
In Luke the master says: ‘ Out of thine own mouth will I 
judge thee, thou wicked servant…’ And that is exactly what 
happens. Once again it is the subject’s imagination of his 
master that is absolutely determinant of his behaviour. One 
who imagines their overseer as free, audacious, generous, 
takes risks, and enters into a fruitfulness that is ever richer 
and more effervescently creative; while one whose 
imagination is bound by the supposed hardness of the 
overseer lives in function of that binding of the imagination, 
and remains tied, hand and foot, in a continuous, and maybe 
even an eternal, frustration.  James Alison 

 Silence 

Together 
We travel in time; 
may God walk with us into 
eternity. 
We travel in hope; 
may God sing with us 
through the darkness. 
We travel in wonder; 
 

may God dance with us in 
holy joy. 
So may the blessing of the 
God of glory, Traveller, 
Storyteller, Dancer, 
be in us today and every 
day.   AMEN         Iona   

Hymn:  599 Take my life 
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Reflection 
Pentecost 24                           16th November 2017 

 As we begin to trust allowing God to move through us, our lives change as 
individuals and our communities have a better chance of change. 

William Loader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parable of the Talents, unidentified 

   http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56005 
 



Hymn: 741 O Lord hear my prayer (5 times) 
 
Matthew 25:14-30     (J B Phillips New Testament) 
"It (the kingdom of heaven) is just like a owner going abroad 
who called their household servants together before they 
went and handed their property to them to manage. They 
gave one five thousand pounds, another two thousand and 
another one thousand - according to their respective abilities. 
Then he went away. 
"The one who had received five thousand pounds went out at 
once and by doing business with this sum they made another 
five thousand. Similarly the one with two thousand pounds 
made another two thousand. But the one who had received 
one thousand pounds went off and dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his owner's money. 
"Some years later the overseer of these servants arrived and 
went into the accounts with them. The one who had the five 
thousand pounds came in and brought the owner an 
additional five thousand with the words, 'You gave me five 
thousand pounds; look, I've increased it by another five 
thousand.' 'Well done!' said the owner, 'you're a sound, 
reliable servant. You've been trustworthy over a few things, 
now I'm going to put you in charge of much more. Come in 
and share your master's rejoicing.' Then the servant who had 
received two thousand pounds came in and said, 'You gave 
me two thousand pounds; look, here's two thousand more 
that I've managed to make by it.' 'Well done!' said the owner, 
'you're a sound, reliable servant. You've been trustworthy 
over a few things, now I'm going to put you in charge of 
many. Come in and share your master's pleasure.' 
"Then the one who had received the one thousand pounds 
came in and said, ' I always knew you were a hard person, 
reaping where you never sowed and collecting where you 
never laid out - so I was scared and I went off and hid your 
thousand pounds in the ground. Here is your money, intact.' 
"'You're a wicked, lazy servant!' his overseer told him. 'You 
say you knew that I reap where I never sowed and collect 
where I never laid out? Then you ought to have put my 

money in the bank, and when I came out I should at any rate 
have received what belongs to me with interest. Take his 
thousand pounds away from him and give it to the man who 
now has the ten thousand!' (For the one who has something 
will have more given to them and will have plenty. But as for 
the one who has nothing, even there 'nothing' will be taken 
away.) 'And throw this useless servant into the darkness 
outside, where they can weep and wail over their stupidity.' 

Silence 

The Girardian insight is that it is always about human 
violence, not divine violence. The sense of urgency is not to 
make a decision to follow Christ to avoid divine punishment 
in hell. The sense of urgency is to follow in Christ's way of 
peace to strive for avoiding the next ‘hell-on-earth’ round of 
human violence.     Paul Nuechterlein 

Silence 

If the modern use of talents has any relation to the text, it is 
at the level of allowing God's life do its adventures with us 
and putting our talents (our natural abilities) at God's 
disposal. The talents of the parable are really about God's life 
and power, not about our natural abilities. But the 
appropriate response is to allow God's investing hand to 
employ our abilities."God's mercy never ends" is a way of 
saying grace has capital, love is rich. We need to encourage 
people to stop putting God under the mattress. As we begin 
to trust allowing God to move through us, our lives change as 
individuals and our communities have a better chance of 
change.      William Loader 

Silence 

The problem of the servant who received one talent and went 
and buried it is not its lack of yield, but how he imagined that 
his master would treat him: ‘Lord, I knew thee that thou art a 
hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering 
where thou hast not strewed: and I was afraid, and went and 
hid thy talent in the earth: lo there thou hast that is thine.’  


