart of God. No one single story is the one
that makes all things clear but somehow each one collectively keeps us in the struggle for fullness
of life.
Most often the Scriptures remind us that God is rarely as we imagine God to be. In fact, when God
seems to be feeling the same way I do about everything - something in our scriptures usually pulls
me up short, and nuances my limited view of the world, and challenges my enthusiastic certainties
that, in the minds of the scripture writers, turns out to be less absolute than I had thought.
The short, funky little parables before us today are in fact Jesus’ way of teaching his disciples that
God’s Kingdom of Heaven is unlike what we usually hope for or expect. It is a theme found
throughout most of our holy scripture: God simply seems not to process the world the same way
we do and in fact inverts what most often would seem to us to be patently true.

WE LISTEN FOR WORD OF GOD

Matthew 13. 31-32

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.’

A PARABLE OF KINGDOM UPSIDE DOWN !
I am heartened by the efforts Matthew’s Jesus took to help us understand what the kingdom of
heaven is like - no matter how culturally obscure these teachings may be to us post-moderns. He
wanted us to recognise the surprising nature of the kingdom of heaven. He brings us this
awareness not for the sake of our possessing it but so that we can live as those in the kingdom of
heaven now, as those who can know and claim the presence of hope in all kinds of circumstances.
Isn’t that what incarnation ultimately is, the incoming of the divine into the reality of our humanity?
Each of today’s parables invert what we might ordinarily expect; and, yet, in doing so each tells us
a truth about God.
Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.
It turns out that the diminutive size of the mustard seed is not the only surprise of the story. As
every hearer of Jesus would have known, the glory that a mustard seed grows into is… a scrabbly
weed. Utterly ordinary, far from glamorous or useful, its scrubby shade was worth almost nothing
in the relentless Middle Eastern sun. And it pops up anywhere like weeds do, making me think of
Pattinson’s curse, hard to control, shooting here and there right where no one wants it. ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like Pattinson’s curse,’ Jesus said. How absurd!
Could his point have been that God looks at the same things we see and, yet, sees them in
radically different ways? The kingdom of Heaven, he seemed to be saying, is not what we would
expect. It appears in unlikely places.

Our Jewish-Christian scriptures frequently testify that throughout the history of our salvation, God
seems consistently to have chosen to be on the side of the small, the young, and the
unimpressive. The realm of God is not about power and prestige, not about wealth and grandeur
but like an ordinary mustard weed, as every day as the air we breathe.
Look for it, he seemed to saying, all around you, not just in places set aside to be holy. The
kingdom of heaven has come near, as near as this pesky, hard-to-manage, everywhere weed.
***
In light of Matthew’s parable by Jesus, what apparently daily nuisances speak to you of God’s
Kingdom of Heaven?
***

A PROVOCATION TOWARDS INVERTED HIERARCHY
Metronome ticking

Not for the well-known
but for the unknown;
Not for the famous
but the forgotten;
Not for the well named
but the unnamed:
Jesus has time Metronome stops
Pause. Metronome starts again

Not for the included
but the excluded;
Not for the religious
but for the hopeful;
Not for the inner circle
but for the outer circle:
Jesus has time Metronome stops
Those of us
seeking healing,
seeking hope,
seeking life;
Jesus has time for us
even as the world doesn’t.
Start metronome
Not for those who do know,
but those who need to know
the unbounded and unlimited
love and compassion,
generosity and grace of God:
Jesus has time
Metronome ticks for a short while and stops
Roddy Hamilton alt., Mucky Paws website 27-6-09

