To the Glory of God in Jesus and you and me to the world.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
I want to acknowledge the Gundungurra and Darug people who are the traditional
custodians of this land. I also pay respect to their Elders both past present and
emerging.
PREPARATION
Today is the final Sunday of the Easter season.
Christ Jesus lives on among his people!
Christ Jesus lives on indeed!
We are just one week away from Pentecost.
During this week most of the church, world-wide,
prays for the unity of Christianity.
We follow the prayer attributed to Jesus by the Gospel of St John:
“That they (the disciples) may be one
even as we (the Father and Son) are one.”
Let each of us own that prayer:
May we all be one, and Jesus and his God were one.
HYMN DOXOLOGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YXe_jaGvGE
NB for all you tube connections,
right click on link and then right click on open hyperlink
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Glory be to you, great reconciling God, in you our Lord Jesus found his guide and
goal.
Encouraged by his Spirit, we come to you with thanksgiving and praise.
Draw us closer to you that we may be closer to each other, and closer to each other
that we may be closer to you. As we seek your blessing on this gathering, we also
pray for your blessing on all other congregations who will gather on this Lord’s Day.
Help us to find a unity in praise and in outreach. We long for the day when the world
will say of us: “See how well these Christians love one another.’
Then shall Christ Jesus be truly glorified on earth, and our earthly songs shall echo
the music of heaven.
Amen!

HYMN All glory praise and honour TiS 333
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSYRdV3PqJE
Refrain: sung first
All glory, praise and honour
to you, redeemer, king,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.
1 You are the king of Israel,
and David’s royal son,
now in the Lord’s name coming,
our king and blessèd one. [Refrain]
2 The company of angels
are praising you on high,
while we and all creation
exultant make reply. [Refrain]
3 The people of the Hebrews
with palms before you went;
our praise and prayer and anthems
before you we present. [Refrain]
4 To you before your passion,
they sang their hymns of praise:
to you now high exalted
our melody we raise. [Refrain]
5 Their praises you accepted:
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good take pleasure,
our good and gracious king. [Refrain]

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
Introduction to confession:
My friends, when we think of the disunity of the church, it is hard to get our thinking
straight, let alone our feelings. Reading the church’s story, we can understand
and sympathise with the reason for the formation of different denominations.
Moreover, at the present time there are many special things about our own
denomination which we treasure and for which we give God thanks. Yet we know
we were not meant to be so splintered up under different labels as if we were
competing laundry detergents or breakfast cereals. Therefore, let us sincerely seek
the mercy of God.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, please show us ourselves as you see us.
Give us insight into the fractured Church at the present time
that we may be capable of genuine repentance and renewal.
Convict us of all sins of indifference, prejudice,
self righteousness, enmity or sectarian egotism.
If we need gentle rebuke,

please do that for us.
If we need confronting and breaking down,
then please do that for us.
If we need healing and then painful rehab therapy,,
please take us in hand and exercise us for your glory.
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
My sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, know this for certain:
There is no personal or churchly sin that lies outside the remedy of Christ’s love on
the cross.
There is no evil that cannot be conquered by the resurgent power of the risen and
exalted Lord.
To those who turn from darkness to light there is forgiveness and a new day.
Accept from the hands of God the free gift of liberation and healing.
It is yours for the taking.
Thanks be to God!
HYMN
PSALM 68: 1-10 & 32-35
Please God, get moving and scatter your enemies,
let all hatefulness run for cover.
Like smoke on the wind let them be dispersed,
like wax in a fire let evil perish.
Now let the loving people celebrate,
let them leap before you and shout for joy.
Sing and sing again, to God who sweeps by
like rain clouds across an arid land.
As Father of the fatherless and Friend of widows,
God makes a holy home among us.
God gives the destitute a place to live in,
and liberates the forgotten prisoners.
They go out to live productive lives,
but the rebels end up in the wastelands.
God, your people do let you lead them,
they stride with you through the outback,
the earth moves and the heavens pour
when you are the Pastor among us.
Monsoon rains fall everywhere,.
restoring the land we have inherited.
Your flock find themselves at home,
you provide for the least and last.

