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HOLY THURSDAY SERVICE 2020 – For use during the day or night before Good Friday.

 Guidelines from Mark Hillis, Leura Uniting Church: 

 This service is usually one that includes Holy Communion. May I invite you therefore, 

in this time of pandemic control, to use this service in conjunction with your day or 

evening meal? You may, for example, like to telephone someone from the Church 

beforehand and let them know at what time you will hold your service at home and 

they may choose to align their time with yours. 

 If you have candles available (e.g. tea lights), arrange seven (7) of them in readiness 

for the seven Scripture readings that form our “Tenebrae” service (Latin, “darkness” 

or “shadow”), signifying the approaching darkness of Good Friday. 

 For Scripture readings, use your own Bible. [Ring Mark on 0408 412 414 if you need 

the readings sent to you]. 

  

1. Welcome 

If you are on your own, sit or stand quietly and be reminded that you are in the presence of 

God. Picture Jesus, in whatever form you imagine him, standing with you. If you are with 

another person, greet them saying, “Peace be with you!” and invite their response. Light the 

candle or 7 candles if you have it/them. 

Our Church community-in-dispersion respectfully acknowledge the Darug and Gundungurra 

peoples as original owners, inhabitants and custodians, of this land for millennia. We 

gratefully acknowledge the existence of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 

Congress and give thanks to God for their endurance and faith. 

2. Take a cup, lift it where you sit and say: What shall I return to the Lord for all that has 

been shared with me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on God’s name. I will pay 

my vows to the Lord in the presence of the people. (Psalm 116:12-14) 

3. Hymn 357 from Together in Song: “When his time was over” 

1. When his time was over the palms lay where they fell.  
As they ate together he told his friends farewell.  
Jesus, though you cried out for some other end,  
love could only choose a cross  
when our life began again.  

2. Secretly they planned it, with money changing hands;  
in the quiet garden a kiss betrayed their man.  
Priests and elders tried him. Soldiers crowned him king.  
We were in the crowd that day  
when our life began again.  

3. Women wept to see him; he said, ‘Don’t weep for me.’  
Many laughed and mocked him: ‘Forgive them, they don’t see.’  
Jesus, please forgive me, you know what I am;  
I was one who nailed your hands  
when our life began again.  
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4. There was one who asked you, ‘Remember me this day.’  
Jesus, when I’m dying, remember me that way;  
when my life is over, be with me, my friend,  
like the thief upon the cross,  
when our life began again.  

Robin Mann 1949– 

Words and music © R. Mann. Leura Uniting Church – CCLI Licence No. 300742 

 

4. Prayer and Meditation time, 

beginning with words from Brian Wren: 

Lord God, your love has called us here 

as we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 

We come with all our heart and mind 

your call to hear, your love to find. 

  

We come with self-inflicted pains 

Of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

half free, half-bound by inner chains, 

by social forces swept along, 

by powers and systems close confined 

yet seeking hope for humankind. 

  

Let us worship God, whose greatness 

is revealed in all creation. 

Let us worship God, revealed in Jesus our Saviour. 

Let us worship God, who calls us to do justice, 

love mercy, and walk humbly in faith. 

• If you sit with any burden today/tonight, release it into the loving embrace of God.  

 [Pause for silent meditation] 

• As you confess your sin and need today/tonight, release it in the name of Jesus 

Christ. [Pause for silent meditation] 

• As you receive forgiveness, remember to offer it to others whenever you have the 

opportunity. [Pause for silent meditation]  

• As you receive the peace which only God can give, share it with joy….  

[Time for silent prayer]  

 

5. Words of Assurance 

Lord God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, your joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit's liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair 

and offer all that faith can do 

while love is making all things new.  
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6. Prayer for illumination& Scripture 

Gracious God, open our ears to listen for your word in the Scriptures today/tonight. Amen. 

 

NOTE: After each Scripture passage, there will be a meditative pause, followed by the 

extinguishment of a candle. 

  

The significance of this day  

Exodus 12:14-17 [Pause, extinguish a candle] 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 [Pause, ….] 

 

“Before the festival of the Passover….”  

John 13: 1-11 [Pause, extinguish a candle] 

John 13: 12-20 [Pause, ….]  

 

“Jesus was troubled in spirit….”  

John 13: 21-30 [Pause, extinguish a candle]  

John 13: 31– 35 [Pause, ….] 

John 13: 36 –38 [Pause, ….] 

 

7. PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(continuing with words from Brian Wren) 
  

Lord God, in Christ you call our name 

and then receive us as your own 

not through some merit, right or claim 

but by your gracious love alone. 

We strain to see your mercy seat 

and find you kneeling at our feet. 

  

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

and humble us, and call us friends. 

Suffer and serve till all are fed 

and show how grandly love intends 

to work till all creation sings, 

to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

  

8. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

‘Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you,’ 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 

9. INVITATION. Remember that Jesus is your guest at table, yet he is also the host at any 

meal where you are present in his name.  

  

10. THANKSGIVING. Give thanks for your meal in whatever way is comfortable for you. A 

helpful Bible passage is found in 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26. 

  

Sieger Koder, The 

Washing of Feet 



 

Page | 4 

11. BREAKING OF THE BREAD. As you begin this meal, this supper with Jesus, you may wish 

to mark it with words, or a gesture, or to receive it in thankful silence. Recall the Passover 

meal Jesus shared with his disciples. [You may wish to consult one of the following accounts: 

in Matthew chapter 26, Mark chapter 14, or Luke chapter 22.]  

 

12. PARTAKE OF AND/OR SHARE THE SUPPER.    

  

13. PRAYER AFTER THE SUPPER. “So shall no part of day and night from sacredness be free; 

but with you, Lord, in every step my fellowship will be.” (Hymn 596, v.6, Together in Song) 

Remember that how you give thanks is the sign of the sacred and the holy about this 

supper. 

  

14. Hymn 641 This is my will, my one command 

1. ‘This is my will, my one command,  
that love should dwell among you all.  
This is my will, that you should love  
as I have shown that I love you.  

2. No greater love can be than this:  
to choose to die to save one’s friends.  
You are my friends if you obey  
what I command that you should do.  

3. I call you now no longer slaves;  
no slave knows all his master does.  
I call you friends, for all I hear  
my Father say you hear from me.  

4. You chose not me, but I chose you,  
that you should go and bear much fruit.  
I chose you out that you in me  
should bear much fruit that will abide.  

5. All that you ask my Father dear  
for my name’s sake you shall receive.  
This is my will, my one command,  
that love should dwell in each, in all.’  

James Quinn 1919– 

Words from Praise for all Seasons (1994) Cassell plc, London. Leura Uniting Church – CCLI Licence No. 300742 

 

15. BLESSING 

Remain in peace, 

Be blessed in quietness. 

Be true to those who love you. 