WE LISTEN FOR WORD OF GOD

Matthew 13. 33

And he told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

A KINGDOM OF UNHOLY THINGS!
Stranger yet is the parable that claims that the kingdom of heaven is the yeast used to leaven
bread.
‘Unleavened’ was a metaphor for the holy; leaven, on the other hand, symbolised evil or
corruption, for his hearers, an idea deriving from the fact that leaven is the substance which leads
to fermentation, which is just shy of being rotten.
New Testament theologian Brandon Scott, who has been here in Sydney a couple of times,
suggests that Jesus’ use of leaven in this parable was in fact to emphasise Jesus’ constant theme
of including those traditionally thought of as unholy: women for instance (in that culturally
misogynist world), those who are poor, or sick and damaged. If so, this would have surprised
Jesus’ first hearers, even enraged some.
This little enigmatic story about what is holy and what is not, about what the kingdom of heaven
involves and what it does not, continues to perplex and challenge us. It demands that we question
the holiness of our actions in all sorts of matters, including our actions with regard to refugees
so othered by our immigrations laws, and our activity in relation to respect for our Indigenous
sisters and brothers including our advocacy for their voice to be heard in their own self
determination and our pandemic social distancing for the sake of our most vulnerable ones.
Does it mean that we absolutely know what to do in every case? No, of course not.
But it emphatically means that in the kingdom of heaven the easy dismissal of any vulnerable one
leaves us empty and diminished ourselves. This parable also demands that a fundamental
characteristic of the kingdom of heaven is to stand on the side of justice in the world beyond our
borders even when good and powerful friends may not so align themselves.
***
In light of Matthew’s parable by Jesus, what seemingly unholy things speak to you of God’s
Kingdom of Heaven?
***

EVERYTHING IS HOLY NOW

Peter Mayer www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiypaURysz4

A PRAYER FROM VULNERABILITY
Let us pray.
Because you made the world,
and intended it to be a good place,
and called its people your children;
because, when things seemed at their worst,
you came in Christ to bring out the best in us;
so, gracious God, we gladly say.
Goodness is stronger than evil,
Love is stronger than hate,
Light is stronger than darkness.
Truth is stronger than lies.

Heralding Advent Service, Roseville-Lindfield-Killara Interchurch Fellowship, 2013

We Respond to God’s Character
of Inclusive Love
OUR PRAYERS OF LONGING

Bev Plaizier

NEWS OF COMMUNITY
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS IN GRATEFULNESS TO GOD
Our church community still has people’s needs to meet and bills to pay
even in our absence from our worship together.
Some people give direct in order to cover their absences from our community worship.
I invite you to join me in sending a cheque of offering to Kerry
made out to Leura Uniting Church
in order to sustain our community now and into the future.

AN OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray:
Show us, good Lord,
how to be frugal, till all are fed;
how to weep, till all can laugh;
how to be meek, till all stand in pride;
how to mourn, till all are comforted;
how to be restless, till all live in peace;
how to claim less, till all find justice.
Amen.
Pitt St Church liturgy alt, 14/4/13

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We Go Out to Serve God in the World
HYMN
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We limit not the truth of God
to our poor reach of mind,
by notions of our day or sect,
crude, partial and confined:
no, let a new and better hope
within our hearts be stirred:
the Lord has yet more light and truth
to break forth from his word.
Our faithful forebears searching went
the first steps of the way;

this was the dawning, yet to grow
into the perfect day.
And grow it shall, our glorious sun
will brighter rays afford:
the Lord has yet more light and truth
to break forth from his word.
O Father, Son, and Spirit, send
us increase from above;
enlarge, expand all living souls
to comprehend your love;
and make us all go on to know,
with nobler powers conferred,
that you have yet more light and truth
to break forth from your word.
George Rawson

COMMISSIONING & BLESSING
God in Me rejoices with God in You.
Love in Me embraces Love in You.
Hope in Me joins Hope in You.
Spirit in Me prays to Spirit in You.
Let us together be people of faith.
Amen
Geno Sisneros alt., St Matthew’s Auckland, May 22, 2011

MUSICAL POSTLUDE

You might play some uplifting music
to inspire you for the week ahead



Liturgy Curator & Contemporary witnesser - Ian Pearson