Sing to God all nations of the earth,
sing the song of joy everywhere
to the One who rides through time
and speaks with a cosmic voice.
With the faithful souls throughout the universe,
tremble with awe at the love-power of God.
Stunning is God of the holiest realms,
who gives brave-hearts to the faithful.
B Prewer 2001

THE GOSPEL John 17:1-18
John writes in a very distinctive way. One commentator said to understand John
we must allow the circling repetition and non-sequiturs (A non sequitur is a
conclusion or reply that doesn't follow logically from the previous statement.)
to be like the swirling eddies of a whirlpool. We don't try to manage them; try
to make them line up; make them be sequential and logical. We relax in
them; let them swirl around us; we soak in them; we let them become an
environment in which we experience the true life that comes from Jesus.
John wants us the SEE Jesus, and to see Jesus is to see the one who sent
him; is to see the glory of the one who sent him; is to see the honour /
majesty / purpose / worth of the one who sent him; and not just sent him; but
who is IN him. Rev. Dr. George Hermanson,
John 17:1-18 New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Prays to Be Glorified
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For
you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those
you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by
finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence
with the glory I had with you before the world began.
Jesus Prays for His Disciples
“I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world.
They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from
you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.
They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that
you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for
those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all
you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will
remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of [b] your name,
the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I
was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by[c] that name you
6

gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so
that Scripture would be fulfilled.
13
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them
by[d] the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have
sent them into the world.
REFLECTION To the Glory of God in Jesus and you and me to the world.

The Glory of God in Jesus and you and me to the world
John 1: 1-18 and John 17:1-18
For some years I have been struck by the word “glory” in the Gospel of John. It is
used repeatedly. John’s Gospel was one of the last books written. It was written to a
Christian community of Jewish background. It is often referred to as the spiritual
gospel as its purpose is to reflect on the life of Jesus in a spiritual framework It uses
metaphors to expand their understanding of Jesus. The Gospel of John is therefore
a reflective work by the author. It constructs deep spiritual understandings that were
understood only after the death resurrection and ascension of Jesus. It is a spiritual
reflection of insight in hindsight.
The word glory has many meanings in the Bible and in John.
There are several ways it is important in John
1 It references the glory of God. it can mean opinion, good or bad
2 splendour or brightness as in the transfiguration.
3 majesty that belongs to God, it is exhibited in deeds of power Jn 2:1 & Jn11:40
4 the absolute perfection in word or person
5 to honour or magnify Jn 8:54
6 a most exalted condition Jn 17:5

The story of Jesus in John is about glory. First as the eternal word who was
always present with God. Jn 1:14 & Jn 17:5 The glory of Jesus bookends the
gospel. It commences in Chapter 1 and is concluded in Chapter 17
Second as the emissary or envoy of God where the glory of God becomes
human and dwells among us. The word used is Greek for “sent”. Sent in its various
forms occurs 47 times in the Gospel . A translation could be said as Jesus, the
eternal word was sent into the world where he “pitched his tent” among us. This has
layers of meaning also. One the transient nature of it. And second the allusion to the
tabernacle in the Hebrew scriptures in which the presence of God dwelt. In the ark
of the covenant. The Shechinah Glory was the visible manifestation of the presence
of God. It is the majestic presence or manifestation of God in which he comes
to dwell among humanity (incarnation). And the word was full of grace and truth
But he, Jesus, was not accepted. Even though he came to his “own”
The gospel of John is about Jesus demonstrating the will of Gods glory in
human flesh. Over and again there were clashes between Jesus and the Jewish
leaders about Jesus authority.
Authority is connected to recognition. As the sent envoy of God Jesus demonstrated
his authority by the activities of his ministry. He revealed his glory turning water into
wine Jn 2:11 and to give glory to God in the raising of Lazurus Jn 11:40 This was a
way to demonstrate his legitimacy as the sent one from God. However it was not
understood.
The idea of glory/honour recognition, existed in the Mediterranean society in Jesus
time. In the honour/shame society, glory or honour to be recognised was publicly
conferred . If it was claimed for one’s self it was seen as the act of a fool or
shameful.

Although we do not live in the same honour/shame society, we still find it laughable
when certain leaders claim for themselves powers, success and intelligence when it
is difficult to find evidence for such a claim. Similarly there have been brave
everyday people who fought bushfires who are honoured and praised for their
sacrificial commitment to the community.
Jesus referred to himself as the Son of Man. Throughout his ministry Jesus did not
claim glory or honour for himself and rejected it when it was offered. Jn 7:18
He said Jn 8:54, “if I claim it for myself it is nothing. It is the Father whom you claim
as your God is the one who glorifies me.” Claiming honour or glory from God did not
endear himself to the religious authorities.
This placed Jesus above them and claimed a special relationship with God. This
contributed to the religious leader’s decision the be rid of Jesus.. In John 12 Jesus
predicts his death which will bring glory to the Father.
And so we come to todays passage in John 17 It comes at the end of the final meal
and sharing of the important truths Jesus wants his disciples to understand .It starts
in Chapter 13 with foot washing and meal Jesus had with his disciples. He reminds
them that love is the identifying badge, the trademark, of disciples of Jesus.
Jesus was aware the “hour,” time, had come. He says “Now is the Son of Man
glorified, and God is glorified in him.”
Glorification is the recognition by others of the truthfulness and legitimacy of the
person and as a consequence their authority.
A central element of glorifying the Father and glorifying being shown in Jesus
is through his death and resurrection.
Jesus death is not punitive or sacrificial. In the reading of John’s gospel,it is the
result of a ministry of love and compassion. Jesus ministry challenged the hollow
spiritual expressions of the Jewish leaders and their allegiance to the Roman civil
authorities The Jewish leaders plotted to kill Jesus because he was gaining a
following. This would undermine their own position and upset the Romans who
would take away their power and people.
It reminds me of the compassion and perseverance of many today who stand
against corruption, who continue to put their lives on the line to save lives from the
Covid- 19 virus, or fight bushfires or continue in refugee camps at risk to
themselves. Compassion love and commitment are the hallmarks of Gods presence.
Jesus death reflects the upside-down values and emphasis of God in comparison to
the Roman concept of power and glory and also of the Jewish leaders who had lost
their way. Gods glory in Jesus occurs when Jesus endures the most shameful of all
Roman deaths, crucifixion.
Knowing this was about to take place Jesus says I have finished the work you have
given me to do.
In John !7 we have a prayer that says good bye A prayer of deep intimacy
between Jesus and Father/God It is a prayer
 indicating Jesus relationship with God




I have finished the work you gave me to do as the emissary or envoy of God.
Jn 1 demonstrates the significance of Jesus prayer in Jn 17.
Jesus returns to the glory he had before the world began.

Then the emphasis of the prayer shifts. Jesus prays for the disciples.
There is a passing on of the baton. Jesus is praying for those who will carry on his
ministry His prayer is very specific.
 The disciples know God. This was the task of Jesus God.
 Knowing Jesus is to know God. Glory came to God because of Jesus
faithfulness to his ministry of love.
 Glory came to Jesus because of his disciples
This a powerful and scary statement. We also know the truth of it. We frequently
hear the opposite. The way Christians live work and behave too often diminishes
peoples understanding of God and Jesus love, acceptance, and grace for all.
Jesus recognised the world in which his disciples lived and the opposition they
would experience. Indeed, they were persecuted and killed for their faith.
Jesus prayer is that his disciples will be kept safe.
We also live in a world where it is not easy to be Christian or to be open followers of
Jesus. Again I believe it is similar to Jesus time. It is what we do, our expressions of
love to all that is in the world that makes the impact.
Another key characteristic of Jesus disciples is that “they might be one.” The unity
of Jesus’ disciples, is a statement that Jesus was sent into the world by God. This is
a challenge as we frequently find ways to explain why separateness and difference
is acceptable. This may be true. However I know from personal experience the
damage division and dissention this caused within the church I grew up in, and also
between denominations.
Then there is the challenge Jesus says as the Father sent me so send I you,
It is our task to bring Jesus to the world. As we do this we will glorify Jesus and
reveal the wonder majesty beauty of God to a world needing compassion, grace
love and truth.
The commissioning has been passed on down the centuries. We are sent to be
envoys, emissaries of God into a challenging world.
I have felt like we have been living in a death like atmosphere because of Covd-19
What new life will look like for the world, our country, city and community, at this
point is unknown. Similarly for us here at Leura Uniting Church, What does it mean
for us to be sent into our community in the future?
I have spent some time reviewing the breadth and depth of the glory of God present
in Jesus. Our Lives are to reflect the life of Jesus. The consequence of this is that
we will bring the glory of God to our world. This is scary, challenging, and AMAZING

HYMN 231 At the name of Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4d4UXSJXig
1 At the name of Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow,
ev'ry tongue confess him King of glory now.
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.
2 At his voice creation sprang at once to sight,
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,
all the heav'nly orders in their great array.
3 Humbled for a season to receive a name
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came,
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,
brought it back victorious, when from death he passed.
4 In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue
all that is not holy, all that is not true;
crown him as your Captain in temptation's hour:
let his will enfold you in its light and pow'r.
5 Brothers, this Lord Jesus shall return again,
with his Father's glory, with his angel train;
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him King of glory now.
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OFFERING
In response to Gods goodness to us let us continue to make our offerings to the
creation of Christ’s kingdom.
Free Will Offering
Leura Uniting Church bank account details for those wishing to use online banking:
Leura Uniting Church - General Account
BSB: 634634
Ac Number: 1000 31809
Reference: Offering

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Preface.
A few days ago, I was talking with a friend; for him death lurks in the supermarket
isles, and a lot of other places which seem to increase markedly the more ‘The
Rona’ seeps into our consciousness. During this conversation, he made the
comment, ‘’It’s alright for you, you’ve got somewhere to go’. I am still unpacking that
comment.

Loving and Eternal God,
In using those adjectives, and feeling them, reassurance dwells.
We are told that we live in a rapidly changing world. But do we really?
It seems that the same old world that Karl Marx spoke of is till here, with a
vengeance.
Inequality, exploitation, false consciousness and ‘rugged individualism’ are all
flourishing.
Aldous Huxley’s ‘soma’ is forever dished out through all the apparatuses of
persuasion.
George Orwell’s ‘Newspeak’ is ever present.
But,
Our computers run faster and faster! Our TV screens get wider and wider! Our
buildings get higher and higher! Are You impressed?
Among all the wise words you spoke this stands out. ‘My kingdom is not of this
world’. Those precious words can save us from the cant of the utopians, whether of
left or right variety.
In this time of ‘social distancing’, which we practice anyway with those not in our
inner-circles, (the ‘marginalised’ as we term them), in this time, ‘Rona given time’
we pray that we can use our ‘time’ wisely, help us to use our time to reflect on those
precious words: ‘My Kingdom is not of this world’. Pilate turned away from you; he
missed his opportunity, you were just too difficult, we pray that we will ponder your
words and fathom the code.
Mel Macarthur

CHURCH NOTICES.
Please read the church bulletin
HYMN Make me a channel of your peace TiS 607
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNagMjn1zXg&list=TLPQMjIwNTIwMjBi6N9fnk
wQvA&index=5
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there is hatred let me bring your love
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord
And where there's doubt, true faith in you
Oh, master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of your peace
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope
Where there is darkness, only light
And where there's sadness ever joy
Oh, master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console
To be understood as to understand
To be loved as to love with all my soul
Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
In giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we're born to eternal life
SENDING OUT
The hour has come to go into the world,
where our worship of God will continue
in every moment of our lives.
The hour has come to serve those around us,
to shoulder the burdens of our sisters,
to ease the pain of our brothers.
The hour has come to glorify God,
with our prayers as well as our praise,
with songs as well as acts of service. © 2014 Thom M. Shuman
The overflowing grace of Christ Jesus,
the embracing love of God,
and the invigorating friendship of the Spirit,
will be with you now and always,
Amen!
GLORIA https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-Lvh-B3W9Y
Gloria gloria in excelsis deo. Gloria Gloria alleluia alleluia
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest. Glory to God glory to God Alleluia Alleluia

